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“Disciplined Discipleship”
-

Pastor’s Bible Study

Pastor Kent

“But when you give to the needy, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing …
But when you pray, go into your room, close the
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen …
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face … “ - Matthew 6:3, 6, 17
I look forward to the season of Lent each year as
a chance to evaluate my habits and daily
practices. I take note of how I am spending time,
how I am fostering relationships and seeking
ways to live more faithfully, trusting the Lord in
all circumstances.
In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus instructs his
listeners to consider their spiritual practices. Their
relationship with the Lord and with others is
deepened when they engage in 3 particular
disciplines: giving, prayer & fasting. Notice that
these are not optional endeavors. Jesus does not
say, “IF” … he says, “WHEN”.Jesus lays out a
pattern of faithful discipleship which includes
giving, prayer and fasting and encourages his
listeners to engage in these practices not to
receive the glory from others, but to deepen their
relationship with the Lord.
Let us enter this season of Lent with a renewed
desire to grow deeper in faith and may we
consider engaging in these three disciplines for
discipleship: giving, prayer & fasting.

Blessings, Pastor Kent
__________

__________

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

Two sessions of the Pastor’s Bible Study are
offered each week on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM and
Thursdays at 10:00 AM. Please consider joining
one of these groups!!!
Beginning the week of February 25th we will be
studying Max Lucado’s “Before Amen: The Power
of a Simple Prayer”. The study will last four
weeks, leading us right up to Holy Week.
In Before Amen, Max Lucado, a self-professed
"recovering prayer wimp," reveals his personal
struggles with prayer. He will show you how he
discovered that prayer is not a privilege for the
pious or the art of a chosen few but a simple tool
all believers have been given to have a
conversation with God.
I look forward to engaging times of conversation
as we grow together as disciplined disciples.
Souper Bowl Luncheon

What a wonderful time of
fellowship !!!.

Thanks to your generosity we
will be donating $100 each to two local women’s
shelters. We also raised $84 and almost 100 cans
of soup to donate to our local food pantry.
Thank you also to everyone who donated the
tasty soups and bread!
__________

__________

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship - 9:30 AM Sunday School: during worship
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Tue. - Thu. 9:00 AM-2:00 PM
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
15th Day of every month

A Message from Don Robinson
The following text was found in a publication by
Life Study Fellowship:
My Prayer of Victory
Jesus said … “I have spoken all this to you in
order that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you have affliction. But keep up your
courage: I have won the VICTORY over the world.”
Dear Lord Jesus, I am coming to you with faith in
my heart that these words of prayer will
strengthen and empower me to find VICTORY
over any and all of my worries.
This is my PRAYER OF VICTORY, asking You to
Bless me in these 3 special ways …

● That I will win my VICTORY through
Trusting in You!
● That I will win my VICTORY through Loving
You!
● That I will win my VICTORY through Being
Close to You!

With trust, Love and Closeness to You, I have faith
that I will be strengthened and guided to VICTORY
in my time of need. Amen.

In Loving Memory of Ken Schneider
To friends of our dear mutual friend Ken
Schneider, I am so very sorry that I will not be
able to attend Ken's memorial service this
Saturday, I will be in Boston for the memorial
service of my father in law that morning.
Ken meant the world to me as my very dear
Christian friend. I valued our time together so
much, both in fellowship with others and when
we spent time together chatting with one
another about our lives, God's world, scriptures,
and our faith. I was humbled when, just hours
before he died, after I had prayed over him and
anointed him, be anointed me with his prayers
over me. I have never experienced such devotion
to Christian love and grace.
John Wesley believed that, by God's grace,
Christian perfection was possible in this world, if
but for fleeting moments in our lives. I believe in
my heart that Ken experienced such perfection,
and his humility in the midst of it was, for me, the
beautiful evidence for it.

Youth Night
Our monthly youth night is a time for fun &
fellowship!!! All youth from our church (6th-12th
grade) are encouraged to attend and bring their
friends. We meet in the church basement from
7-9:30 PM. Snacks are being provided. Ping Pong,
Air Hockey, Foosball and video games are all
available and we’ll continue to add other
activities in the future.
The date of our February Youth Night will be
Friday the 23rd !!!
Men’s Breakfast:
Our monthly Men’s Breakfasts group will meet on
February 17th at 8:00 AM. After a time of good
food and fellowship we will view a video which
will (hopefully) stimulate some energetic
discussion as we reflect on its meaning for our
lives and our faith.

I hope and pray that his amazing example of
someone who strove for Christian love in God's
perfecting grace, up until his very last moments
on this earth, will continue to inspire us all to be
and become devoted to heartfelt discipleship
that touches lives for Christ every day.
If I could have a portion of the humility and
devotion that Ken had with the burdens that he
carried, I would consider myself a very lucky
person indeed. To God be the glory for his
servant Ken. May the love of God in Christ that
touched him touch us every day in joy-filled
Christian fellowship.
-

John Blossom
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A Message from Louise Lind
Thank you UMC, Branford family for your support
to Earl during his times of illness and treatments.
Your unending care came in prayers, in calls, in
visits, in containers of soup, and in cards. You
were there to celebrate his life. You provided a
beautiful space and nourishment for friends and
family to be together after Earl’s Memorial
Service. Earl treasured being a part of the UMC,
Branford family just as I do.
Love to each of you, Louise

World Day of Prayer
This year the program is from
the women of Suriname and is
based on Genesis 1: All God’s
Creation is Very Good!
March 2, 2018
United Methodist Church
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
The World Day of Prayer service is open to
everyone, so please bring a friend or two.

Sewing for God
Monday’s 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
Weather permitting. Our quilt closet
is empty, so we are currently
working on making at least twelve
(12) tops to fill it up. Once the tops
are done, we’ll get together to layer them with
batting and backings (one of two ways). Towards
the end of February or mid March we can gather
to either ‘PIN’ or ‘spray’ (outside) the layers
together to prepare them for quilting. Watch the
bulletin for updates. If you would like help assist
with the tops by either sewing or pressing, come
join us. All supplies are provided. Any questions,
please let me know. Rosemary

Somebody is thinking about you..
Hoping you’re having
a beautiful day…
Sending caring thought your way…
Saying a little prayer for you..
And thanking God you’re in the world!

Refreshments and fellowship will immediately
follow the service.
This year United Methodist Church, Branford is
the Host church for World Day of Prayer for the
women of Suriname. The service will include
many women from Branford churches and some
from other local town churches. Any questions,
please see Rosemary.
World Day of Prayer is a movement and a process
that requires a commitment in time, study,
preparation, and personal stretching in order to
bring into a local community, in an authentic
way, the realities of women in distant places. It is
a movement symbolized by an annual day of
celebration – the first Friday of March – to which
all people are welcome. Through World Day of
Prayer, women around the world affirm their
faith in Jesus Christ and are encouraged to strive
for wisdom to guide the actions in our daily lives.

Women’s Valentine Luncheon
Monday, May 8th , 2017 at 12:00pm
Cost is only $ 15.55 per person,
which includes: Soup or salad –
entrée of choice – dessert (Tax and tip)
* does not include beverage Signup sheet on
Signup Board
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Looking for your Tabs
NEXT FILLUP DATE IS: April; 2018
Collecting pop tabs is a fun
and easy way to support the
Ronald McDonald House New
Haven.
All of the money is used for the Ronald McDonald
Houses to support families staying with us while
their children are undergoing medical treatment
It’s easy! All you need to do is remove the pop
tab from each can before you put the can in your
recycle bin. It’s fun! You can involve community
groups and your family in supporting the cause
without a lot of effort.
Check all your cans for tabs, they add up quickly.
Put a small jar on your counter and you will be
surprised how fast is will fill up.
Thank you as we delivered one bottle in January.
● Rosemary & Tony
Weekly Calendar
Communion at Artis: Sun @ 11:30 AM
Monday Morning Quarterbacking: Mon @ 10 AM
Sewing for God: Mon @ 4 PM
Branford Chorale: Mon @ 7 PM
Pastor’s Bible Study: Tue @ 7 PM & Thu @ 10 AM
AA: Tue @ 7:30 & Sat @ 7:00 PM
Learn & Play Chapel: Wed @ 10 AM
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Wed @ 10:30 AM
Faith Talk at Artis: Wed @ 11 AM
Al-Anon: Thu @ 7:30 PM
Devotional Bible Study: Thu @ 7 PM Shoreline Cafe

February Calendar
Wed 7 - 7 PM
Wed 14 - 12 & 7PM
Sat 17 - 8 AM
Wed 21 - 7 PM
Fri 23 - 6 PM
Fri 23 - 7PM
Wed 28 - 7 PM

Church Council
Ash Wed Worship
Men’s Breakfast
Faithful Stewards
Community Dinner
Youth Night
SPRC Meeting

Learn & Play
Learn & Play is in the process of collecting soup
cans for our annual Soup-er Bowl collection for
the food pantry. We will be accepting cans until
Monday, February 5th. Our goal is to collect 100
cans of soup. As of this writing, we are well on
our way! Children will also wear their favorite
sport or team shirt on Friday, February 2 and
participate in fun sporting games in Herr Hall.
During the remainder of February, we will be
talking about the Armor of God and the Olympics,
David and Jonathan and Valentine’s Day, Daniel
and the Lion’s Den, The 5 Senses and that March
comes in like a lion.
We have started preparation for the Easter
season. Watch for news on a joint Learn & Play
and Church event to take place during March.
UPDATE: The families of Learn & Play exceeded
their 100 can goal ….. TOUCHDOWN !!!
February Birthdays
Jennifer Sygiel
Sam Appleton
Jim Lee
Len Dunican
Rick Gregoire
Joyce Emslie
Sue Beatty
Dick Robinson
Joan Dunican
Lori Cartwright
Raymond Nickou
Charlotte Rispoli
Madelyn Caruso
Pam Johnson
Paige Machnicz
Heather Mazzucco

1
3
3
6
8
12
13
13
15
16
17
18
19
19
20
25

February Anniversaries
Ro & Dick Robinson
Charlie & Pat Steeves

19
27
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