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Pastor’s Ponderings
Holy Spirit Encounter!!!

A New Kind of Fundraiser

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that
separated and came to rest on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit”
Acts 2:3-4a

Every year or two, our UMC, Branford Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done. We currently have 9 projects
that we are in the process of scheduling and we are
getting cost estimates for all of them.

On May 24, 1784, John Wesley experienced the
presence of the Holy Spirit as he attended a prayer
meeting on Aldersgate Street. In describing the
experience, John said he felt that his heart was
“strangely warmed.” As people of faith, our thoughts
and actions should be guided by the presence of
the Holy Spirit in our lives. For about 15 years, I
have had the opportunity to attend the Aldersgate
Renewal Ministries Conference in the Holy Spirit.
Every year I find the experience to be a wonderful
time of Spiritual Renewal.
Following a year of uncertainty brought on by
the COVID-19 pandemic, I want to invite you to
experience the same kind of renewal in your lives.
The Aldersgate Conference will once again be
available to everyone in a virtual format. Please
consider “attending” and open your heart to a
promising time of spiritual renewal. Perhaps we
can even have some local discussions following
the times of worship for mutual reflection and
encouragement. Registration information can be
found at www.aldersgateconference.org. I hope you
will reserve some time on July 15-17 to experience
the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life.
HOLY SPIRIT ENCOUNTER 2021
This year's Holy Spirit Encounter held by Aldersgate
Renewal Ministries desires to provide an opportunity
to encounter the supernatural presence and power
of the Holy Spirit, to equip believers to carry the
ministry of Jesus and to encourage believers to live
daily in relationship with the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.
Join us at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore,
KY (limited capacity) or online July 15-17, 2021!

One church member came up with the wonderful
idea of offering a new kind of fundraiser…would you
like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE
PROJECT? The projects (and estimates if we have
them) are listed here. If there is one you would like
to help fund, please send a check to the church and
in the memo line include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax deductible contributions.
Thank you in advance for your willingness to help
as stewards of all that the Lord has entrusted to our
care.
• Painting the front of the church building
• Gutter replacement on rear of building ($629)
• Repair sanctuary door lockS
• Repair hinges on bilco doors at parsonage
• Remove & replace steps to side entrance at
parsonage
• Purchase & install a.c. In pastor’s office
• Maintenance on anderson tree ($400)
• Repair church radon system ($500)
• Purchase battery backup for parsonage sump
pump

Small Study Groups
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Here am I Lord…Send Somebody Else
by Jill Briscoe
Being used by God is an adventure
you won't want to miss! Jill Briscoe,
whose
extensive
writing
and
speaking ministry has reached
millions, draws on the story of Moses
and his reluctance to be used by God
to show how-through ordinary people-God does the
most out-of-the-ordinary things. Here Am I, Lord...
Send Somebody Else is about moving from a life of
excuses and feelings of inadequacy into a life that
truly honors God.
Each chapter includes thought-provoking discovery
and discussion questions, providing additional
opportunities for personal growth or group studies.
With this refreshing and often humorous book as
your guide, you can better understand your own
natural abilities and how God wants to use them for
His divine purposes.

One Verse (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer
to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek out opportunities through the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words.
I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe
the words and claim their truth together in 2021.

Sermon Series
I have begun to preach through the Gospel of Luke
and the Book of Acts during 2021! Both Biblical
texts come from the same author, and studying
them straight through will give us a clear picture
of how the ministry of the 1st century church flows
out of Jesus' life on earth. In February, we will be
reflecting upon Luke chapters 6 to 9. If all goes well,
we will finish Luke in the middle of June and then
begin Acts.

Digital Ministry Team
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

Ministries of Prayer & Care
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can "be the church."
In the coming weeks, I would like to establish a
Ministries of Prayer and Care.
Would you be interested in attending a virtual
Prayer Meeting? Please contact Pastor Kent by text
message or phone call at 845-522-1233 or by email
at umcbpastor@gmail.com. We will schedule a time
(or multiple times) to gather virtually for sharing
joys and concerns and praying for the needs of our
church, community & the world.
It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part
of a Care Ministry, please contact Pastor Kent by
phone or email. Each volunteer will be assigned
3 to 4 families to keep in touch with on a monthly
basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor Kent
any joys or concerns they become aware of.
Please know that you are always welcome to
contact Pastor Kent directly if you have any needs
or information you would like to share.
Blessings,

Pastor Kent

UPDATED CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Mondays: 8:00am to 11:00am
Tuesdays: 8:00am to 12:30pm
Thursdays: 8:00am to 12:30pm
Fridays: 8:00am to 11:00am

Ministry With Social Distancing
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is available
for Pastoral Care “visits” by telephone or Zoom
meetings. If you would like to be in conversation to
help process an issue you are dealing with or just
to “catch up,” please text or email Pastor Kent to
arrange a meeting.
MEETINGS: Our committee meetings will be
meeting via Zoom. Please go to www.zoom.us and
click “Sign Up. It’s Free” to create your account.
All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like
to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider using our
online giving platform by clicking the “Give
Now” button on the church website at www.
UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION: The church office is open from
Monday and Friday 8am-11am and Tuesday and
Thursday 8am-12:30pm. In the interest of social
distancing, we are asking that you DO NOT visit
the church office during those hours. If you must be
in the office, please be sure to be wearing a mask.
You are welcome to call the church office during
these times.

Other Virtual Programming
Virtual Children’s Message
Sundays at 10:15AM
https://meetingsamer11.webex.com/meetingsamer11/
j.php?MTID=m75cb92901b41a7f67fbccfacfa45537d

Virtual Coffee Hour
Sundays at 10:30AM
Via Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/99520821843
Meeting ID: 995 2082 1843
Or by phone: 1-929-205-6099

These are our new "General Guidelines" for In-Person Worship and events. To read the full message
from Bishop Bickerton, please visit:
https://bit.ly/3wq5SWY.
On May 19, most restrictions were lifted - with the
notable exception of wearing masks. Masks are still
required at all times while in the building.
Singing is now permitted during Worship Services,
as long as all congregants are wearing an appropriate, tight-fitting mask.
Capacity limits have been removed, and we are
back to 100% for in-person attendance. We will
continue to Live Stream the service via our YouTube Channel and on the Church website, along
with our In-Person services.
Fellowship and Coffee hour will remain virtual at
this time. The Zoom link for this meeting is in the
article to the left.
Public greetings during worship that involve close
interaction with one another (hugging, handshaking, etc.) are still not permitted at this time. Waving,
Peace signs, and smiles are definitely encouraged.
Communion will continue to be offered in individual
servings. We have consecrated elements ready for
pickup if you will be joining us remotely.
Attendance will be recorded of all who attend services, but temperatures will no longer be required
to be taken upon entry into the church building.
Fundraisers and outdoor events can now be
planned. Additional guidance for event planning will
be provided as it is made available to us.
Information will be provided regarding Committee
and Ministry Group meetings in the building in next
weeks.
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to
Laurie Gagné at:
(203) 676-4287 gagnes@snet.net

June Events
Tues 6/8, 5:30pm: Diaper Distribution
Wed 6/9, 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Mon 6/14, 7pm: Finance Committee
Wed 6/16, 6:15pm: Prayer Meeting
Wed 6/16, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Mon 6/21, 12:30pm: Ladies Luncheon
Wed 6/23, 7pm: Staff Parish Relations Committee
Fri 6/25, 6pm: Community Dinner
Sat 6/26, 10am-3pm: Drivethru Pageant Work Day
Wed 6/30, 7pm: Church Council
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS:
9:30am
Worship Livedstream
10:15am
Children’s Moment on WebEx
10:30am
Virtual Coffee Hour on Zoom
MONDAYS:
10:10am
Monday Morning Quarterbacking:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
TUESDAYS:
7-8:30pm
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online during the pandemic.
		
Please email Pastor Kent for
		
a Zoom link or telephone number if
		
you would like to join.
THURSDAYS:
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
SATURDAYS:
7pm		
AA meeting
AA Online Meetings: For those in need, links to

online and voice meetings can be found at:
https://www.aa-intergroup.org/directory.php
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June Birthdays

Steven Anderson
Chris Furtak
Lisa Schickler
Eleanor Schickler, Anthony Torello,
Melanie Viets
Kent Jackson, Benjamin Mazzucco,
David Wells
JOHN WESLEY (b. 1703)
Brian Wolek
Paul Wezenski
George Klein
Robert McMahon
Jesse Rader
Grace Carr, Joey Steeves

June Anniversaries
4
13
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19
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Jean & Guy Sunny
Anne & Kent Jackson
Linda & Bill Beagle
Beverly & Scott Carr
Larry & Sam Appleton
Bob & Jean Massage

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20th of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Meet The Staff!

Meet the Toddler Room Instructor
LINDSAY DAVIS joined Learn & Play in 2020 with experience in teaching Sunday School classes. Her classroom is grateful for the Bible stories she shares with them daily. Lindsay’s favorite
part about being a teacher is being able to spend time with the children, watching them laugh
and grow. She loves the verse found in Joshua 1:9!

Are you following Learn & Play on Facebook? It's a great way to see what our young students are up to! Here's
a sampling of posts from May 2021.

"Like" their page at (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632

Planning continues for UMCB's first-ever Drive Thru
Christmas Pageant! The dates have been finalized:
Saturday, December 11
Sunday, December 12
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Several scenes from the Nativity Story will be arranged on a path around our parking lot. There's
no charge for admission, although we will have a
freewill donation collection. We'll also be distributing goody bags with holiday treats and information
about UMC Branford.
We'll need lots of volunteers for a wide variety of
tasks—some the day of the event, some in advance. Here's just a partial list of ways you can be
involved (many are great family activities):
Performers • Costumes • Traffic Control •
Scenery Building & Painting • Publicity •
Goody Bag Assembly • Animals (know anyone
with livestock for the manger scene?)
Please mark your calendar for these Saturday
workdays: June 26 & July 10 from 10am to 3pm
- lunch provided!
If you're interested in participating, please contact
Cheryl Torello at cheryl.torello@gmail.com..

Holiday Festival Update
We are still watching the developments of opening
up. At this point, we do not have any decisions. We
will have to have an okay from Connecticut, the
Health Department and the Bishop in order to hold
the festival.
Because food is a big part of our fund raising, we
will probably determine whether to hold the event
depending on being able to have the food sale and
serve lunch.
Updates will be forthcoming. In the meantime,
Faithful Stewards discussed the possibility of some
alternative fund raisers: outdoor event to include
tag sale, virtual auction on line. If anyone is interested in exploring these or other options, let Cheryl
Torrello or me know.

Read More About Dismantling Racism:
www.nyac.com/dismantling-racism-in-the-nyac

Hopefully we will have more information in another
month.

Ginger

				
			

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

Community Dinner

Our talented group of knitters have not let the
pandemic slow them down at all!! We have many
beautiful Prayer Shawls, Lap Robes and Baby
Blankets that have been blessed and are available
to take and give to those in need.
These shawls, robes, and blankets are given to
patients, family members, employees, and members
of the community who are experiencing a difficult
time and are in need of comfort and healing. They
may also be given in celebration or to those that
simply need a hug from God. There is no specific
criteria; the shawls are given to let the receivers
know they are not alone and provide them with a
sense of God’s peace and healing.

Friday, June 25, 6pm
Please pull into the church parking lot and into one
of the spaces for curbside pickup. A volunteer will
bring out dinner(s) to you wrapped up and ready for
travel.

Blessing Bags
Thanks once again to a generous response from our congregation, we were able to put together Blessing Bags
to give to those less fortunate.
One way of getting these Blessing Bags to you is
through the drive through Community Dinner on
Friday, March 26 pm. Please think about taking one
of these bags to give to some in need. At the same
time, come to the drive-through to pick up a delicious meal for you - or possibly bring to someone
else. Win-Win!!
May the Lord Bless you and give you His peace.

We continue to collect food to deliver to the local
Food Pantry. Non-perishable items like tuna fish,
cereal, rice, peanut butter, jelly, soup, macaroni,
and sauce are very much needed, as are personal
care items like diaper wipes, soap, and toothpaste.
Donations can be left in the green bin located at the
entrance to the church.

Sewing For God
Artis Special Note: By July we will get together, one
way or the other ! Watch the eBlast for dates.
It’s getting to be that time when
we will need to start layering
our quilts. We have about 10-15
tops ready. Not all have backings at the moment, but we
can work on that in this coming
month. If there are at least 3-4
of us, we can layer them in about an hour either at
the church or at my home.

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. Every tab makes
a difference, just like you do!
As always, we thank you for your support in this
great cause.
Rosemary & Tony

Rosemary
CaptionCall
Women's Monthly Luncheon
Sam’s Dockside
145 Block Island Road
Branford
June 21, 12:30pm
As you may know, UMC COVID-19 guidelines
states we can’t get together; however, the state has
lifted all restrictions.
We have discussed this among ourselves. As we
have been vaccinationed, we feel safe enough and
agree it is time to resume our luncheons.
If you have any questions, please call me at (203)
589-1620.

Rosemary

Hello, Secret Pals!
Happy Summer days ahead! Wishing everyone
days full of sunshine and happiness. If you have
any questions regarding your Secret Pal, feel free
to call me at (203) 589-1620.
Rosemary

Do you or someone you know ever have trouble
hearing or understanding on the phone? CaptionCall provides a no-cost solution with a home phone
and mobile CaptionCall app for iPhone, ensuring
accurate communication and the ability to save important captioned calls (i.e. doctor appointments,
lab results, names, phone numbers, addresses).
There is no cost for the installation or ongoing captioning service, which is made possible by the ADA
and is 100% funded by the FCC. To learn more,
call/text/email David Wells at (203) 871-7393 or
gdavid3@yahoo.com.

