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Study Group Begins New
Book In September!!!

Pastor’s Ponderings

We will be starting a brandnew Study Book in September,
and I am looking to invite NEW
participants.
Currently,
we
have two Study Groups which
meet on Tuesday evenings and
Thursday mornings. I would
love to add new people to either
group or start another group. Please let me know if
another day/time would be preferable for you.
Please consider joining in as we read and discuss
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in
Everyday Life by Tish Harrison Warren.
In overlooked moments and routines, we can
become aware of God's presence in surprising
ways. How do we embrace the sacred in the
ordinary and the ordinary in the sacred?
Each chapter in this book looks at something that
the author does during the day—making the bed,
brushing her teeth, losing her keys. Life is viewed
through the lens of liturgy—small practices and
habits that form us. Drawing from the diversity of
her life as a campus minister, Anglican priest, friend,
wife, and mother, Tish Harrison Warren opens up a
practical theology of the everyday. Each activity is
related to a spiritual practice as well as an aspect
of our Sunday worship. Come and discover the
holiness of your every day.

Fall MISSION Projects
Faithful Stewards, our church program committee is
encouraging you to support three mission projects
for the Fall. Please consider participating!!
•
•

SEPTEMBER: collecting new socks, which will
be donated to Columbus House for distribution.
OCTOBER: collecting new hats, scarves, and
mittens, which will be placed in public spaces
in New Haven to be available for anyone who

•

needs them.
NOVEMBER: Operation Christmas Child, a
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, invites you to
fill a shoebox…and volunteer in our collection
center, Nov. 15-21.

FREE Car Wash
The Faithful Stewards are looking
for volunteers to help with a FREE
Car Wash in our church parking lot
on Saturday, August 28 from 9am12pm. Please contact the church
office if you are willing to help.
This will be a wonderful opportunity to have friendly
conversations with people from our community. We
will also collect donations to support the purchase
of Canine Police Vests.

A New Kind of Fundraiser:
PICK A PROJECT
Every year or two, our UMC, Branford Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done. We currently have 9 projects
that we are in the process of scheduling, and we
are getting cost estimates for all of them.
One church member came up with the wonderful
idea of offering a new kind of fundraiser…would you
like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE
PROJECT? The projects (and estimates if we have
them) are listed here. If there is one you would like
to help fund, please send a check to the church and
in the memo line include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax deductible contributions.
Thank you to those who have already contributed!!
We have received checks totaling $750 and have
begun some of this work. Your continued support of
this Trustee Fundraiser is encouraged.
• Painting the front of the church building ($5,200)
continued

• Resealing/Relining the church parking lot ($4,400)
• Resealing Parsonage Driveway ($400)
• Repair sanctuary door locks
• Repair hinges on parsonage bilco doors
• Remove/replace parsonage side entrance steps
• Purchase/install air conditioner in Pastor’s office
• Maintenance on Anderson tree ($400)
• Repair church radon system DONATION RECEIVED!
• Purchase battery backup for parsonage sump
pump

Small Study Groups
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening study.
The Thursday morning group is
meeting via conference call. Please
call 425-436-6385 and use access
code 841200#.
Sing! How Worship Transforms Your
Life, Family and Church
by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty
Rediscover what it means to lift up your voice in
praise. In Sing!, modern hymn writers Keith and
Kristyn Getty explore why we sing and what that
means for individual worshipers and churches. With
attention to the Bible's witness on worship, this book
will help Christians better understand and more
deeply appreciate praising God with music and in
song. We sing to proclaim the gospel together in
obedience to God and to celebrate the gift of faith.

One Verse (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer
to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek out opportunities through the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words.
I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe

the words and claim their truth together in 2021.

Sermon Series
I have begun to preach through the Gospel of Luke
and the Book of Acts during 2021! Both Biblical
texts come from the same author, and studying
them straight through will give us a clear picture
of how the ministry of the 1st century church flows
out of Jesus' life on earth. On June 27, we began
the book of Acts !! If all goes well, we will finish our
study of the Acts of the Apostles by the end of 2021.

Digital Ministry Team
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

Ministries of Prayer & Care
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can "be the church."
In the coming weeks, I would like to establish a
Ministries of Prayer and Care.
Would you be interested in attending a virtual
Prayer Meeting? Please contact Pastor Kent by
text message or phone call at 845-522-1233 or by
email at umcbpastor@gmail.com. We will schedule
a time (or multiple times) to gather virtually for
sharing joys and concerns and praying for the
needs of our church, community & the world.
It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part
of a Care Ministry, please contact Pastor Kent by
phone or email. Each volunteer will be assigned
3 to 4 families to keep in touch with on a monthly
basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor Kent
any joys or concerns they become aware of.
Please know that you are always welcome to
contact Pastor Kent directly if you have any needs
or information you would like to share.

Ministry As Social Distancing Protocols
Are Relaxed
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is now regularly
working out of the church office and is available
to meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care
needs. He is willing to meet in person or by Zoom
or telephone. Please contact Pastor Kent by email
umcbpastor@gmail.com, phone 203-488-0549 or
text 845-522-1233 if you wish to be in conversation.
MEETINGS: Our committee meetings will be
meeting using a HYBRID format in-person and via
Zoom. Please go to www.Zoom.us and click “Sign
Up. It’s Free” to create your account.
All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like
to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider using our
online giving platform by clicking the “Give
Now” button on the church website at www.
UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION: The church office is open from
Monday and Friday 8am-11am and Tuesday and
Thursday 8am-12:30pm. You are welcome to visit
the church office with any church business you
need to conduct.
Blessings,

Pastor Kent

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday-Friday, 8AM - 12PM

ROLL 'EM UP!
How do you make a donation
suddenly increase by 40%?
ROLL IT!!
Our summer fundraiser is easy.
It helps you clean out your
drawers, jars, and piggy banks
of excess change. Ocean State
Job Lot will exchange every $1
of rolled coins for a $1.40 store credit - increasing
your donation by 40%! UMC Branford can then use
the credit to purchase supplies.
You can participate by:
• Rolling your coins, taking them to the store, and
givng the store gift card to the church;
• Rolling your coins and bringing them to the
church - we'll exchange them for gift cards;
• Collecting loose coins in a bag and bringing
them to church. We'll roll them and exchange
them for gift cards.
Just look what 50 donations of $50 will raise:
50 x $50
$2,500
40% bonus +$1,000
		
$3,500
In order to get things "rolling," we've mailed you a
few coin wrappers, or you can pick them up in the
sanctuary.
Let's get rolling!

August Events

August Birthdays

Mon, 8/9 7pm: Church Council
Tues, 8/10 5:30pm: Diaper Distribution
Wed, 8/11, 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Sat, 8/14 10am-3pm: Drivethru Pageant Work Day
Mon, 8/16 12:30pm: Women's Luncheon
Wed, 8/18 6:30pm: Drivethru Pageant Committee
Wed, 8/18 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Wed, 8/25 7pm: Staff Parish
Fri, 8/27 6pm: Community Dinner
Sat, 8/28 9am: Free Car Wash
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

August Anniversaries

SUNDAYS:
9:30am
Worship in-person and livestream
MONDAYS:
10:10am
Monday Morning Quarterbacking:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
4:00pm
Sewing for God
TUESDAYS:
7-8:30pm
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online during the pandemic.
		
Please email Pastor Kent for
		
a Zoom link or telephone number if
		
you would like to join.
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS:
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS:
7pm		
AA meeting

7
13
16
20
21
22
29

9
11
17
18
19
24
28

Bob Umile
Dorothy Chamberlain, Diane Komp,
Jean Massage, Kiley Mazzucco,
Terri Wells
Laurie VanDeusen
Monya Zurkus
Cindy Anderson, Nancy Dineen,
Alice Talbott, Mary Lou Woods
Ron Arena
Connie Nickou, Charles Steeves
Priscilla Blake
Sophia Appleton, Chelsea Marks

Stacey & Ken Cronk
Deborah & Brent Talbott
Heidi & Ernest Busch
Suzanne & Jim Lee
Priscilla & Bruce Blake
Terri & David Wells
Jesse & Courtney Rader

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20th of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

COVID Protocols as of July 1, 2021
SUNDAY MORNING:
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Communion elements will be offered at the front of the sanctuary using wafers and individual juice cups.
Pre-packaged Communion elements will be available for those who choose not to come forward.
• Passing of the Peace will resume with respect for those who may refrain from physical contact.
• Children’s Message: Children will remain seated with their families or may be invited forward at the Pastor’s discretion. We will not be continuing the virtual Children’s Message.
• Tithes & Offerings may be placed in the offering box at the rear of the sanctuary. We also encourage mailing in your offering and the use of online giving.
• Coffee Hour will resume in Herr Hall with prepackaged snacks, coffee, and juice being served.
• The Faith Mobile will resume. Vaccinated drivers will not be required to wear masks.
CHURCH MEETINGS & STUDY GROUPS
• In-person meetings will resume in Herr Hall, using a hybrid format. This will allow those who wish to attend
in person the opportunity to do so, while those that choose to remain remote can also participate via Zoom.
A webcam/TV set-up in Herr Hall will allow everyone to participate equally.
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated others is optional.*
FUNDRAISERS
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Please be respectful of one another’s personal space.
• All spaces should be sanitized after use.
BUILDING USE BY OUTSIDE GROUPS (AA, Al-Anon, CT Yuletide Carolers, Branford Chorale, etc.)
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Please be respectful of one another’s personal space.
• All spaces should be sanitized after use.
CHURCH OFFICE i
• The church office is open for those who need to conduct church business and ministry.
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Please be respectful of one another’s personal space.
• Staff will have their own masks available for use when others wearing masks are present. Church staff are
required to wear a mask when approaching or approached by another who is wearing a mask.
* While wearing a mask indoors if you are fully vaccinated is optional, we request that you keep a mask on
your person so that if you approach or are approached by a church member wearing a mask, you will have the
option to put one on to make them feel more comfortable.
Masks are not required when outside.
NOTE: UMC, Branford will continue to develop online/virtual connections and ministry opportunities even as
we continue to resume and expand in-person ministries.

Meet The Pre-K Room Staff!
MICHELLE DEANGELO graduated with a Bachelor’s of Art Degree and has been working in
Early Childhood for over 20 years! She has found her calling in the Pre-K classroom; she describes teaching as her passion and loves the look of wonder and amazement on a child’s face
when they learn something new. She expressed how blessed she feels to be able to teach these
little ones at Learn & Play, where she is able to share God’s grace with each child on a daily
basis. Her favorite Bible verse is Joshua 1:9!

L&P Summer Program Continues
As we continue to venture through all of the Kings
& Queens in the Bible, we had a special focus on
Royal Animals. Curious Creatures came to visit and
we got to see and pet so many fun animals!

Creativity can be messy sometimes! Our classrooms had a blast painting their own crowns and
castles to take home. Our royally fun summer is flying by, but we are loving every minute of it!

The Learn & Play Difference

Small class sizes allow for individualized success during whole-class, teacher-directed instruction. Child directed activity centers, enriched with hands-on experiences, engage each child’s natural curiosity and encourage exploration of God’s world at a child’s own pace. We focus on the development of the whole child in these
six areas:
SPIRITUAL: to provide a Christian foundation for approaching life;
ACADEMIC: to provide development of cognitive skills through hands-on learning experiences;
SOCIAL: to provide experience in responding appropriately to others;
EMOTIONAL: to encourage consistent, loving boundaries of acceptable behavior;
PHYSICAL: to develop gross and fine motor skills as each child experiences incredible changes and growth;
AESTHETIC: to provide exposure to rhythm, music, and various art mediums.
NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS FOR THE FALL SEMESTER! www.learnandplaychristian.org

It’s a Go!!!
Annual Holiday Festival
Saturday, Nov. 13
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Bake Shoppe • Handcrafts • Gifts for Pets
Granny’s Cellar (Tag Sale) • Granny’s Antiques (better items)
Jewelry / Scarfs, etc.
Silent Auction • Plants
And much more . . .
And featuring
Big Bob’s Roadside Grill
Breakfast Sandwiches • Lunch Menu
Help!! Because of our delayed decision to hold our Annual Holiday Festival, we will need to get started quickly.
This is one of our bigger fund raisers each year.
For the past couple of years, we have had a shortage of crafts; if there is not much to sell, we may lose our
regular customers. In 2019, we moved the better tag sale items upstairs so we could charge higher prices. It
seems that items for pets have caught on, and our sales at the last festival were good. We will have the usual
departments.
Listed below are the “chores” for which we need volunteers. Signups will be posted soon. We have our dependable “usual” group. However, many of us are aging (backs and legs are getting weaker) and would like to
have a new crew to take over. Please consider shadowing some of our veterans so we have a backup group
who can eventually take over. All volunteers will be happily accepted. You can volunteer for as little or as much
time as you can give. Everyone has always come through to make this event a success. We’re counting on
you again.
We’ll need the following to sell (the more the better): crafts, pet items, jewelry and other items for the “boutique,” gently used items for Granny’s Cellar, gift cards and other items/services for the Silent Auction, baked
goods, and plants. We may also have a children’s craft room.
Volunteers will be needed to chair, co-chair, work, or contribute items for the following:
• Set up on Friday
• Bake Shoppe (bake near festival time)
• Crafts, Hobbies, pet items
• Silent Auction (solicit items)
• Jewelry Boutique
• Plants & Flowers
• Granny’s Cellar & Boutique
• Help with the Roadside Grill – Breakfast/Lunch
• Christmas Ornaments
• Breakdown & Cleanup
If you have new ideas, please share. We are open to anything, within reason. Thanks in advance Ginger

Sewing For God
We are back to meeting on
the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the
month from 4:00pm – 6:30pm
in the small conference room
across from the kitchen.

Saturday, Dec. 11 & Sunday, Dec. 12
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Several scenes from the Nativity Story will be arranged on a path around our parking lot. There's
no charge for admission, although we will have a
freewill donation collection. We'll also be distributing goody bags with holiday treats and information
about UMC Branford.
Thank you to all the volunteers who came out to
our first workday in July - we got so much accomplished!
We still need lots of volunteers for a wide variety
of tasks—some the day of the event, some in advance. Here's just a partial list of ways you can be
involved (many are great family activities):

We will continue to layer the quilt tops we weren't
able to finish and then start sewing some simple
tops.
All supplies are provided, and we welcome anyone to come join us. Any questions, please contact
Rosemary at (203) 589-1620.

Women's Monthly Luncheon
USS Chowder Pot III
560 East Main Street (Route 1), Branford
Monday, August 16, 12:30pm – 2:30pm
RSVP by Sunday, August 15 to Louise Lind at
(203) 430-7153 or lindlink@earthlink.net

Performers • Costumes • Traffic Control •
Scenery Building & Painting • Publicity •
Goody Bag Assembly • Animals (know anyone
with livestock for the manger scene?)
Please mark your calendar for our 2nd Saturday
workday: August 14 from 10am to 3pm - lunch
provided!
If you're interested in participating, please contact
Cheryl Torello at cheryl.torello@gmail.com..

ISO: Mason Jars!
Diane Nerkowski is gathering pintsize mason jars for a craft project. You
can bring them to church or she'll pick
them up. Contact her at:
nerkowski@sbcglobal.com

Hello, Secret Pals!
Thinking of everyone
for a wonderful summer!
To my Secret Pal:
Thank you for the lovely Birthday flowers. ♥
Also, I would like to extend my sincere "Thank You"
to Marcia for hosting a wonderful luncheon celebration in my honor. To all the women who attended,
your presence and thoughtful gifts were truly unexpected. I am so blessed to have such a wonderful
church family.
Rosemary

				
			

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

Community Dinner

Our talented group of knitters have not let the
pandemic slow them down at all!! We have many
beautiful Prayer Shawls, Lap Robes and Baby
Blankets that have been blessed and are available
to take and give to those in need.
These shawls, robes, and blankets are given to
patients, family members, employees, and members
of the community who are experiencing a difficult
time and are in need of comfort and healing. They
may also be given in celebration or to those that
simply need a hug from God. There is no specific
criteria; the shawls are given to let the receivers
know they are not alone and provide them with a
sense of God’s peace and healing.

Friday, August 27, 6pm
The Community Dinner will now be a hybrid event.
Diners can join us inside Herr Hall to dine in person
or pick up a dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

Blessing Bags
There is a need - more than
ever - to help those less fortunate. People who are forced to
ask for handouts to feed and take care of themselves and their families. These bags are a great
way of offering them some help.
We have several bags ready to be picked up!
May these bags reach those in need and them feel
the Lord's blessing!
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me."
- Matthew 25:40

Local Food Pantries need our support. Non-perishable items like tuna fish, cereal, powdered milk,
rice, peanut butter, jelly, soup, macaroni and sauce
as well as personal care items like diapers, wipes,
bar soap and toothpaste.
Donations can be brought in with you on Sundays
or left in the green bin located in front of the church
during the week.
Thank you for helping support those in need.

