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Pastor’s Ponderings
This month I share with you one of the devotional
resources I read on a regular basis. If you are looking
to expand your devotional reading I invite you to
visit seedbed.com. In addition to this devotional
you will find other spiritual growth resources.
Blessings,
Pastor Kent

Homecoming Is the Spirit’s Goal
By Dan Wilt, June 13, 2021
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and
give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit
in you and move you to follow my decrees and be
careful to keep my laws.
Ezekiel 36:26-27 (NIV)
CONSIDER THIS
The prophets of the Old Testament were wellacquainted with the activity of the Holy Spirit.
Prophets had the task of hearing the Spirit speak,
and then delivering that undiluted message to the
appropriate party.
The Hebrew word for prophesy is naba, and it
means to speak (or even sing) by inspiration, or
as I like to call it, “in-Spirit-ation.” And what does
the Spirit say? The Spirit is always drawing us
back to our covenant-relationship with God. For a
prophet like Ezekiel, the Spirit was inspiring him to
call Israel home. A new heart, tender to God, is the
homecoming gift for the exile in return, a heart of
flesh that is responsive to the tireless love of God.
The Spirit is always, always, calling people home.
Many years ago, I was sitting on an airplane getting
ready to take off across the country. I was a happy
introvert. It was a 5-hour trip and the seat beside
me—possibly the last open seat
on the plane—was empty! Then,
just as the doors were about to
close and my restful journey was
about to begin, a loud, angry, and
large business man came bustling
through the aircraft door.

He strode toward the back of the plane, right where I
had settled in, and climbed over me to take the seat
beside me (banging my head with his briefcase on
the way through!).
Within moments, he was asking me if I believed in
God! I had no Bible in my hand or “pastor” label
stamped on my forehead. Then he launched right
into his story: he told me how he had taken lives
in the military, how he had tried to cleanse his
guilt by doing humanitarian work, how he was an
atheist, and how he hated God because his young
daughter was dying in a hospital bed (Note: his
little girl regularly went and prayed for all the other
patients on her floor. A sweet messenger had been
given to him to help guide him home!)
In the middle of his confession, which had drawn
the interest of everyone in the last five rows of the
plane, I asked the Holy Spirit to speak to me. An
unusual idea came into my mind: “Ask him who
Rebecca is, and what her place is in his life.” I was
terrified I would sound like a crazy person, but faith
is spelled R-I-S-K (John Wimber). I told him that I
believed God speaks to people, and whispered the
question to him: “Who is Rebecca, and what place
does she have in your life?”
His jaw immediately dropped. His eyes welled up
with tears. His countenance softened. His voice
fell to a whisper. “How do you know Rebecca?”
he asked with unbelief. “I don’t,” I said, “but God
does, and He knows you, too.” Rebecca was his
girlfriend, and she was trying to get them to go back
to church. As we got off the flight, he promised me
he was going to give God another chance.
As J.D. Walt says, the prayer we are invited to pray
is “Jesus, I belong to you.” And to own that prayer,
sometimes a heart must be softened
by an encounter that enables one to
say: “Jesus, I am known and seen
by you.” To partner with the Holy
Spirit, is to call people home.

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

THE PRAYER
Jesus, I receive the Holy Spirit. I want to partner
with your Holy Spirit in calling people home to your
great love for them. Come, Holy Spirit, teach me
to hear your voice, and to obey. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
THE QUESTION
What are the names of those in your sphere of
influence who come to mind as candidates for
being called home to Jesus? Ask Jesus right now
to do whatever it takes to turn them around.
For the Awakening,
Dan Wilt

Holy Spirit Encounter 2021
This year's Holy Spirit Encounter, held by Aldersgate
Renewal Ministries, desires to provide an opportunity
to encounter the supernatural presence and power
of the Holy Spirit, to equip believers to carry the
ministry of Jesus, and to encourage believers to
live daily in relationship with the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.
Join us at Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore,
KY (Limited Capacity) or online July 15-17, 2021!
https://aldersgaterenewal.org/events/aldersgateconference

A New Kind of Fundraiser
Every year or two, our UMC, Branford Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done. We currently have 9 projects
that we are in the process of scheduling and we are
getting cost estimates for all of them.
One church member came up with the wonderful
idea of offering a new kind of fundraiser…would you
like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE
PROJECT? The projects (and estimates if we have
them) are listed here. If there is one you would like
to help fund, please send a check to the church and
in the memo line include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax deductible contributions.
Thank you in advance for your willingness to help
as stewards of all that the Lord has entrusted to our
care.
• Painting the front of the church building
• Gutter replacement on rear of building ($629)
• Repair sanctuary door locks

• Repair hinges on bilco doors at parsonage
• Remove & replace steps to side entrance at
parsonage
• Purchase & install air conditioner in Pastor’s office
• Maintenance on anderson tree ($400)
• Repair church radon system ($500)
• Purchase battery backup for parsonage sump
pump

Small Study Groups
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
Sing! How Worship Transforms Your
Life, Family and Church
by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty
Rediscover what it means to lift up
your voice in praise. In Sing!, modern hymn writers
Keith and Kristyn Getty explore why we sing and
what that means for individual worshipers and
churches. With attention to the Bible's witness
on worship, this book will help Christians better
understand and more deeply appreciate praising
God with music and in song. We sing to proclaim
the gospel together in obedience to God and to
celebrate the gift of faith.

One Verse (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer
to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek out opportunities through the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words.
I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe
the words and claim their truth together in 2021.

Sermon Series
I have begun to preach through the Gospel of Luke
and the Book of Acts during 2021! Both Biblical
texts come from the same author, and studying
them straight through will give us a clear picture
of how the ministry of the 1st century church flows
out of Jesus' life on earth. On June 27, we began
the book of Acts !! If all goes well, we will finish our
study of the Acts of the Apostles by the end of 2021.

Digital Ministry Team
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

Ministries of Prayer & Care
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can "be the church."
In the coming weeks, I would like to establish a
Ministries of Prayer and Care.
Would you be interested in attending a virtual
Prayer Meeting? Please contact Pastor Kent by
text message or phone call at 845-522-1233 or by
email at umcbpastor@gmail.com. We will schedule
a time (or multiple times) to gather virtually for
sharing joys and concerns and praying for the
needs of our church, community & the world.
It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part
of a Care Ministry, please contact Pastor Kent by
phone or email. Each volunteer will be assigned
3 to 4 families to keep in touch with on a monthly
basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor Kent
any joys or concerns they become aware of.
Please know that you are always welcome to
contact Pastor Kent directly if you have any needs
or information you would like to share.

Ministry With Social Distancing
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is now regularly

working out of the church office and is available
to meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care
needs.He is willing to meet in person or by Zoom
or telephone. Please contact Pastor Kent by email
umcbpastor@gmail.com, phone 203-488-0549 or
text 845-522-1233 if you wish to be in conversation.
MEETINGS: Our committee meetings will be
meeting using a HYBRID format in-person and via
Zoom. Please go to www.Zoom.us and click “Sign
Up. It’s Free” to create your account.
All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like to
receive an invitation to join a meeting please contact
Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can receive the
log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider using our
online giving platform by clicking the “Give
Now” button on the church website at www.
UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION: The church office is open from
Monday and Friday 8am-11am and Tuesday and
Thursday 8am-12:30pm. You are welcome to visit
the church office with any church business you
need to conduct.
Blessings,

Pastor Kent

July Events

July Birthdays

Wed 7/7, 7pm: Trustees
Sat 7/10, 9am: Ruby's Plant Sale
Sat 7/10, 10am-3pm: Drivethru Pageant Work Day
Tues, 7/13, 5:30pm: Diaper Distribution
Wed, 7/14, 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
7/15-17: Holy Spirit Encounter
Mon 7/19, 12:30pm: Women's Luncheon
Wed 7/21, 6:15pm: Prayer Meeting
Wed 7/21, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Wed 7/28, 7pm: Finance Committee
Fri 7/30, 6pm: Community Dinner
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

10
13
24
29

SUNDAYS:
9:30am
Worship in-person and livestream
MONDAYS:
10:10am
Monday Morning Quarterbacking:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
4:00pm
Sewing for God
TUESDAYS:
7-8:30pm
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online during the pandemic.
		
Please email Pastor Kent for
		
a Zoom link or telephone number if
		
you would like to join.
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS:
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS:
7pm		
AA meeting

Rosemary Luzzi
Philip Gregoire
Andrew Wolek
Jocelyn Neary
James Torello
Michael Mazzucco
Marcia Donnelly, Molly Mazzucco
Ellie Bowman
Erica Klein
Anne Jackson
Edward Perchaluk
Carole Viel

July Anniversaries

Eunice & Sterwin Maggay
M.E. & Stephen Solomon
Heather & Michael Mazzucco
Robert & Susan McMahon

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

COVID Protocols as of July 1, 2021
SUNDAY MORNING:
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Communion elements will be offered at the front of the sanctuary using wafers and individual juice cups.
Pre-packaged Communion elements will be available for those who choose not to come forward.
• Passing of the Peace will resume with respect for those who may refrain from physical contact.
• Children’s Message: Children will remain seated with their families or may be invited forward at the Pastor’s discretion. We will not be continuing the virtual Children’s Message.
• Tithes & Offerings may be placed in the offering box at the rear of the sanctuary. We also encourage mailing in your offering and the use of online giving.
• Coffee Hour will resume in Herr Hall with prepackaged snacks, coffee, and juice being served.
• The Faith Mobile will resume. Vaccinated drivers will not be required to wear masks.
CHURCH MEETINGS & STUDY GROUPS
• In-person meetings will resume in Herr Hall, using a hybrid format. This will allow those who wish to attend
in person the opportunity to do so, while those that choose to remain remote can also participate via Zoom.
A webcam/TV set-up in Herr Hall will allow everyone to participate equally.
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated others is optional.*
FUNDRAISERS
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Please be respectful of one another’s personal space.
• All spaces should be sanitized after use.
BUILDING USE BY OUTSIDE GROUPS (AA, Al-Anon, CT Yuletide Carolers, Branford Chorale, etc.)
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Please be respectful of one another’s personal space.
• All spaces should be sanitized after use.
CHURCH OFFICE i
• The church office is open for those who need to conduct church business and ministry.
• Masks are REQUIRED for those who have not been COVID-19 vaccinated. Mask wearing for those who
are fully vaccinated is optional.*
• Please be respectful of one another’s personal space.
• Staff will have their own masks available for use when others wearing masks are present. Church staff are
required to wear a mask when approaching or approached by another who is wearing a mask.
* While wearing a mask indoors if you are fully vaccinated is optional, we request that you keep a mask on
your person so that if you approach or are approached by a church member wearing a mask, you will have the
option to put one on to make them feel more comfortable.
Masks are not required when outside.
NOTE: UMC, Branford will continue to develop online/virtual connections and ministry opportunities even as
we continue to resume and expand in-person ministries.

Meet The Staff!

Meet the Preschool Room Instructors
FRANCESCA NAPOLITANO came
to L&P after years of work as a Learning Center Specialist & Camp Counselor – she currently teaches Sunday
school at her home church. Francesca expressed that teaching children brings her such
joy, she loves what she does because she gets to
be a positive role model to them each and every
day. Her favorite Bible verse is Philippians 4:8!

CAITLIN HALLORAN began her
classroom experience in Early Childhood in 2017. Before that, she has
worked with children dating back to
her very first job as an art instructor at
a summer camp. Caitlin studied English Literature
at the University of Connecticut. She comes from a
family of teachers and loves to see children reach
their milestones. Her favorite Bible verse is found in
1 Corinthians 13:8!

Congratulations to the Class of 2021!

L&P Summer Program Begins

Learn & Play is so very proud of our Pre-K graduates! We pray that as our friends move on to Kindergarten, they will always keep the love of Jesus
in their hearts and continue to shine their light for
all to see!

Happy first day of the L&P Summer Program! Our
book of the summer is "Good, Good Father" - a story about a little bear whose life is changed forever
when he discovers how great the King's love is for
him.
As we read this story, along with many others, we
will learn of God's love & faithfulness through the
Kings & Queens found in the Bible. We are ready
for a royally fun Summer!

"Like" their page at (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632

Planning continues for UMCB's first-ever Drive Thru
Christmas Pageant! The dates have been finalized:
Saturday, December 11
Sunday, December 12
2:00 - 4:00 pm
Several scenes from the Nativity Story will be arranged on a path around our parking lot. There's
no charge for admission, although we will have a
freewill donation collection. We'll also be distributing goody bags with holiday treats and information
about UMC Branford.
We'll need lots of volunteers for a wide variety of
tasks—some the day of the event, some in advance. Here's just a partial list of ways you can be
involved (many are great family activities):
Performers • Costumes • Traffic Control •
Scenery Building & Painting • Publicity •
Goody Bag Assembly • Animals (know anyone
with livestock for the manger scene?)

Goodbye, Dear Friend!
Long-time UMCB member M.E. Solomon has relocated to Louisville to be near her daughter. We're
sorry to see this wonderful woman who has been
such a faithful friend to so many leave, but send
her off with our wishes for safe travels and joy in
her new home.
...The Lord watch between you and me, when we
are out of one another's sight.
Genesis 31:49

Please mark your calendar for these Saturday
workdays: July 10 & August 14 from 10am to
3pm - lunch provided!
If you're interested in participating, please contact
Cheryl Torello at cheryl.torello@gmail.com..

SUMMER PLANT SALE

Saturday, July 10 • 9AM - 3PM
Daylilies and Perennials

It was with great sadness that
I learned that Gavin MacLeod
had passed away on May 29,
2021.
I’m sure most people remember him as the wisecracking
sidekick Murray Slaughter on
The Mary Tyler Moore Show
or as Captain Merrill Stubing
on the long-running Love Boat
series, but his life was much more than that.
As he stated in a 2013 interview, “My role as a
Christian is more important than Love Boat or Mary
Tyler Moore success.”
In his autobiography, This Is Your Captain Speaking: My Fantastic Voyage Through Hollywood, Faith
& Life, he chronicles his career from humble beginnings in school to moving to New York and finally Hollywood. His extreme optimism throughout
the story is infectious, and you can tell that he is
the kind of person who appreciates everything that
comes his way.
He does face a crisis - maybe a few - and realizes
that, at the peak of his success, he’s lacking meaning or purpose in his life and eventually rediscovers
Christ and emerges as a strong Christian.
He spent the latter half of his life spreading the gospel, first hosting a show called Back on Course for
17 years on the Trinity Broadcasting Network and
then through a series of Christian-themed movies.
He was so excited about the Christian message in
the 2009 film The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry, in
which he played the title character, that he decided
to decline future film roles so that his eventual obituary would include that as his last film appearance.
As you can probably gather from this, I found his
life and autobiography to be truly inspiring and encouraging in my own faith journey. I prefer the audio
version, which he narrates himself, because his excitement in his voice comes through stronger than
it does on paper, but both versions are enjoyable.
David Wells

July Mission Project
For the month of July, UMC Branford's mission project is to collect school supplies for children in the
local area.
Crayons, pencils, markers, dry erase markers,
back packs, hand sanitizer, tissues, notebooks, rulers, pencils, pencil cases - anything that will help a
student start off the school year right is what we are
looking for!
Donations can be left in the green bin outside the
church at any time during the week or left in the
blue bin in Connector Hall on Sundays.

Holiday Festival Update
We still don’t have a decision! It is looking more
and more like we will be able to do something for
fund raising. Faithful Stewards and those of us who
usually work on the festival are looking at the possibility of having the event in its usual format.
If we are not able to do that, we may try to do something outdoors, to include our tag sale, crafts and
possibly a food sale. There is a possibility we could
rent tables to others.
As soon as we figure it out, we will be sending out
information to all of you, as we will be needing lots
of help.

Ginger
ISO: Mason Jars!
Diane Nerkowski is gathering pintsize mason jars for a craft project.
You can bring them to church or
she'll pick them up - contact her at
nerkowski@sbcglobal.com

				
			

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

Community Dinner

Friday, July 30, 6pm

Our talented group of knitters have not let the
pandemic slow them down at all!! We have many
beautiful Prayer Shawls, Lap Robes and Baby
Blankets that have been blessed and are available
to take and give to those in need.
These shawls, robes, and blankets are given to
patients, family members, employees, and members
of the community who are experiencing a difficult
time and are in need of comfort and healing. They
may also be given in celebration or to those that
simply need a hug from God. There is no specific
criteria; the shawls are given to let the receivers
know they are not alone and provide them with a
sense of God’s peace and healing.

Please pull into the church parking lot and into one
of the spaces for curbside pickup. A volunteer will
bring out dinner(s) to you wrapped up and ready for
travel.

Blessing Bags
There is a need - more than
ever - to help those less fortunate. People who are forced to ask for handouts to
feed and take care of themselves and their families.
These bags are a great way of offering them some
help.
We have several bags ready to be picked up!
May these bags reach those in need and them feel
the Lord's blessing!
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me."
- Matthew 25:40

Local Food Pantries need our support. Non-perishable items like tuna fish, cereal, powdered milk,
rice, peanut butter, jelly, soup, macaroni and sauce
as well as personal care items like diapers, wipes,
bar soap and toothpaste.
Donations can be brought in with you on Sundays
or left in the green bin located in front of the church
during the week.
Thank you for helping support those in need.

Sewing For God
HOORAY! We are now
able to start meeting
again in the small conference room across
from the kitchen!! Join
us on the 2nd & 4th
Mondays of July from
4:00pm – 6:30pm.
Artis Quilts: Starting on July 12, we will layer the
quilt tops that have already been created. If we
have 3-4 of us, we can accomplish this in one day.
Then on the 26th, we will continue to create more
quilt tops for our friends at Artis.

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
You can place them in the green bin outside of
church. It's a fun and easy way to support Ronald
McDonald House of Charities of Connecticut
and Western Massachusetts. Every tab makes a
difference, just like you do!
Thank you for your support of this great cause.
Rosemary & Tony

We will have a count from Artis on how many quilts
are required so that every resident has a quilt. Remember, we are over a year behind.
All supplies are provided, and we welcome anyone to come join us. Any questions, please contact
Rosemary at (203) 589-1620.

Women's Monthly Luncheon
Eli’s on Branford Hill
624 West Main Street (Route 1), Branford
Monday, July 19, 12:30pm – 2:30pm
RSVP by Sunday, July 18
to Rosemary at (203) 589-1620

Happiness Is...

Hello, Secret Pals!

As I entered UMCB for worship, seeing a “Snoopy”
tie brought smiles and memories. Marie loved attending worship. Your cards and phone calls
brought her joy as she awaited
the lifting of COVID restrictions to
return. Thank you to each of you!

I hope your summer is full of sun and fun and you
can be in the pool to stay cool!

Louise Lind

Rosemary

Remember that God loves you always.
If you have any questions regarding your Secret
Pal, feel free to call me at (203) 589-1620.

