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Pastor’s Ponderings
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me
When the storms of life are raging, stand by me
When the world is tossing me like a ship out on the
sea
Thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me
As I write the “Ponderings'' for this month, Hurricane
Henri has just made landfall in Rhode Island.
The anticipation of the disruption in our lifestyles,
including possible power outages and flooding, has
left many of us filled with anxiety in recent days.
The last few days have found people preparing by
gathering enough supplies to weather the storm
and its aftermath. Thankfully, the effects of the
storm seem to be less than anticipated.
From a Pastoral perspective, it made me think
about the spiritual and emotional storms many
people face on a daily basis. While the hurricane
presents challenges to our community, the
emotional and spiritual “storms” are ones we often
experience individually. Meteorologists can help
us prepare for challenging weather patterns, and
news media show us the actual destruction caused
as it happens. Our internal spiritual and emotional
battles, however, are less visible to those around
us.
As the rains come, we have an opportunity to check
in with each other to ask how they are weathering
the storm. This may also be a reminder for us, as
people of faith, to check in with those who may be
experiencing spiritual and emotional storms and let
them know we care and are willing to listen as they
share their anxiety, grief, or any other emotions
they are feeling.
Whether we face physical weather-related storms or
personal emotional and spiritual storms, my prayer
is that we may always remember that Jesus is close
to those who are suffering. When the “storms of life
are raging,” we can earnestly seek the presence of
the Lord to “stand by me”. The Lord is the ruler of
wind and sea, and no challenge that we are faced
with is outside of the Lord’s control.

When you are faced with the storms of life, share
your thoughts with friends, and seek the Lord
through prayer. As we stand by one another, let us
remember that the Lord will also be standing by us.

Fall MISSION Projects
Faithful Stewards, our church program committee is
encouraging you to support three mission projects
for the Fall. Please consider participating!!
•
•

•

SEPTEMBER: collecting new socks, which will
be donated to Columbus House for distribution.
OCTOBER: collecting new hats, scarves, and
mittens, which will be placed in public spaces
in New Haven to be available for anyone who
needs them.
NOVEMBER: Operation Christmas Child, a
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, invites you to
fill a shoebox…and volunteer in our collection
center, Nov. 15-21.

A New Kind of Fundraiser:
PICK A PROJECT
Every year or two, our UMC, Branford Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done. We currently have 9 projects
that we are in the process of scheduling, and we
are getting cost estimates for all of them.
One church member came up with the wonderful
idea of offering a new kind of fundraiser…would you
like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE
PROJECT? The projects (and estimates, if we have
them) are listed here. If there is one you would like
to help fund, please send a check to the church and
in the memo line include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax deductible contributions.
Thank you to those who have already contributed!!
We have received checks totaling $750 and have
begun some of this work. Your continued support of
this Trustee Fundraiser is encouraged.
continued

• Painting the front of the church building ($5,200)
• Gutter replacement on rear of building ($629)
• Repair sanctuary door locks
• Repair hinges on parsonage bilco doors
• Remove/replace parsonage side entrance steps
• Purchase/install air conditioner in Pastor’s office
• Maintenance on Anderson tree ($400)
• Repair church radon system DONATION RECEIVED!
• Purchase battery backup for parsonage sump
pump

Small Study Groups
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
I would love to add new people to either group or
start another group. Please let me know if another
day/time would be preferable for you.
Please consider joining in as we read and discuss:
Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday
Life by Tish Harrison Warren.
In overlooked moments and
routines, we can become aware of
God's presence in surprising ways.
How do we embrace the sacred in
the ordinary and the ordinary in the
sacred?
Each chapter in this book looks at
something that the author does during the day-making the bed, brushing her teeth, losing her keys.
Life is viewed through the lens of liturgy - small
practices and habits that form us. Drawing from the
diversity of her life as a campus minister, Anglican
priest, friend, wife, and mother, Tish Harrison Warren
opens up a practical theology of the everyday. Each
activity is related to a spiritual practice as well as an
aspect of our Sunday worship. Come and discover
the holiness of your everyday.

One Verse (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer

to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek opportunities throughout the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words.
I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe
the words and claim their truth together in 2021.

Sermon Series
I have begun to preach through the Gospel of Luke
and the Book of Acts during 2021! Both Biblical
texts come from the same author, and studying
them straight through will give us a clear picture
of how the ministry of the 1st century church flows
out of Jesus' life on earth. On June 27, we began
the book of Acts !! If all goes well, we will finish our
study of the Acts of the Apostles by the end of 2021.

Digital Ministry Team
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

Ministries of Prayer & Care
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can "be the church."
In the coming weeks, I would like to establish a
Ministries of Prayer and Care.
Would you be interested in attending a virtual
Prayer Meeting? Please contact Pastor Kent by
text message or phone call at 845-522-1233 or by
email at umcbpastor@gmail.com. We will schedule
a time (or multiple times) to gather virtually for
sharing joys and concerns and praying for the
needs of our church, community & the world.
continued

It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part
of a Care Ministry, please contact Pastor Kent by
phone or email. Each volunteer will be assigned
3 to 4 families to keep in touch with on a monthly
basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor Kent
any joys or concerns they become aware of.
Please know that you are always welcome to
contact Pastor Kent directly if you have any needs
or information you would like to share.

Ministry As Social Distancing Protocols
Are Relaxed
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is now regularly
working out of the church office and is available
to meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care
needs. He is willing to meet in person or by Zoom
or telephone. Please contact Pastor Kent by email
umcbpastor@gmail.com, phone 203-488-0549 or
text 845-522-1233 if you wish to be in conversation.
MEETINGS: Our committee meetings will be
meeting using a HYBRID format in-person and via
Zoom. Please go to www.Zoom.us and click “Sign
Up. It’s Free” to create your account.
All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like
to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider using our
online giving platform by clicking the “Give
Now” button on the church website at www.
UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION: The church
office is open Monday, Thursday,
and Friday from 8am to 12pm.
You are welcome to visit the
church office with any church business you need
to conduct.
Blessings,

Pastor Kent

ROLL 'EM UP!
How do you make a donation
suddenly increase by 40%?
ROLL IT!!
Our summer fundraiser is easy.
It helps you clean out your
drawers, jars, and piggy banks
of excess change. Ocean State
Job Lot will exchange every $1
of rolled coins for a $1.40 store credit - increasing
your donation by 40%! UMC Branford can then use
the credit to purchase supplies.
You can participate by:
• Rolling your coins, taking them to the store, and
givng the store gift card to the church;
• Rolling your coins and bringing them to the
church - we'll exchange them for gift cards;
• Collecting loose coins in a bag and bringing
them to church. We'll roll them and exchange
them for gift cards.
Just look what 50 donations of $50 will raise:
50 x $50
$2,500
40% bonus +$1,000
		
$3,500
In order to get things "rolling," we've mailed you a
few coin wrappers, or you can pick them up in the
sanctuary.
Let's get rolling!

September Events
Wed, 9/1, 7pm: Trustees
Sat, 9/4, 9am: Ruby's Plant Sale (see pg. 11)
Wed, 9/8, 6:30pm: L&P Advisory Committee
Fri, 9/10: East Haven Festival (see pg. 10)
Mon, 9/13, 4pm: Sewing for God (see pg. 10)
Tues, 9/14, 5:30pm: Diaper Distribution
Wed, 9/15, 7pm: Faithful Stewards Committee
Mon, 9/20, 12:30pm: Women's Luncheon (see pg. 10)
Fri, 9/24, 6pm: Community Dinner (see pg. 10)
Mon, 9/27, 4pm: Sewing for God (see pg. 10)
Wed, 9/29, 7pm: Finance Committee
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS:
9:30am
Worship in-person and livestream
MONDAYS:
10:10am
Monday Morning Quarterbacking:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
TUESDAYS:
7-8:30pm
		
		
		
		
7:30pm

Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
Meeting online during the pandemic.
Please email Pastor Kent for
a Zoom link or telephone number if
you would like to join.
AA meeting

THURSDAYS:
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group:
		
Meeting online via conference call
		
during the pandemic. Please call
		
(425) 436-6385 and use access code
		841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS:
7pm		
AA meeting

September Birthdays
2
3
4
10
18
19
21
23
29

Jacob Rader
Amy Kapadia
Adam Jackson, Trina Bowman, Noah Rader
Karyn Capezzone, Diane Nerkowski
Michael Loukides
Pepi Capezzone
Bonnie Gregoire
Pat Steeves, Toni Ginnetti
Megan Wells

September Anniversaries
1
3
16
30

Cheryl & James Torello
Karyn & Pepi Capezzone
Lydia & Paul Wezenski
Lori & Michael Cartwright

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Learn & Play - Late Summer Activities!
Are you following Learn & Play on Facebook? It's a great way to see what our young students are up to!
Find them on Facebook (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632
We had a blast ending the Summer Program with
a Foam Party! Special thank you to The Party
Troupe !

We have had a very productive Teacher Development Week! Between workshops and meetings
our teachers have been focusing on classroom
set-up, lesson planning & created some beautiful
bulletin boards!
We would like to thank Painted by the Shore for
stopping by for a mid-week paint session for our
staff. We feel so blessed to have these wonderful
group of women represent Learn & Play!

Amazon Wish Lists: it's an easy click to add an
item to your shopping cart and enrich our little
ones' experience! Lists can be found at:
https://bit.ly/3B5oDkC

The Learn & Play Difference

Small class sizes allow for individualized success during whole-class, teacher-directed instruction. Child directed activity centers, enriched with hands-on experiences, engage each child’s natural curiosity and encourage exploration of God’s world at a child’s own pace. We focus on the development of the whole child in these
six areas:
SPIRITUAL: to provide a Christian foundation for approaching life;
ACADEMIC: to provide development of cognitive skills through hands-on learning experiences;
SOCIAL: to provide experience in responding appropriately to others;
EMOTIONAL: to encourage consistent, loving boundaries of acceptable behavior;
PHYSICAL: to develop gross and fine motor skills as each child experiences incredible changes and growth;
AESTHETIC: to provide exposure to rhythm, music, and various art mediums.
NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS FOR THE FALL SEMESTER! www.learnandplaychristian.org

It’s a Go!!!
Annual Holiday Festival
Saturday, Nov. 13
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Bake Shoppe • Handcrafts • Gifts for Pets
Granny’s Cellar (Tag Sale) • Granny’s Antiques (better items)
Jewelry / Scarfs, etc. • Plants
And much more . . .
And featuring
Big Bob’s Roadside Grill
Breakfast Sandwiches • Lunch Menu
As you receive this issue of The Cross & Flame, we are just about two months from the Festival. First, thank
you to all of you who have stepped forward and volunteered to help out.
After discussion at the Faithful Stewards meeting, we've made some decisions about changes to some of our
traditional plans.
The largest change is that we will not be having the silent auction. There are several reasons:
• A silent auction works best at an event where everybody stays for the entire time, so competition can raise
the bids.
• It will save us from having to solicit items.
• In past years, our members ended up bidding on items because there were no bids. The object is not for
all of us to have to spend more money in addition to all the work we do for the festival.
Instead, the Silent Auction will be replaced by themed baskets, which will still have bids collected. We are
not looking at a large number of baskets – maybe a half dozen or so. On the next page is a list of suggested
themes, if you need ideas. We will be looking for donated baskets. A great way to keep the expense down is
to have several people get together to do one basket.
Another change: it was suggested that we work on establishing an annual dessert to be sold all day during
the festival. With luck, it will become a draw, such as the strawberry shortcake at the Branford Festival and the
peach shortcake at the Stony Creek Congregational Church. Suggested for our fall season festival is apple
crisp with ice cream or whipped cream (homemade, of course). We are open to any other suggestions before
we make a final decision.
The sales of pet items did very well at our last festival, so if you can make anything for that table, please do so.
We will once again move some of the better items upstairs from the tag sale and try to get better prices at our
Golden Treasure table.
On the next page, you will find a signup sheet with all our needs for running the festival. If you are able to volunteer, please fill out the sheet and reaturn it to me, or phone or email me with your signup - 203-488-0017 or
gingerknit@aol.com. Don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions!
Ginger

Volunteer for our Holiday Festival!
Set up: Friday, November 12 – Time TBA
Festival: Saturday, November 13 – 8 am – 2 pm
Breakdown & Clean-up: begins as soon as Festival is done
Name ______________________________________________
Phone ______________ Email _________________________
Department

Chair or
Co-Chair

Work in
the Area

Set Up (Friday)
Bake Shoppe

Diane N.

Pet & Animal Items
Crafts & Hobbies
Theme Baskets
Jewelry

Sam A.

Christmas Ornaments
Plants / Flowers
Granny’s Cellar

Laurie &
Roger

Golden Treasures
(better tag sale items)

Diane N.

Breakfast

Bob N.

Lunch

Bob N.

Donate
items

SOME IDEAS
FOR THEME BASKETS
Puzzles
Paper (Stationery, etc.)
Fast Food Gift Cards
Travel
Reading
Snowed In
Baker’s Supplies
Spa Pamper Supplies
Mexican
Baked Goods
Candles
Winter Wonderland
Ornaments
Candy / Old Fashioned Candy
Holiday Movies
Movie night
Pasta/Italian
Coffee/Tea and . . .
Toys
Other Children’s Interests
Gingerbread House Making Kit
Tools
Hurricane Survival
Gardening
Manicure/Pedicure

Breakdown & Cleanup

We are in need many items for the craft department. Would you be willing to attend
a craft workshop in Sept. or October?

□ Yes □ No

If you know what you might be contributing, please list the item here:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday, Dec. 11 & Sunday, Dec. 12, 2-4 pm
Featuring scenes from the Nativity Story
Free admission!
Thank you to all the volunteers who came out to
our workdays in July and August! We still need lots
of volunteers for a wide variety of tasks—some the
day of the event, some in advance. Here's just a
partial list of ways you can be involved (many are
great family activities):
Performers • Costumes • Traffic Control •
Scenery Building & Painting • Publicity •
Goody Bag Assembly • Animals (know anyone
with livestock for the manger scene?)
If you're interested in participating, please contact
Cheryl Torello at cheryl.torello@gmail.com.

Standing With Haiti Amid Quake & Storm
On August 14, a major 7.2 earthquake occurred
in the South (Sud) Department of Haiti. The most
severely affected areas impacted are in Port-auPrince, the areas of Les Cayes, in the south, and
Jérémie, in the west. Les Cayes and Jérémie are
still recovering from Hurricane Matthew that happened in 2016.
The New York Annual Conference (NYAC) has a
long history of mission in Haiti and is in contact with
leaders and people on the ground. Donations are
welcome and should be offered through the United Methodist Committee on Relief, International
Disaster Response and Recovery on
their website:
https://bit.ly/384uzhG

The Faithful Stewards committee has planned
some wonderful outreach and mission activities for
the upcoming months!
During the month of September, we are holding a
Sock Drive to benefit the clients of the Columbus
House in New Haven, which is a sober homeless
shelter. Please bring a package of white tube socks
to church when you come to worship during the
month of September.
Don’t forget to take a minute to sign up in Connector Hall for a brief slot of time (2 hours) to be at our
church booth at the East Haven Festival.
Coming in October & November:
• Hats, scarves, and gloves drive for the homeless
• Operation Christmas Child!
As always, thank you, thank you, thank you — it’s
so exciting to be part of a Church family that carries the love of Jesus out into the world. God bless
YOU!!
Your Faithful Stewards Committee

				
			

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

Community Dinner

Friday, September 24, 6pm
The Community Dinner will now be a hybrid event.
Diners can join us inside Herr Hall to dine in person
or pick up a dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

East Haven Fall Festival
September 10-11
UMCBranford will have a booth at this year’s East
Haven Fall Festival. We need church members,
family, and friends willing to be part of it.
There is a signup sheet in Connecter Hall that you
can use to sign up for time slots, or contact David to
sign up at gdavid3@yahoo.com or 203-871-7393.
Booth hours:
Friday, Sept 10: 5pm to 10pm
Saturday, Sept 11: 11am to 11pm
Don’t feel you need to commit to a full or even half
day! If several of us are there for a couple of hours
each, we’ll easily have it covered!
We’ll be handing out information about our church
and its ministries, including Learn & Play, the Community Dinner, our Fall Festival, and more!

Hello, Secret Pals!
Reds, oranges, browns - we wish our Secret Pals a
colorful Fall! Remember that God loves you always.
If you have any questions regarding your Secret
Pal, feel free to call me.
Rosemary

Women's Monthly Luncheon
Chili's Grill & Bar
58 Frontage Rd, East Haven
Monday, Sept. 20, 12:30 – 2:30 pm
$10 meal deal – appetizer, entrée and drink.
Lunch special also available.
RSVP by Sunday, Sept. 19 to Rosemary at (203)
589-1620 or rosemary.llam@gmail.com

Sewing For God
HOORAY! Join us on Mondays,Sept. 13 and
27 from 4 to 6:30 pm. We are now able to
meet in the small conference room across
from the kitchen!
For the month of September, we will be working on tops for our friends at Artis. We hope
to be able to present them with some quilts
by November.
Any questions, please contact Rosemary at
(203) 589-1620.

Huge Perennial Plant & Shrub Sale
Saturday, Sept. 4 · 9 am-3 pm
United Methodist Church

811 East Main St, Branford, CT 06405
(One mile east of the Chowder Pot on Route 1)

Our growing season for 2021 is coming to an end. This
a great time to do your fall planting.
Great Selection - our Perennials are native to the area
and are very hearty! Prices vary $5-$30

Daylilly
Hydrangea
Hosta
Sedum
Echinacea

Bee Balm
Astilbe
Lavender
Stokesia Aster
And many more!

