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Pastor’s Ponderings
Spiritual Growth & Continuing Education
Every year, Clergy in the NY Annual Conference
are expected to take a week to focus on Continuing
Education and a separate week for Spiritual Growth.
Most years, I will travel to attend an event. But, in
light of the pandemic, gatherings of this sort are
less prevalent.
With the approval of our Staff Parish Relations
Committee, I will be engaging in a self guided
time of Continuing Education and Spiritual Growth
from Nov. 8 through 21. My intention is to spend
concentrated time exploring the topic of Healthy
Living from a spiritual and physical perspective.
Toward this end, I will be studying three resources:
• Taste and See by Margaret Feinberg
• The Daniel Plan by Rick Warren
• Made to Crave by Lysa TerKeurst
If you have any Church Matters or Pastoral needs
during this time, please reach out to Laurie Gagne.
If there is a concern that needs my attention, Laurie
will communicate with me so that I can respond in
a timely manner.

Visioning Questions
We have spent the last 18 months navigating
through the reality of COVID and discovering how to
maintain ministry in light of the restrictions imposed
by the pandemic. Now, it is time to take a forwardlooking posture and discern a Vision for Ministry
that will guide our decisions for programming,
leadership, and management of resources for the
future.
A gathering is being planned for January when we
will have time for discussion about our future.
In preparation for this time we will gather
responses to several VISIONING QUESTIONS.
The first two questions are:
• What brought you to UMC, Branford?
• What keeps you at UMC, Branford?
You are invited to send your responses to these

questions to Pastor Kent by email, text message,
or in writing. Two additional sets of questions will be
considered in December and January. Response
forms will also be available during Sunday worship.

Charge Conference
Once again, our annual Charge Conference meeting
will be held across two sessions this year. Both be
held virtually using Zoom. All active members and
friends of UMC, Branford will receive the links by
email a few days ahead of time. Please feel free
to contact Pastor Kent if you have not received the
link and desire to attend the meeting.
Session One will be held on Sunday, Nov. 14 at 2
PM and will be highlighted by a brief worship time
and an address from our District Superintendent.
Session Two will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 16 at
7:30 PM. Agenda items will include approval of
Lay Servants, setting the Pastor’s compensation,
election of Trustees, approval of the report of the
Committee on Nominations, and more.

Hanging of the Greens
Our worship service on Nov. 28 will include a liturgy
for Hanging of the Greens. The First Sunday in
Advent marks the beginning of our preparation for
Christmas. Members and friends of UMC, Branford
are invited to participate in-person or online as
we anticipate this year’s celebration of the birth of
Jesus the Christ.

DEVOTION OF THE MONTH
How Encouragers Win Even When They Lose
By J.D. Walt, October 26, 2021
Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the
whole Israelite assembly gathered there. Joshua
son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were
among those who had explored the land, tore their
clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly,
continued

“The land we passed through and explored is
exceedingly good. If the Lord is pleased with us,
he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with
milk and honey, and will give it to us. Only do not
rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the
people of the land, because we will devour them.
Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do
not be afraid of them.”
Numbers 14:5-9 (NIV)
CONSIDER THIS:
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is
called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened
by sin’s deceitfulness. (Hebrews 3:13)
It’s today again! ;0)
This meeting has clearly gone off the rails. The people
are crying and yelling. They are grumbling and
cursing under their breath. In a move of desperate
devotion, Moses and Aaron have fallen facedown
on the ground in front of the whole assembly. Now
Joshua and Caleb, the two members of the minority
report, begin ripping up their clothes. When Patrick
Lencioni said good meetings need drama I don’t
think this is what he had in mind. This meeting is
headed for mutiny. Coaches are about to be axed
mid-season. This is clearly going to be a major
turning point in the story.
The Promised Land movement is all but lost.
Against all odds, Joshua and Caleb determine to
express their encouragement to the people, come
what may. Let’s break their speech down to its
enumerated points.
1. The land we passed through and explored is
exceedingly good.
2. If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into
that land, a land flowing with milk and honey,
and will give it to us.
3. Only do not rebel against the Lord.
4. And do not be afraid of the people of the land
5. because we will devour them.
6. Their protection is gone,
7. but the Lord is with us.
8. Do not be afraid of them.
“The Lord. . . The Lord. . . The Lord.” Did you see
it? Count them. Three times they witness to the
presence and power of God.
I love that the designated leaders of the people,
Moses and Aaron, are not the ones giving this
exhortation. They are facedown on the floor. I love
the courage of these two eye-witnesses, leaving
everything on the field, knowing the other ten eye-

Encourage One Another
Jesus looks not so much for people to say
religious things, but to say and do
righteous things.

witnesses are not with them. They have taken a
courageous stand, knowing they would likely not
carry the day.
This is what our ascended Lord Jesus Christ is
watching for every minute of every day. He is looking
for those whose eyes are fixed on him, who will
give witness to “the Lord” around the family table,
in the church council meeting, at the executive
committee session at work, from city hall to the
halls of congress. He looks not so much for people
to say religious things but to say and do righteous
things. He is looking for those whose hearts belong
wholly to him.
Why is encouragement so essential? Because
discouragement is so dangerous. Discouragement
is toxic, like a malignant cancer, spreading a spirit
of defeat and despair which most often leads
to division. As we walk through this story, I am
beginning to see the strategy and movement of
encouragement. It begins with empathy and deep
identification with a person or community. Then it
moves to a shared remembrance of the story so
far. It then moves into a mode of prophetic copresencing, creating the space for the Holy Spirit
to move and minister to the heart of a person or
community. This is the space where deep begins
to call out to deep, before and even beyond words.
The final move is one of exhortation, where our
words take on supernatural capacities to freight the
heart and mind of God for and into another.
Here’s the best part. SPOILER ALERT: This story
will not end well. But we will never stop talking about
Caleb and Joshua. The witness of encouragement
always wins, even when it is on a losing team.
THE PRAYER
Father, teach and train us in this essential work
of encouragement. Give us the eyes of Jesus
to see others, the deep heart to hear them, the
ears to listen for what you are saying over them,
the patience to wait on you, and the boldness to
speak—come what may. I know it begins with my
own wholehearted belonging to you, Jesus. Come
Holy Spirit, and encourage my heart to this end and
these outcomes. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
continued

THE QUESTION
How is this approach and framework for
encouragement encouraging you? Challenging
you? How will you grow in your appropriation of it?

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY

begun some of this work. Your continued support of
this Trustee Fundraiser is encouraged.
DONATION RECEIVED!

•
•
•

Painting the front of the church building
Repair hinges on parsonage bilco doors
Repair church radon system

We recently began a new Prayer Initiative at
UMC, Branford. Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be
constant in prayer”! With that in mind the members
and friends of UMC, Branford are encouraged to
participate in the following ways:

DONATION RECEIVED & PROJECT COMPLETED!

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website umcbranford.org. Whenever
we receive notice of a prayer concern an email
message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.)
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns. This will be
distributed on Sunday mornings, posted on
our website, and can be requested by email or
USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on the
12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

A New Kind of Fundraiser:
PICK A PROJECT

•
•
•

Maintenance on Anderson tree
Repair Parsonage Garage electricity
Gutter replacement on rear of building

STILL TO BE FUNDED:

Repair sanctuary door locks
Remove/replace parsonage side entrance steps
Purchase/install air conditioner in Pastor’s office
Replace secondary pump for parsonage sump
pump

Small Study Groups
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
I would love to add new people to either group or
start another group. Please let me know if another
day/time would be preferable for you.
NEW STUDY BEGINNING DEC 28 & 30:
Methodism: A Very Short Introduction
by William J. Abraham

One church member came up with the wonderful
idea of offering a new kind of fundraiser…would you
like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE
PROJECT? The projects (and estimates, if we have
them) are listed here. If there is one you would like
to help fund, please send a check to the church and
in the memo line include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

This work traces Methodism from
its origins in the work of John
Wesley and the hymns of his
brother, Charles Wesley, in the 18th
century, right up to the present,
where it is one of the most vibrant
forms of Christianity. Considering
the identity, nature, and history
of Methodism, it provides a fresh
account of the place of Methodism in the life and
thought of the Christian Church. Describing the
message of Methodism, and who the Methodists
are, it also considers the practices of Methodism
and discusses its global impact and its decline in
the homelands. Finally, looking forward, this VSI
considers the future prospects for Methodism.

Thank you to those who have already contributed!!
We have received checks totaling $750 and have
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Every year or two, our UMC, Branford Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done. We currently have 9 projects
that we are in the process of scheduling, and we
are getting cost estimates for all of them.

One Verse (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer
to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek opportunities throughout the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words.
I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe
the words and claim their truth together in 2021.

All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like
to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider using our
online giving platform by clicking the “Give
Now” button on the church website at www.
UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION:
The church office is open Monday, Thursday, and
Friday from 8am to 12pm. You are welcome to visit
the church office with any church business you
need to conduct.
Blessings,

Digital Ministry Team

Pastor Kent

I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.

Stewardship 2022

We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

It's been a great month of reflecting together on
ministries, missions and outreach opportunities
for our church in 2022. A special thanks for the
inspiring messages from Venera Manuli, Chrissy
Blakney, and Diane Nerkowski each Sunday as
we heard about sharing hope for the future from
different perspectives.

Ministry As Social Distancing Protocols
Are Relaxed
MASKS ARE REQUIRED TO BE WORN AT ALL
TIMES IN THE CHURCH BUILDING
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is now regularly
working out of the church office and is available
to meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care
needs. He is willing to meet in person or by Zoom
or telephone. Please contact Pastor Kent by email
umcbpastor@gmail.com, phone 203-488-0549 or
text 845-522-1233 if you wish to be in conversation.
MEETINGS: Our committee meetings use a
HYBRID format in-person and via Zoom. Please go
to www.Zoom.us and click “Sign Up. It’s Free” to
create your account.

I'd like to thank everyone who has participated in
our 2022 Stewardship season, Now More Than
Ever: Sharing Hope for the Future.

We've also broadened our reach by including the
Learn & Play families with our church family, hoping
to bring more unity to all of us who are positively
affected by the ministries of UMC Branford.
For those who have returned their pledge cards
already, thank you! A quick reminder for those who
may have forgotten: extra pledge cards are available
at the church office, or click on the Stewardship
picture (Hope for the Future) on the website for
an online version. I'm looking
forward to our future together
in 2022!

Terri Wells

Stewardship Chair

November Events
Wed, 11/3, 6pm: Nominating Committee
Wed, 11/3, 7pm: Trustees
Mon, 11/8, 7pm: Stewardship Committee
Tues, 11/9, 5:30pm: Diaper Distribution
Wed, 11/10, 6:30pm: L&P Advisory Council
Fri, 11/12, 12pm: Romans 12:12 Prayer
Sat, 11/13, 9am: Holiday Festival
Sun, 11/14, 2pm: Charge Conference
Mon, 11/15-Fri, 11/19, 6-8pm:
Operation Christmas Child Drop-off
Tues, 11/16, 7:30pm: Charge Conference
Wed, 11/17, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Sun, 11/14, 2pm: Charge Conference
Sat, 11/20 10am-4pm:
Operation Christmas Child Drop-off
Sun, 11/21, 9am-1pm:
Operation Christmas Child Drop-off
Wed, 11/24, 7pm: Finance Committee
Fri, 11/26, 6pm: Community Dinner
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service
(live and streamed)

MONDAYS Monday Morning Quarterbacking
10:10am
(425) 436-6385
		Access code: 841200#.
TUESDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7-8:30pm
Contact Pastor Kent for Zoom link or
		dial-in number
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
10am		
Call (425) 436-6385
		
Access code 841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS AA meeting
7pm		

November Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
13
14
17
18
21
23
25
26

Janice Samoeil, Cheryl Torello
Lucy Mazzucco, Brent Talbott
Ro Robinson, Deb Talbott
Victoria Rezman, Debbie Shapiro
Gloria Carr
Brian Donnelly
Bradley Bowman
Joe Polio
Linda Beagle
Karen Bussey
Erich Bussey
Bea Shepard
Haley Bussey, Marisa Bussey
Ava Juliette Caruso, Kegan Spears

November Anniversaries
7
10
12
28

Bob & Cindy Anderson
Brad & Trina Bowman
Ron Arena & Toni Ginnetti
Paul & Nancy Dineen

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Follow Learn & Play on Facebook - it's a great way to see what our young students are up to!
Find them on Facebook (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632

The Learn & Play Difference
Small class sizes allow for individualized success during whole-class, teacher-directed instruction. Child directed activity centers, enriched with hands-on experiences, engage each child’s natural curiosity and encourage exploration of God’s world at a child’s own pace. We focus on the development of the whole child in these
six areas:
• SPIRITUAL: to provide a Christian foundation for approaching life;
• ACADEMIC: to provide development of cognitive skills through hands-on learning experiences;
• SOCIAL: to provide experience in responding appropriately to others;
• EMOTIONAL: to encourage consistent, loving boundaries of acceptable behavior;
• PHYSICAL: to develop gross and fine motor skills as each child experiences incredible changes and
growth;
• AESTHETIC: to provide exposure to rhythm, music, and various art mediums.
NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS! www.learnandplaychristian.org

Annual Holiday Festival
Saturday, Nov. 13
8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Bake Shoppe • Handcrafts • Gifts for Pets
Granny’s Cellar (Tag Sale) • Granny’s Antiques (better items)
Jewelry / Scarfs, etc. • Plants
And much more . . .
And featuring
Big Bob’s Roadside Grill
Breakfast Sandwiches • Lunch Menu
The Holiday Festival is just a few days away! If you are able to volunteer, please let me know (203-488-0017
or email gingerknit@aol.com). If you haven’t signed up but find you are able to help on Friday or Saturday, you
are more than welcome to join us. We have a good time. There is a signup sheet in Connector Hall.
Details:
• Friday: Setup starting at noon and working until we are finished. The more the merrier!
• Saturday: Festival starts at 8 am and closes at 2 pm. Morning workers will need to be at Herr Hall by 7:30
am. We had a good turnout in the early morning two years ago!
• Saturday: Cleanup starts as soon as the festival closes.
Ginger

Thank You to our Whole-In-One Golf Tournament Sponsors!
BREAKFAST SPONSOR
John J. Beatty, CPA
(860) 510-0133
33 Main Street, Old Saybrook, CT 06475

BUFFET LUNCH SPONSOR
W. S. Clancy Memorial Funeral Home
(203) 488-3414
244 North Main Street, Branford, CT 06405

TEE SPONSORS
Bowman Signs
(203) 874-2602
GOLFER REGISTRATION
363 New Haven Avenue, Milford, CT 06460

Swierad Insurance Associates LLC
(203) 415-7819
612 Bradley Street,
CT 06512
The East
5th Haven,
Annual

Please return this section with

Amazing
check madeGrace
payable to
“UMC,
Branford”
Pastor
Fred
& Dorothy Jackson
Any questions call Pastor Kent Jackson at
(203) 488-0549

GENERAL SPONSORS
Learn & Play Christian Early Learning Center
(203) 488-4028
811 East Main Street, Branford, CT 06405
Name & Telephone Number

Register alone, or with a foursome. If you
don’t register as a foursome we will team
you up that day.

________________________________

Ginger
Charlotte		
(___) - ______
- ____________
Brian & Marcia Donnelly
________________________________
In
Memory of Marie Donofrio
(___) - ______ - ____________
Ruby Lawrence
________________________________

Golf Tournament

Janice Samoeil
A Foursome Scramble Format
James & Doris Stamos
Carole Viel
Shot Gun Start - 8:30am

SEWING FOR GOD
Join us on Nov. 8 & 24 from 4–6:30pm!

Women’s Monthly Luncheon
Monday, Nov. 15,12:30 – 2:30 pm

Artis Quilts: Hooray - we have over 15 quilts tops
that are currently being quilted! A huge thank you
to the girls for assisting in getting these layered with
lots of laughter and fellowship.
I would also like to acknowledge Gail Valente for
her donation of a new roll of batting that will see us
through the winter and early spring.
Join us anytime to work on
sewing tops, cutting, pressing - there is always something to do, plus the added
bomus of great fellowship.
All supplies, materials, machines, etc.
Questions?
See Rosemary Luzzi.

73 W. Wharf Road - Madison
Please RSVP by Sunday, Nov. 14. If you have any
questions,call Rosemary at 203-589-1620

Hello, Secret Pals!
Thinking of all the Secret Pals out there and hoping
your Thanksgiving is special and is as wonderful as
you are.
If you have any questions regarding your Secret
Pal, feel free to call me. Rosemary 203-589-1620

LOOKING FOR YOUR TABS!!
Next Delivery Date: Feb. 1

We will have made another donation to Ronald McDonald House by time you see this. Thank you everyone for your continued contributions.
Collecting can tabs is a fun and easy way to support Ronald McDonald House of Charities of Connecticut and Western Massachusetts. Just remove
the pull tab before you recycle the can. It’s fun! You
can involve community groups and your family in
supporting the cause without a lot of effort. It takes
only a moment to help raise money that funds the
operations of our Houses.
Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. It would be nice
to start the New Year with another ‘Ronald McDonald House” drop. Every tab makes a difference, just
like you do!

Rosemary & Tony

Community Dinner

Friday, November 26, 6pm
The Community Dinner will now be a hybrid event.
Diners can join us inside Herr Hall to dine in person
or pick up a dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

It's Shoebox Time!
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an
international relief organization. Their mission is to provide local
partners around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys,
hygiene items, and school supplies as a means of reaching out to
children in their own communities with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
These simple gifts are shipped outside the United States to children
affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to
children living on Native American reservations in the US.
HOW TO PACK A SHOEBOX
• Pick up your shoebox in Connector Hall. You may also us a plastic
box of the same size.
• Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
• Fill your shoebox with gifts! Start with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball with pump,
or clothing outfit that will capture the child’s attention the instant he or she opens the box. For a gift suggestion
list according to age/gender, visit www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/what-goes-in-myshoebox-suggestions/
• Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. You can also include a personal note and photo.
• Include a $9 check in the shoebox. Or make your payment online at www.samaritanspurse- You’ll get a
barcoded label, and you’ll get an email telling you where your box was delivered. If you cannot donate, just do
the shoebox.
UMCB is an OCC regional collection center and will be open to receive collections from area churches from
November 15 to 21. We need many volunteers to help with this. The dates and hours will be posted on the
door to Herr Hall. Please sign up to help!

REMEMBER:
Final Drop-Off: Sunday, Nov. 21

				
			
Saturday, Dec. 11 & Sunday, Dec. 12, 2-4 pm
Featuring scenes from the Nativity Story
Free admission!
Volunteers still needed:
Performers • Costumes • Traffic Control •
Scenery Building & Painting • Publicity •
Goody Bag Assembly • Animals (know anyone
with livestock for the manger scene?)
Contact Cheryl Torello cheryl.torello@gmail.com

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

