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Pastor’s Ponderings
“WHEN THE END IS JUST THE
BEGINNING.”
They hurried to the village and found Mary and
Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger.
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what
had happened and what the angel had said to them
about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story
were astonished, but Mary kept all these things
in her heart and thought about them often. The
shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was
just as the angel had told them. - Luke 2:16-20
The holidays are over! Yes? Well, the gifts are
unwrapped, the leftovers have been put away, and
dishes are washed. Perhaps the tree has even been
taken down, and the decorations have been put
away for another year. It may seem like Christmas
is over.
The shepherds had similar thoughts. By witnessing
the baby Jesus in the manger, they saw what they
had come to see! The invitation of the angels had
reached its completion, and now they could resume
life as normal.
However, in reality, God’s new plan of salvation has
only begun. The ministry, death, and resurrection of
Jesus becomes visible through the windshield. The
shepherds would return glorifying and praising God
and they would tell everyone the details of what
they had witnessed in that stable in Bethlehem. The
shepherds were not invited to the manger ONLY for
their own edification, but so that they could go forth
and proclaim the Lord's messiah to all.
Truly, our faith is fully demonstrated when...
that which we inwardly witnessed becomes...
the testimony we outwardly proclaim!
Our mission as the church is to now take what we
have observed in the manger and proclaim the
Truth of God's love to the world. Receiving the birth
of Jesus, the love of God in our hearts...we are now
called to engage in mission to the world by meeting

the needs—spiritual, physical, and emotional—
of those around us. Or, in the words penned by
Howard Thurman:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.
[The poem “The Work of Christmas” is from Howard
Thurman’s The Mood of Christmas and Other
Celebrations and is used by permission of Friends
United Press. All rights reserved.]

SOUP-ER BOWL OF CARING
Everyone is invited to begin
donating cans of soup for our
annual Soup-er Bowl of Caring.
Your donations, which will
support local food pantries, may
be brought in throughout the month of January. On
Super Bowl Sunday, February 13, you will be invited
to bring a $1 donation to church to vote for the team
you will be cheering for in this year’s game!

MINISTRY NOTE
Due to the recent increase in the COVID infection
rate, we are now asking everyone to wear masks
during worship on Sunday mornings regardless
of vaccination status.
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VISIONING QUESTIONS
We have spent the last 21 months navigating
through the reality of COVID and discovering how to
maintain ministry in light of the restrictions imposed
by the pandemic. Now it is time to take a forward
looking posture and discern a Vision for Ministry
that will guide our decisions for programming,
leadership and management of resources for the
future.
A gathering is being planned for JANUARY when
we will have time for discussion about our future. In
preparation for this time we will gather responses to
several VISIONING QUESTIONS.
The JANUARY questions are:
• What ministry has served its purpose and no
longer needs to be supported?
• What current ministry needs to be
rejuvenated with a commitment of time,
energy, and financial resources?
• What new ministry should we begin and
commit to with personnel and financial
resources?
•
FYI: it’s not too late to send your responses to the
November/December questions.
• What brought you to UMC, Branford?
• What keeps you at UMC, Branford?
• What is the greatest need in our church?
• What is the greatest need in our community?
You are invited to send your responses to these
questions to Pastor Kent by email, text message
or in writing. Response forms will also be available
during Sunday worship.

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY
Our new Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford is
ongoing! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be constant
in prayer”! With that in mind the members and friends
of UMC, Branford are encouraged to participate in
the following ways:
•

•

Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website umcbranford.org. Whenever
we receive notice of a prayer concern an email
message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.)
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,

•

and global prayer concerns. This will be
distributed on Sunday mornings, posted on
our website, and can be requested by email or
USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on the
12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

A New Kind of Fundraiser:
PICK A PROJECT
Every year or two, our UMC, Branford Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done. We currently have 9 projects
that we are in the process of scheduling, and we
are getting cost estimates for all of them.
One church member came up with the wonderful
idea of offering a new kind of fundraiser…would you
like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE
PROJECT? The projects (and estimates, if we have
them) are listed here. If there is one you would like
to help fund, please send a check to the church and
in the memo line include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.
Thank you to those who have already contributed!!
We have received checks totaling $8,000 and have
begun some of this work. Your continued support of
this Trustee Fundraiser is encouraged.
PROJECT FUNDED!

•
•
•

Repair hinges on Parsonage bilco doors
Remove/replace Parsonage side entrance steps
Repair church radon system

PROJECT FUNDED & COMPLETED!

•
•

Painting the front of the church building
Maintenance on Anderson tree
continued

•
•

Repair Parsonage Garage electricity
Gutter replacement on rear of building

STILL TO BE FUNDED:

•
•
•

Repair sanctuary door locks
Purchase/install air conditioner in Pastor’s office
Replace secondary pump for parsonage sump
pump

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
PLEASE NOTE: The Tuesday night group will meet
on Thursday night instead for the first 2 weeks of
January.

Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
I would love to add new people to either group or
start another group. Please let me know if another
day/time would be preferable for you.
Methodism: A Very Short Introduction
by William J. Abraham
This work traces Methodism from
its origins in the work of John
Wesley and the hymns of his
brother, Charles Wesley, in the 18th
century, right up to the present,
where it is one of the most vibrant
forms of Christianity. Considering
the identity, nature, and history of
Methodism, it provides a fresh account of the place
of Methodism in the life and thought of the Christian
Church. Describing the message of Methodism,
and who the Methodists are, it also considers the
practices of Methodism and discusses its global
impact and its decline in the homelands. Finally,
looking forward, this VSI considers the future
prospects for Methodism.

ONE VERSE (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer

to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek opportunities throughout the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words.
I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe
the words and claim their truth together in 2022.

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

MINISTRIES OF CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church.
In the coming weeks I would like to establish
Ministries of Prayer and Care.
It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part
of a Care Ministry, please contact Pastor Kent by
phone or email. Each volunteer will be assigned 3-4
families to keep in touch with on a monthly basis.
Volunteers will also share with Pastor Kent any joys
or concerns they become aware of. Please know
that you are always welcome to contact Pastor
Kent directly if you have any needs or information
you would like to share.
Blessings,				

Pastor Kent

January Events

January Birthdays

Wed 1/5, 7pm: Trustees
Wed 1/12, 7pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Mon 1/17, 12:30pm: Ladies Luncheon
Wed 1/19, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Wed 1/26, 7pm: Finance Committee
Fri 1/28, 6pm: Community Dinner
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service
(live and streamed)

MONDAYS Monday Morning Quarterbacking
10:10am
(425) 436-6385
		Access code: 841200#.
TUESDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7-8:30pm
Contact Pastor Kent for Zoom link or
		dial-in number
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
10am		
Call (425) 436-6385
		
Access code 841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS AA meeting
7pm		

Bekah Gerlach
Michael Luzzi
Bill Beagle
Shina Kim
Paul Dineen
Shanta Kapadia
Shirley Gilkerson, Lydia Wezenski
Haley Mazzucco

January Anniversaries
13
24

Guy & Mary Marszalek
Bob & Conny Umile

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Ministry As Social Distancing Protocols
Are Relaxed
MASKS ARE ONCE AGAIN REQUIRED IN THE
BUILDING.
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is now regularly
working out of the church office and is available
to meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care
needs. He is willing to meet in person or by Zoom
or telephone. Please contact Pastor Kent by email
umcbpastor@gmail.com, phone 203-488-0549 or
text 845-522-1233 if you wish to be in conversation.

DRIVE-THRU CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Thank you to all the volunteers who donated
their time to make our first Drive-Thru Christmas
Pageant a success! Although we had to cancel
the first day due to weather, our actors and
volunteers braved the cold on Sunday, to the
delight of the 30+ cars who drove past our 5
scenes from the Nativity Story.

MEETINGS: Our committee meetings use a
HYBRID format in-person and via Zoom. Please go
to www.Zoom.us and click “Sign Up. It’s Free” to
create your account.
All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like
to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.

LOOKING FOR YOUR TABS!!
Next Delivery Date: February

FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider using our
online giving platform by clicking the “Give
Now” button on the church website at www.
UMCBranford.org

A Thank You note was received for
the tabs that were dropped off in
November. We will make another
drop off by the end of February if
the container is full.

COMMUNICATION:
The church office is open Monday, Thursday, and
Friday from 8am to 12pm. You are welcome to visit
the church office with any church business you
need to conduct.

Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. It will be nice to
start the New Year with another ‘Ronald McDonald
House” drop. Every tab makes a difference, just like
you do!
Rosemary & Tony

				
			

Community Dinner

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

Friday, January 28, 6pm
The Community Dinner will now be a hybrid event.
Diners can join us inside Herr Hall to dine in person
or pick up a dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

Follow Learn & Play on Facebook - it's a great way to see what our young students are up to!
Find them on Facebook (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632

Amazon Wish Lists: it's an easy click to add an item to
your shopping cart and enrich our little ones' experience!
Lists can be found at:
https://bit.ly/3B5oDkC

The Learn & Play Difference
Small class sizes allow for individualized success during whole-class, teacher-directed instruction. Child directed activity centers, enriched with hands-on experiences, engage each child’s natural curiosity and encourage exploration of God’s world at a child’s own pace. We focus on the development of the whole child in these
six areas:
• SPIRITUAL: to provide a Christian foundation for approaching life;
• ACADEMIC: to provide development of cognitive skills through hands-on learning experiences;
• SOCIAL: to provide experience in responding appropriately to others;
• EMOTIONAL: to encourage consistent, loving boundaries of acceptable behavior;
• PHYSICAL: to develop gross and fine motor skills as each child experiences incredible changes and
growth;
• AESTHETIC: to provide exposure to rhythm, music, and various art mediums.
NOW ACCEPTING STUDENTS! www.learnandplaychristian.org

SEWING FOR GOD
Join us on Mondays in January - except 1/17 from 4–6:30pm!

Secret Pal Reveal Brunch

Sunday, January 9 after Fellowship
It’s time to reveal to your
Secret Pal who you are! Can
you believe it’s been 2 years
since we last met?
Let’s join together with some laughter, fellowship
and, of course, some good food. Feel free to bring
one of the following: a main dish, salad, dessert, or
chips/dip.
Email rosemary.llam@gmail.com with your RSVP
and food choice.

THANK YOU FOR TEN GREAT
YEARS TOGETHER!
Artis Quilts
41 quilts were blessed during the December 12 service! Gayle, Cindy, and I delivered quilts to Artis in
the Community Room. Quilts were personally given to most of the 37 residents that currently reside
there. We also gave 2 quilts for Healing upon request on Sunday.
FUTURE PLANS INCLUDE:
• Branford American Legion for Veterans Day
• Artis delivery in March for any new residents
If you would like to be a
part of something special,
whether it be for our frinds
at Artis or remembering our
Veterans, please join us!!!
No sewing experience necessary! We can teach you
and have the extra benefit of
our fellowship. All supplies,
materials, machines, etc.
provided. Questions? See
Rosemary Luzzi.

New Secret Pal 2022 Forms are now available
and will be matched up at the Annual Reveal. Any
questions, please see Rosemary.

WOMEN’S NEW YEAR LUNCHEON
MONDAY, JAN. 17,12:30 – 2:30 PM
Twin Pines Diner • 34 Main St, East Haven

Come join us to celebrate a brand-new year
with lots of friendship and laughter!
RSVP by Sunday, January 16

VALENTINES DAY LUNCHEON
MONDAY, FEB. 14,12:30 – 2:30 PM

LoMonaco’s Italian Restaurant
990 W. Main St. Branford
Come join us to celebrate Love and Laughter!
RSVP by Sunday, February 6
Questions? Call Rosemary at 203-589-1620

