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PASTOR'S VACATION

•

Pastor Kent will be on vacation from February 14
to 27, and return to the office on Monday, February
28. Please contact Laurie Gagne, Lay Leader, with
any Pastoral Needs that arise during this time. If
you have administrative needs or concerns, please
contact Sharon Grasso in the church office. Both
Sharon and Laurie will be able to reach Pastor Kent
if there is something that needs his attention during
this time.

•

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
Everyone is invited to donate
cans of soup for our annual
Soup-er Bowl of Caring. Your
donations, which will support
local food pantries, may be brought in ton Sundays
or left in the green bin outside the church. On Super
Bowl Sunday, February 13, you will be invited to
bring a $1 donation to church to vote for the team
you will be cheering for in this year’s game!

•

What ministry has served its purpose and no
longer needs to be supported?
What current ministry needs to be rejuvenated
with a commitment of time, energy, and financial
resources?
What new ministry should we begin and commit
to with personnel and financial resources?

You are invited to send your responses to these
questions to Pastor Kent by email, text message,
or in writing. Response forms are also available at
Sunday worship.
Join the meeting:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88683993820
Meeting ID: 886 8399 3820
One tap mobile: +19292056099,,88683993820#
US (New York)
Dial by your location: +1 929 205 6099 US
continued

VISIONING QUESTIONS
We have spent the last 21 months navigating
through the reality of COVID and discovering how to
maintain ministry in light of the restrictions imposed
by the pandemic. Now it is time to take a forward
looking posture and discern a Vision for Ministry
that will guide our decisions for programming,
leadership and management of resources for the
future.
A gathering is planned for FEBRUARY 7 at 7pm
to discuss our church's future. In preparation for
this time we have gathered responses to several
Visioning Questions. It’s not too late to send your
responses to these questions!
•
•
•
•

What brought you to UMC, Branford?
What keeps you at UMC, Branford?
What is the greatest need in our church?
What is the greatest need in our community?

After conversations with our church leaders,
UMC, Branford has decided to continue holding
in-person worship but to require everyone to
wear a mask, regardless of vaccination status,
while in the building.
Singing will still be allowed during the worship
service, provided that you have a well-fitted
mask on. Masks are available at the church.

been reserved to cover those expenses when they
occur.

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY
Our current Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford is
ongoing! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be constant
in prayer”!
With that in mind the members and friends of
UMC, Branford are encouraged to participate in the
following ways:
•

•

•

Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website umcbranford.org. Whenever
we receive notice of a prayer concern an email
message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.)
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns. This will be
distributed on Sunday mornings, posted on
our website, and can be requested by email or
USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE
MAINTENANCE PROJECT? Every year or two, our
UMC, Branford Trustees walk through the building
and around the property to assess the need for
repairs and other work that may need to be done.
With over $15,000 in contributions, all 2021 Trustee
Projects were COMPLETELY FUNDED!! Thank
you for your generosity and concern for our church
property upkeep. While a few of the 2021 projects
still need to be completed, the funds donated have

For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
• Cleaning the carpets in the Sanctuary, Connector
Hall, and Herr Hall (estimate: pending)
• Tree removal: a couple of trees around the
Church and one in the back yard of the
Parsonage (estimate: pending)
If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
I would love to add new people to either group or
start another group. Please let me know if another
day/time would be preferable for you.
Methodism: A Very Short Introduction
by William J. Abraham
This work traces Methodism from its origins in the
work of John Wesley and the hymns of his brother,
Charles Wesley, in the 18th century, right up to the
present, where it is one of the most vibrant forms
of Christianity. Considering the identity, nature, and
history of Methodism, it provides a fresh account
of the place of Methodism in the
life and thought of the Christian
Church. Describing the message
of Methodism, and who the
Methodists are, it also considers
the practices of Methodism and
discusses its global impact and its
decline in the homelands. Finally,
looking forward, this VSI considers
the future prospects for Methodism.
continued

ONE VERSE (Or, actually, two!)
I want to invite you to join me in memorizing one
verse (actually, 2 verses) of scripture which have the
potential to give direction to ministry in the coming
year 2021. We will conclude each worship service
and many other gatherings with these words:
Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer
to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that
openly profess his name. And do not forget to
do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:15-16 NIV
I will seek opportunities throughout the year to
share the background of this passage as well as
how I believe we are being led in ministry by these
words. I do hope you will join me in memorizing this
passage, and it is my intention that we will recipe
the words and claim their truth together in 2022.

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

MINISTRIES OF CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church.
It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part of
a Care Ministry, please contact me by phone or
email. Each volunteer will be assigned 3-4 families
to keep in touch with on a monthly basis. Volunteers
will also share with Pastor Kent any joys or concerns
they become aware of. Please know that you are
always welcome to contact Pastor Kent directly if
you have any needs or information you would like
to share.
Blessings,				

Pastor Kent

Ministry During The Pandemic
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is available to
meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care needs,
in person or by Zoom or telephone. Please contact
him at
MEETINGS: Committee meetings are being held
via Zoom. All committee members will automatically
be sent an invitation to their meetings. If you would
like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider giving online
by clicking the “Give Now” button on the church
website at www.UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION:
The church office is open Monday, Thursday, and
Friday from 8am to 12pm. You are welcome to visit
the church office with any church business you
need to conduct.

February Events

February Birthdays

Wed 2/2, 7pm: Church Council
Mon 2/7, 7pm: Visioning Session
Wed 2/9, 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Sat 2/12, 12pm: Romans 12:12
Sun 2/13, Souper Bowl Sunday
Mon 2/14, 12:30pm: Women's Luncheon
Wed 2/16, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Wed 2/23, 7pm: Staff Parish
Fri 2/25, 6pm: Community Dinner

1
3
6
8
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
25

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service
(live and streamed)

MONDAYS Monday Morning Quarterbacking
10:10am
(425) 436-6385
		Access code: 841200#.
TUESDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7-8:30pm
Contact Pastor Kent for Zoom link or
		dial-in number
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
10am		
Call (425) 436-6385
		
Access code 841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS AA meeting
7pm		

Jennifer Sygiel
Sam Appleton, Jim Lee
Len Dunican
Rick Gregoire
Sue Beatty, Dick Robinson
Joan Dunican
Lori Cartwright
Raymond Nickou
Charlotte Rispoli
Madelyn Caruso, Pam Johnson
Paige Machnicz
Heather Mazzucco

February Anniversaries
13
19
27

John & Carolyn Flynn
Ro & Dick Robinson
Charlie & Pat Steeves

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Thank You!

The Drive-Thru Christmas Pageant committee
would like to thank all the volunteers who helped
make this event a success! You wore costumes
on a cold December afternoon, designed and built
scenes, gathered props, directed traffic, made
beautiful fabric Biblical verses, handed out gifts to
the community who came to visit with us, and those
“crafting angels” who worked behind the scenes
to provide a gift from our church. What a beautiful
reminder of the true meaning of Christmas that we
shared with our community!

Follow Learn & Play on Facebook - it's a great way
to see what our young students are up to!

The Learn & Play Difference
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Saturday, March 5 at 12pm

This year, the women of the
World Day of Prayer Committee
of England, Wales & Northern
Ireland (EWNI) calls upon us to
worship with the words, “I know
the plans I have for you,“ inspired
by Jeremiah 29:1-14.
You are invited to learn about EWNI’s history
and culture. Women from local churches will
share intergenerational wisdom, traditions, and
experiences of God’s profound love. For more info,
visit www.worlddayofprayer.net
Our church is the host for this year’s program. You
can attend either in-person or live via streamline.
A reception will follow the service in Herr Hall. For
more information, see Rosemary.

				
			

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
which was preached. Please consider attending on
a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
During the quarantine, we will be meeting by Conference Call at 10:10 am. Please dial in at 425-4366385 using access code 841200#.

Small class sizes allow for individualized success
during whole-class, teacher-directed instruction.
Child directed activity centers, enriched with handson experiences, engage each child’s natural curiosity and encourage exploration of God’s world at a
child’s own pace. We focus on the development of
the whole child in these six areas:
• SPIRITUAL: to provide a Christian foundation
for approaching life;
• ACADEMIC: to provide development of cognitive skills through hands-on learning experiences;
• SOCIAL: to provide experience in responding
appropriately to others;
• EMOTIONAL: to encourage consistent, loving
boundaries of acceptable behavior;
• PHYSICAL: to develop gross and fine motor skills as each child experiences incredible
changes and growth;
• AESTHETIC: to provide exposure to rhythm,
music, and various art mediums.

Community Dinner

Friday, February 25, 6pm
The Community Dinner will now be a hybrid event.
Diners can join us inside Herr Hall to dine in person
or pick up a dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

2022 CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE FORM
Our church secretary, Sharon, is working on the new 2022 directory and wants to update/compare the old
listings to ensure we have correct information for all our members. Please complete and return the directory
information sheet below as soon as possible. If you have adult children who are UMCBmembers and do not
live with you, please complete a separate form for them. Continue on back if you need more lines. Thank you!
FAMILY NAME: ________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________
		___________________________________________________________________________
PHONES/EMAILS: please circle if want the number included in the directory or just available for office use.
There is room for more than one work, cell phone, and email. Please indicate the “owner” of the phone/email.
						Ok to publish?							 Ok to publish?
Home: ____________________________ Yes No
Work: Name/#_______________________ Yes No Work: Name/#_________________________ Yes No
Cell: Name/#________________________ Yes No

Cell: Name/#__________________________ Yes No

Cell: Name/#________________________ Yes No Cell: Name/#__________________________Yes No
E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________ Yes No
E-mail: __________________________________________________________________________ Yes No
Family Members living at home - be sure to include yourself!
First, Middle, Last Name
(if different than family name)

Gender Birthday
(M/F)
(M/D/Y)

Anniversary
(M/D/Y)

Baptized? Marital Status?
(Y/N)
(M/D/S/W)

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

_______________________________________ ____ ___________ ___________ ____

____

If not already using them, would you like to receive donation envelopes? Yes_____ No_____
Would you like to receive (or continue to receive) The Cross & Flame, our monthly newsletter?
By mail:
Yes _____ No _____		
By email:
Yes _____ No _____
Leave your completed form in the basket at the back of the sanctuary, in the church office, mail it to United
Methodist Church, 811 East Main Street, Branford, CT 06405, or email to umcbranford1966@gmail.com

CONNECTOR HALL MISSIONS
mis•sion ‘mi-shƏn noun: a ministry commissioned by a religious organization to propagate its faith or
carry out humanitarian work.
When many of us hear the word “mission,” we envision large projects, lasting months or years, even taking
place in another country. But missions can also be as easy as saving cans, recycling ink cartridges, or picking
up an extra can of vegetables when you do your grocery shopping.
UBC, Branford supports several ongoing missions—and we walk right by them every time we travel through
Connector Hall between the Sanctuary and Herr Hall! This year, we’ll be highlighting a different mission each
month. We hope you’ll find that it’s easy to participate in some small way and make a big difference!
Lions Club International: Recycle for Sight
Refractive errors can be easily corrected with eyeglasses, yet millions living in lowand middle-income countries lack access to basic eye care services. The inability
to see clearly can prevent children from learning in school, adults from finding
work or staying employed, and older adults from living independently. Often, a
simple pair of eyeglasses can bring the world into focus, but a lack of access to
basic care prevents many people in developing nations from getting the treatment
they need. Cost is also an issue; in a developing country a pair of glasses may
cost as much as a month’s wages.
For more than 80 years, Lions have been collecting new and gently used eyeglasses and sunglasses in
collection bins at a variety of locations in their communities. The glasses are then shipped to the nearest Lions
Eyeglass Recycling Center, where volunteers sort the glasses, clean them, and determine their prescription
strength. After carefully packaging the refurbished spectacles, Lions store them until they can be distributed,
usually through humanitarian missions to developing nations.
Lion volunteers and eye care professionals screen thousands of children and adults during sight missions,
providing them—free of charge—with prescription lenses, frames, and ultimately a better quality of life. Lions
also provide recycled glasses to nonprofit organizations focused on eye care, as well as to optometry college
groups, religious organizations, and military assistance groups, which also distribute to people in need.
Lions annually collect about 30 million pairs of glasses. Over the past decade, more than 3.5 million pairs
of eyeglasses from these centers have been shipped to locations including India, the Middle East, and the
smallest islands in Indonesia. By involving people from local correctional facilities, several of the centers are
fostering rehabilitation by teaching skills that the inmates can use after they leave prison.
The incredibly positive result is that the quality of life is improved for people who receive this gift of sight. A
94-year-old man in Honduras cried, “Thank you!” after receiving a pair of Lions recycled glasses. “I can now
read my Bible—the first time in 15 years.”
How you can participate: Take a look around your home; do you have out-of-date
prescription glasses languishing at the back of your junk drawer? Bring them with
you the next time you come to UMC, Branford and drop them in the box located in
Connector Hall. The Lions also accept hearing aids!
Connector Hall Missions to be highlighted in future C&F issues:
can tabs • printer ink cartridges • Food Pantry
Diaper Bank • prayer shawls • return deposit bottles

SEWING FOR GOD

Secret Pal 2022

No meeting in February!

You may have beenwondering where the Secret
Pal 2022 slips were. With great thought in mind,
it seems best to postpone the Secret Pal program
for 2022. The pandemic has made it rough for the
Secret Pals these past two years. Waiting until
things get better seems to be the best option for all
of us.

As you may have heard, a water
pipe burst in the small conference
room. The whole room was filled
with water and pink ceiling mass. Testing revealed
that there was asbestos in the ceiling and everything in the room had to be thrown out.
Thankfully, our sewing machines saved, but they
will have to be checked for water damage before
we can use them. It's not clear yet if the insurance
will cover our other sewing supplies that had to be
discarded. Watch the e-Blast for updates on what
materials we may need to replace.

February Mission: Souper Bowl Supper
In February, we will be collecting items for two
Women’s Shelters that we usually support with the
proceeds from our Souper Bowl Supper. We have
been in contact with both Life Haven in New Haven
and The Guilford House Women’s Shelter. They
have requested the following personal items:
• shampoo
• conditioner
• deodorant
• toothpaste/toothbrushes
• razors
• soaps bars
• washcloths/towels
• twin sheets (new or slightly used)

Thank you to everyone who attended our Secret Pal
Reveal Luncheon last month! It was a wonderful time
with some delicious food all around for everyone.
Secret Pal’s from 2020/21 were revealed, and some
were surprised to learn who their Secret Pal was!
Looking forward to Secret Pal 2023, which will be
bigger and better for everyone.
Blessings to everyone,

Rosemary

Cash donations will also be accepted; please mark
your envelope/checks “Women’s Shelter”. If you
have any questions, please see Rosemary.

VALENTINE'S DAY LUNCHEON
Monday, Feb. 14, 12:30 – 2:30 PM
LoMonaco’s Italian Restaurant
990 W. Main St. Branford
Join us to celebrate Love and Laughter!
RSVP by Sunday, February 6
Questions? Call Rosemary at 203-589-1620

