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“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samar′ia and to
the end of the earth.”
- Acts 1:8
Lent is a time of preparing for Easter, but what
happens once Easter arrives? We are familiar with
Lenten disciplines—such as prayer, fasting, and
giving alms—which direct our hearts to the grace
and mercy of God.
Once Easter arrives, however, we need a new focus.
The season of preparation has ended, and we have
new work to do. That work is the opportunity to
spread the good news of resurrection to all who will
hear.
As I meditated upon this truth the words of Acts 1:8
came to mind, and I pondered the question, “Where
is my ‘ends of the Earth?’” In other words, in what
context and in which groups of people am I uniquely
placed to share the good word of new life in Jesus?
As we come toward the close of Lent, I invite you to
contemplate the people around you who could use
a good dose of love, hope, and peace in their lives.
As you pray about your answer, please consider
inviting those people to join you for worship on
Easter Sunday.
Our Easter service will be a time of celebration
and praise as we relive the resurrection of Jesus.
My prayer is that this time of worship will ignite an
opportunity for you to share how Jesus has touched
your life, so that those you care about will have
renewed hope as they experience Christian love.

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY
Our current Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford is
ongoing! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be constant
in prayer.” With that in mind the members and friends
of UMC, Branford are encouraged to participate in
the following ways:

•

•

•

Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of our
church website, umcbranford.org. Whenever
we receive notice of a prayer concern an email
message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns. This will be
distributed on Sunday mornings, included in the
weekly email, and posted on our website; you
can also request to receive it by email or USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.
continued

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday · April 10
9:30 am: in-person and live-streamed service
followed by Fellowship Hour
11:30 am: drive-through distribution of palms
Maundy Thursday · April 14
7:00 pm: in-person service with our friends from
St. Stephen's AME Zion
Good Friday · April 15
7:00 pm: in-person and live-streamed service
Ride share available; contact the church to
make arrangements
Easter Sunday · April 17
9:00 am: in-person and live-streamed service
followed by Fellowship Hour
10:30 am: in-person service followed by
Fellowship Hour

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to help fund a Trustee maintenance
project? Every year or two, our UMCB Trustees
walk through the building and around the property
to assess the need for repairs and other work that
may need to be done.
With over $15,000 in contributions, all 2021 Trustee
Projects were COMPLETELY FUNDED!! Thank
you for your generosity and concern for our church
property upkeep. While a few of the 2021 projects
still need to be completed, the funds donated have
been reserved to cover those expenses when they
occur.
For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
• Cleaning the carpets in the Sanctuary, Connector
Hall, and Herr Hall (estimate: pending)
• Tree removal: several trees around the Church
and back yard of the Parsonage (estimate:
pending)
If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
I would love to add new people
to either group or start another
group. Please let me know if
another day/time would be
preferable for you.
NEW Study continues in April!
God is a foodie who wants
to transform your supper into
sacrament!

In Taste and See, Margaret Feinberg writes that
since the opening of creation, God, the Master
Chef, seeds the world with pomegranates and
passionfruit, beans and greens, and tangerines.
When the Israelites wander in the desert for forty
years, God, the Pastry Chef, delivers the sweet
bread of heaven. After arriving in the Promised
Land, God reveals himself as Barbecue Master,
delighting in meat sacrifices. Like his Foodie
Father, Jesus throws the disciples an unforgettable
two-course farewell supper to be repeated until his
return.
This groundbreaking book provides a culinary
exploration of Scripture. You'll descend 400 feet
below ground into the frosty white caverns of a
salt mine, fish on the Sea of Galilee, bake fresh
matzo at Yale University, ferry to a remote island in
Croatia to harvest olives, spend time with a Texas
butcher known as "the meat apostle," and wander
a California farm with one of the world's premier fig
farmers.
With each visit, Margaret asks, "How do you read
these Scriptures, not as theologians, but in light of
what you do every day?" Their answers will forever
change the way you read the Bible - and approach
every meal. Taste and See is a delicious read that
includes dozens of recipes for those who, like
Margaret, believe some of life's richest moments
are spent savoring a meal with those you love.
Perhaps God's foodie focus is meant to do more
than satisfy our bellies. It's meant to heal our souls,
as we learn to taste and see the goodness of God
together. After all, food is God's love made edible.
See you around the table!

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

continued

MINISTRIES OF CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church. It
is essential during this time that we engage in new
ways of keeping in touch with one another.
If you would be willing to make phone calls as part
of a Care Ministry, please contact me by phone or
email. Each volunteer will be assigned 3-4 families
to keep in touch with on a monthly basis. Volunteers
will also share with Pastor Kent any joys or concerns
they become aware of.
Please know that you are always welcome to
contact Pastor Kent directly if you have any needs
or information you would like to share.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Our secretary, Sharon Grasso,
is available in the church office
on Mondays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 8:00am
to 12:00pm. You can reach her at 203-488-0549.
Pastor Kent is typically in the office Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00 pm.
He is also available on Saturdays and Sundays, but
does not keep regular office hours those days.
Please call first if you plan to stop in to see Sharon
or Pastor Kent, as their schedules sometimes
change unexpectedly.
Pastor Kent can be reached anytime by email
UMCBPastor@gmail.com or on his cell phone 845522-1233 (call or text). Preferable contact hours
are between 7:00am-9:00pm.
Please be aware that Fridays are Pastor Kent’s
Day off, and (on a trial basis) he will be taking
a Sabbath Day on Mondays. Of course, for
Pastoral Emergencies, you may contact Pastor
Kent anytime. He will continue to be available for
occasional Monday evening meetings and Friday
evening Community Dinners.
Pastor Kent also coaches Middle School Cross
Country and High School Track and Field in Branford.
His coaching schedule in the Fall is usually from 3
to 4:30pm and in the Winter/Spring 2:30 to 4:30pm.
Coaching is an extension of Pastor Kent’s ministry,
as he has the opportunity to connect with about 100
Branford families and their children.

If you have any questions about the Pastor’s
schedule, please feel free to be in touch with Pastor
Kent directly or with David Wells, chair of the Staff
Parish Relations Committee, at gdavid3@yahoo.
com.
Blessings,				

Pastor Kent
Ministry During The Pandemic
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is available to
meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care needs,
in person or by Zoom or telephone.
MEETINGS: Committee meetings are being held
using a HYBRID format, in-person and via Zoom.
All committee members will automatically be sent
an invitation to their meetings. If you would like
to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider giving online
by clicking the “Give Now” button on the church
website at www.UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION:
The church office is open Monday, Thursday, and
Friday from 8am to 12pm. You are welcome to visit
the church office with any church business you
need to conduct.

CHURCH STAFF ANNIVERSARIES
Thank you to the staff members who are celebrating
an anniversary with us at UMC Branford!
March 15 marked Sharon Lehr's 8th
year with us.

On April 19, Sharon Grasso will have
been with us for one year!
We thank them for their service and look forward to
many more years!

APRIL MISSION PROJECT
Our April Mission Project will support Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services (IRIS) in New Haven. IRIS
is a non-profit agency whose mission is to help refugees and other displaced people establish new lives,
strengthen hope, and contribute to the vitality of Connecticut’s communities. Welcoming persecuted people
from other countries is America’s most noble tradition. IRIS helps newcomers on the road to self-sufficiency
by providing lifesaving support during their transition to life in the United States. Learn more at www.irisct.org.
Below is a list of the many items that IRIS is seeking. You can bring these items to the church any time during
April. Monetary donations are also being accepted - please make your check out to UMC Branford and make
the note "IRIS" in the memo.
Kitchen wares
• Dorm-sized microwaves
• Microwave-safe dish sets
• Drinking glasses (no stem ware)
• Pots, pans, and skillets with lids (no
nonstick)
• Mixing bowls
• Serving bowls and platters
• Colanders and sieves
• Baking pans and cookie sheets
• Flatware
• Cutlery organizers
• Teapots and kettles
• Pitchers
• Kitchen utensils and knives
• Can openers
• Cutting boards
• Measuring cups and spoons
• Graters
• Dish drainers
• Food storage containers
• Potholders and hot pads
• Dish towels and dish cloths
• Placemats and napkins
• Paper towels and holders
• Aluminum foil
• Zippered bags in all sizes
• Tall trash cans (13 gallon)
• Trash can liners
Furniture
• Sofas and loveseats in good condition (no sleeper sofas)
• Easy chairs in good condition (no
recliners)
• Dining tables and chairs (seat 4-6)
• Coffee tables and end tables
• Chests - 3 or 5-drawer
• TV stands
• Nightstand

Cleaning supplies
• Dish soap and dishwasher detergent
• All-purpose cleaners (like PineSol)
• New brooms and dustpans
• New toilet brushes and cleaners
• Laundry detergent
Bathroom Supplies
• Shower curtains and liners
• Bath and hand towels, washcloths,
bathmats
• Toilet paper
• Shampoo and conditioner
• Deodorant
• Razors and shave cream
• Lotions
• Toothbrushes and toothpaste
• Bath soap
• Soap dishes and toothbrush holders
• Feminine hygiene (pads only)
Bedroom Supplies
• Laundry baskets
• Sheets and mattress pads (twin &
full)
• New pillows and pillow cases
• Blankets, quilts, and comforters
• Plug-in alarm clocks
Miscellaneous Items
• Vacuum cleaners in good working
condition and extra bags
• TV remotes and antennas
• Floor and table lamps
• Doormats and boot trays
• Clothes hangers
• Flashlights and batteries
• First aid kits
• New small fire extinguishers
• Rugs of assorted sizes

Items that are not accepted
• Bed frames (other than bunk beds)
• Mattresses
• Box springs
• Used pillows
• Clothes (other than outer winter
wear)
• Nonstick cookware
• Child car seats
• Wine and alcohol
• Bookshelves
• Hutches
• Down blankets
• Gliders
• Strollers
• Coffee makers
• Insta or crock pots

April Events

April Birthdays

Wed 4/6, 7pm: Church Council
Sun 4/10, 9:30am: Palm Sunday Service
Tues 4/12, 12xpm: Romans 12:12 prayer
Fri 4/ 7pm: Good Friday Service
Sun 4/17, 9:00 & 10:30am: Easter Services
Wed 4/20, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Mon 4/25, 4:30pm: Sewing for God
Wed 4/27, 7pm: Staff Parish Relations
Thurs 4/28, 7pm: Parish Council
Fri 4/29, 6pm: Community Dinner
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
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SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service
(live and streamed)

TUESDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7-8:30pm
Contact Pastor Kent for Zoom link or
		dial-in number
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
10am		
Call (425) 436-6385
		
Access code 841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS AA meeting
7pm

Stephen Solomon
Emily Mazzucco, Gus VanDerMaelen
William Gagné
Stacey Cronk, Josh Caruso,
Michael Haggerty
William Schickler
Amos Talbott
Daniel Gagné, Jessa Holcomb
Rebecca Mahoney
Robin Wolek
Janet Viets
Sharon Bernardini, Mary Choronzy,
Alice Klein, Nicole Sevigny
John Beatty
Alexandra Loukides, Ryan Marszalek
Courtney Rader

April Anniversaries
9
19

Dorothy & Harry Chamberlain
Rosemary & Tony Luzzi

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC
“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Follow Learn & Play on Facebook - it's a great way to see what our young students are up to!
Find them on Facebook (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632

SEWING FOR GOD

Returning Monday, April 25
4:30 to 6:30pm-ish
Hooray! We will soon be back
to making quilts for those in
need. In addition to our friends
across the street at Artis,
we have been asked to make some quilts for the
children of Life Haven Women’s Shelter in New
Haven. They haven’t received any quilts (from other
sources) since the pandemic began.
Life Haven averages about 25 children in their
center each month. Wouldn't it be lovely if we could
help provide them with a quilt for their beds. Please
note, with this new project in mind, we welcome any
donation of fabrics appropriate for juveniles/kids
(100% cotton, please).
Our sewing equipment and supplies should be
available by this meeting. We’ll figure out where the
new storage area will be—whether in the conference
room as before or in the closet in a cabinet.

SPRING WOMEN'S LUNCHEON
Monday, April 18 • 12:30pm-2:30pm
Celebrate the return of warm days
and blooming flowers!
Bristo Mediterranean Tapas
383 Main St, East Haven
Please RSVP by Sunday 4/17

Questions? Call Rosemary 203-589-1620

I'm looking forward to seeing everyone again and
sewing away…any questions, please let me know,.
Rosemary

WOMEN’S SHELTER DONATIONS
DELIVERED MARCH 15
Life Haven in New Haven and Guilford House
Women’s Shelter both received a large box of
personal items and washcloths that will be distributed
to the women and children at their centers.
Thank you to everyone who donated items in
February in lieu of our Souper Bowl Supper.
Ongoing request from Life Haven:
twin-size sheets and blankets
(new or slightly used). Sewing
for God will be making quilts for
them.

.

FALL NEWS: OCTOBER FESTIVAL
After numerous discussions,
we've decided to try something
different this year. So, instead
of the Holiday Fair, we are
going to hold an outdoor
October Festival!
Get your thinking caps on and
your creative juices flowing –
we are just now starting to plan, and more information
will be forthcoming. I can use your ideas and help –
there will be plenty to do and plenty of help needed!
It's not too early! I don't want to rush the summer,
but Fall will be here before you know it! If you're
interested in helping, please contact Diane
Nerkowski
at 203-248-9066 or Nerkowski@
sbcglobal.net.

LAY SERVANT CLASSES
The UMC New York-Connecticut District invites you
to join the Lay Servant Course-Basic on Mondays
from 6:30-8:30pm, April 18 through May 16, via
Zoom.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Thank You to all the participants from St. John
Bosco Parish, St. Stephen's A.M.E. Zion Church
of Branford, St. George's Church of Guilford,
St. Pio of Pietrelcina Parish of East Haven, and
those from United Methodist Church of Branford.
A special shout out to Laurie and Roger Gagne’
for their assistance with the soundboard and the
livestreaming. We're looking forward to next year
when St. Stephens A.M.E.
Zion Church will host.
“I Know The Plans I Have
For You” and the theme
were certainly one of
thought as we celebrated
the service on Saturday,
March 5. This year took on
extra meaning with what
is happening overseas in
Ukraine, and it was felt by
all in the service.

Community Dinner

The registration fee is $5; participants will need to
purchase their own copy of Lay Servant Ministries,
Participant's Book (Basic Course).
More info is available at:
https://www.nyac.com/eventdetail/16333929
Or contact Linda Noe at (203) 464-7658.
P.S. no preaching involved!

Friday, April 29, 6pm
The Community Dinner will be held as a drive-thru
event while Herr Hall is under reconstruction. Pick
up dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

CONNECTOR HALL MISSIONS
mis•sion ‘mi-shƏn noun: a ministry commissioned by a religious organization to propagate its faith or
carry out humanitarian work.
When many of us hear the word “mission,” we envision large projects, lasting months or years, even taking
place in another country. But missions can also be as easy as saving cans, recycling ink cartridges, or picking
up an extra can of vegetables when you do your grocery shopping.
UBC, Branford supports several ongoing missions—and we walk right by them every time we travel through
Connector Hall between the Sanctuary and Herr Hall! This year, we’ll be highlighting a different mission each
month. We hope you’ll find that it’s easy to participate in some small way and make a big difference!
Ronald McDonald House Charities: Can Tabs
The mission of Ronald McDonald House Charities of Connecticut and
Western Massachusetts is to create, identify, and support programs
that directly improve the health and well-being of children and families,
including operating their cornerstone programs: the Ronald McDonald
House of Connecticut and the Ronald McDonald House of Springfield. Their vision is to provide all children
with access to medical care and for families to be supported and actively involved in their children’s treatment.
Each year, Ronald McDonald House programs serve as a home away from home for hundreds of families
from around the country and world. They’ve served over 25,000 families as their children seek essential
healthcare and helped families save nearly $1 million in hotel and food costs annually. Ronald McDonald
House Charities of Connecticut and Western Massachusetts has kept children and their families close to vital
medical resources since 1988.
How you can participate:
Collecting can tabs is one of the most popular ways volunteers, community organizations, and schools
contribute to Ronald McDonald House Charities. It’s fun, easy, and a great way to involve community groups
and your family in supporting our Houses without a lot of effort.
All you need to do is remove the tab from each can before recycling, then place what
you've gathered in the collection bins at UMC, Branford. Rosemary and Tony Luzzi
are the dedicated volunteers who take our tabs and deilver thme to the They plan to
make their next delivery on May 1. From there, a truck load of pop tabs head to a local
recycling center. The tabs are weighed, and the funds raised from their recycling go
right back to Ronald McDonald House Charities programs and services, supporting
families and their children in need of life-saving medical care.
More info: www.rmhc-ctma.org/get-involved/pop-tabs

Connector Hall Missions to be highlighted in future C&F issues:
printer ink cartridges • Food Pantry
Diaper Bank • prayer shawls • return deposit bottles
Connector Hall Missions highlighted in previous C&F issues:
Recycle for Sight (Feb. 2022)

