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See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
- Isaiah 43:19
In 2021, we were constantly reminded to offer
a sacrifice of praise to the Lord and to serve our
neighbor because these are sacrifices that are
pleasing to the Lord according to our focus verse
from Hebrews 13:15-16.
I invite you to consider a new verse in 2022. The
continuing reality of COVID infections and the future
possibility of a split in our denomination can add
to the feelings of wandering in a desert looking for
signs of new life. And so, there are words of hope in
Isaiah. For a people in exile, the word of assurance
is that the Lord will make a way by providing streams
in the midst of the desert. As God provided a way
through the Red Sea for the Israelites during the
exodus, so a way will be provided for those in exile
in Babylon.
Rather than despairing about our present reality,
we are invited to stay alert for the miracles God
will perform in our midst. With excitement I am
anticipating the streams God will provide as we
move forward in worship and mission. Will you join
me?

•

•

message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns. This will be
distributed on Sunday mornings, included in the
weekly email, and posted on our website; you
can also request to receive it by email or USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to HELP FUND A TRUSTEE
MAINTENANCE PROJECT? Every year or two,
our UMCB Trustees walk through the building and
around the property to assess the need for repairs
and other work that may need to be done.
With over $15,000 in contributions, all 2021 Trustee
continued

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY
Our current Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford is
ongoing! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be constant
in prayer”!
With that in mind the members and friends of
UMC, Branford are encouraged to participate in the
following ways:
•

Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of our
church website, umcbranford.org. Whenever
we receive notice of a prayer concern an email

Wednesday, March 2
12pm & 7pm: In-person services with
Imposition of Ashes
7pm service will be live streamed

Projects were COMPLETELY FUNDED!! Thank
you for your generosity and concern for our church
property upkeep. While a few of the 2021 projects
still need to be completed, the funds donated have
been reserved to cover those expenses when they
occur.
For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
• Cleaning the carpets in the Sanctuary, Connector
Hall, and Herr Hall (estimate: pending)
• Tree removal: a couple of trees around the
Church and one in the back yard of the
Parsonage (estimate: pending)
If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
Study Groups continue to meet online on Tuesday
at 7pm and Thursday at 10:10am. Please email
Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or telephone number
if you would like to join the Tuesday evening
study. The Thursday morning group is meeting via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
I would love to add new people to either group or
start another group. Please let me know if another
day/time would be preferable for you.
NEW Study begins on March 1!
God is a foodie who wants to transform your supper
into sacrament!
In Taste and See, Margaret
Feinberg writes that since
the opening of creation, God,
the Master Chef, seeds the
world with pomegranates and
passionfruit, beans and greens,
and tangerines. When the
Israelites wander in the desert
for forty years, God, the Pastry
Chef, delivers the sweet bread
of heaven. After arriving in the

Promised Land, God reveals himself as Barbecue
Master, delighting in meat sacrifices. Like his Foodie
Father, Jesus throws the disciples an unforgettable
two-course farewell supper to be repeated until his
return.
This groundbreaking book provides a culinary
exploration of Scripture. You'll descend 400 feet
below ground into the frosty white caverns of a
salt mine, fish on the Sea of Galilee, bake fresh
matzo at Yale University, ferry to a remote island in
Croatia to harvest olives, spend time with a Texas
butcher known as "the meat apostle," and wander
a California farm with one of the world's premier fig
farmers.
With each visit, Margaret asks, "How do you read
these Scriptures, not as theologians, but in light of
what you do every day?" Their answers will forever
change the way you read the Bible - and approach
every meal. Taste and See is a delicious read that
includes dozens of recipes for those who, like
Margaret, believe some of life's richest moments
are spent savoring a meal with those you love.
Perhaps God's foodie focus is meant to do more
than satisfy our bellies. It's meant to heal our souls,
as we learn to taste and see the goodness of God
together. After all, food is God's love made edible.
See you around the table!

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
I am looking for volunteers to be a part of our new
Digital Ministry initiative. It is time to take the next
step and be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel.
We have done well adding a livestream option to
our Sunday Service - but there is more we can do.
Please let me know if you would like to help plan
for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry through means of social media and other
digital platforms.

MINISTRIES OF CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church.
It is essential during this time that we engage in
new ways of keeping in touch with one another. If
you would be willing to make phone calls as part of
a Care Ministry, please contact me by phone or
continued

email. Each volunteer will be assigned 3-4 families
to keep in touch with on a monthly basis. Volunteers
will also share with Pastor Kent any joys or concerns
they become aware of. Please know that you are
always welcome to contact Pastor Kent directly if
you have any needs or information you would like
to share.
Blessings,				

Pastor Kent
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Saturday, March 5 at 12pm

UMC, Branford will host a World Day of Prayer
service at 12pm on Saturday, March 5. This annual
event is celebrated in over 170 countries on the
first weekend in March. It is organized by Christian
laywomen around the world with the goal of bringing
together women of various cultures, nations, and
races in international prayer for peace.
The women of the World Day of Prayer committee
of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland wrote the
2022 program based on the prophet Jeremiah’s
words, “I know the plans I have for you.” The
service, which includes prayers, scripture readings
and hymns, is followed by light refreshments and
fellowship. Women from the United Methodist
Church, St. John Bosco Parish, and St. Stephen's
A.M.E. Zion Church of Branford; St. George's
Church of Guilford; and St. Pio of Pietrelcina Parish
of East Haven are presenting the service.
All are welcome to attend. This event will also be
livestreamed for those who are unable to attend in
person. Please check the UMCB website for the
link.

After holding conversations with our church
leaders, UMC, Branford has decided to
continue holding in-person worship but to
require everyone to wear a mask, regardless
of vaccination status, while in the building.
Singing will still be allowed during the worship
service, provided that you have a well-fitted
mask on. Masks are available at the church.

Ministry During The Pandemic
PASTORAL CARE: Pastor Kent is available to
meet with you for any of your Pastoral Care needs,
in person or by Zoom or telephone.
MEETINGS: Committee meetings are being held
via Zoom. All committee members will automatically
be sent an invitation to their meetings. If you would
like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please
contact Pastor Kent ahead of time so you can
receive the log-in information.
FINANCES: Your weekly offerings may be placed in
the Offering Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or
mailed to the church office if you are not attending
in-person worship. Please consider giving online
by clicking the “Give Now” button on the church
website at www.UMCBranford.org
COMMUNICATION:
The church office is
open Monday, Thursday,
and Friday from 8am to
12pm. You are welcome
to visit the church office
with any church business
you need to conduct.

March Events

March

Wed 3/2, 12pm & 7pm: Ash Wednesday Services
Thurs 3/3, 7pm: Trustees
Sat 3/5, 12pm: World Day of Prayer
Wed 3/9, 7pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Sat 3/12, 12pm: Romans 12:12 Prayer
Wed 3/16, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Thurs 3/24, 7pm: Parish Council
Fri 3/25, 6pm: Community Dinner
Mon 3/28, 7pm: Finance Committee
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service
(live and streamed)

MONDAYS Monday Morning Quarterbacking
10:10am
(425) 436-6385
		Access code: 841200#.
TUESDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7-8:30pm
Contact Pastor Kent for Zoom link or
		dial-in number
7:30pm
AA meeting
THURSDAYS Pastor’s Bible Study Group
10am		
Call (425) 436-6385
		
Access code 841200#.
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS AA meeting
7pm
Amos Talbott serves in the Marines. His
birthday is March 14. He would love to get
cards from his church family! His mailing
address is:
Amos Talbott
900 Saybrook Ct
Saginaw, TX 76131

March Birthdays
2
3
8
9
13
14
21
25
26
28
30

Hannah Jackson, Kaylee Roberts,
Jean Sunny
Gabriel Maggay
Helen Werns
Judy Loukides
Sean Deveau, Joan Gerlach
Erin Marszalek, Amos Talbott
June Ann Greeley, Sterwin Maggay,
David Simon
Madison Ballard
Bob Nerkowski
Kylie James
Ginny Busca, Aubrey Simon

March Anniversaries
26
29

John & Connie Nickou
John & Sue Beatty

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
You can catch the weekly sermon video at
www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Follow Learn & Play on Facebook - it's a great way to see what our young students are up to!
Find them on Facebook (or just search their name):
https://www.facebook.com/Learn-Play-Christian-Early-Learning-Center-864205240297632

Amazon Wish Lists: it's an easy click to add an item
to your shopping cart and enrich our little ones' experience! Lists can be found at:
https://bit.ly/3B5oDkC

				
			

Monday Morning
Quarterbacking

An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into the
scriptures and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material which was preached. Please consider attending on a weekly basis or occasionally as the Spirit
moves. We will meet via conference call at 10:10
am. Please dial in at 425-436-6385 using access
code 841200#.

Community Dinner

Friday, March 25, 6pm
The Community Dinner will be held as a drive-thru
event while Herr Hall is under reconstruction. Pick
up a dinner-to-go in the church parking lot.

SEWING FOR GOD

UPCOMING WOMEN'S LUNCHEONS

No meeting in March!
Curently, we are working from
home, making quilt tops for our
friends at Artis. When the small
conference room is availabe for use again, we will
layer and quilt them.
GOOD NEWS TO REPORT! The insurance report
for our sewing supplies has been submitted and we
are waiting for approval for replacements. Thank
you to our friends at Close to Home, who have donated rotary cutters and rulers to help us get started
on replacing some of these items.

February Mission Update:
Souper Bowl Supper
Donations will be accepted through March 6 for the
two women’s shelters that we usually support with
the proceeds from our Souper Bowl Supper. We
have been in contact with both Life Haven in New
Haven and The Guilford House Women’s Shelter.
They have requested the following personal items:
• shampoo
• conditioner
• deodorant
• toothpaste/toothbrushes
• razors
• bars of soap
• washcloths/towels
• twin sheets (new or slightly used)

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S LUNCHEON

Monday, March 21 • 12:30pm-2:30pm
Faith 'n' begorrah - we're all Irish on St. Paddy's
Day! Wear your green!
Donovan’s Reef, Lockworks Square
1212 Main St, Branford
Please RSVP by Sunday 3/20

Cash donations will also be accepted; please mark
your envelope/checks “Women’s Shelter”. If you
have any questions, please see Rosemary.

HAPPY SPRING LUNCHEON

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. Every tab makes
a difference, just like you do!
Next Delivery Date: May 1
Rosemary & Tony

Monday, April 18 • 12:30pm-2:30pm
Celebrate the return of warm days
and blooming flowers!
Bristo Mediterranean Tapas
383 Main St East Haven
Please RSVP by Sunday 4/17
Questions? Call Rosemary 203-589-1620

