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RENEWAL
When they had prayed, the place in which they
were gathered together was shaken, and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of
God with boldness.
Acts 4:31
As I write these “Ponderings” for July, I am preparing
to attend the annual Holy Spirit Encounter, a
worship conference hosted by Aldersgate Renewal
Ministries. I look forward to this experience every
year as a time for my own spiritual growth through
reflection and renewal. We spend 2-3 hours in
worship each morning and evening. Equipping
(teaching) sessions are offered each afternoon.
However, I frequently use these times for a personal,
individual time of renewal. I consider it a blessing to
be able to set aside this time each year.
I encourage each member of the congregation to
find your own time for spiritual renewal. In addition
to a regular devotion time, please consider seeking
out a concentrated period of time for your own
spiritual growth each year.
While this year’s experience will have ended by
the time you read this article, please consider
joining me next year. And, in the meantime, let’s
be in conversation about other opportunities that
are available for your own renewal. Please feel
free to reach out if you need help finding the right
opportunity to deepen your relationship with the
Lord.
Blessings,
			

Pastor Kent

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
We are currently seeking out a new Church
SecretarY. For the time being, office hours are
limited to Tuesday through Thursday from 9am to
2pm when Pastor Kent is in the office. We welcome

volunteers who are willing to staff the office during
the week, especially on Mondays or Fridays. Please
contact Pastor Kent if this is something you are
willing to do.
Pastor Kent is available to meet with you for any
of your Pastoral Care needs—in person, by Zoom,
or by phone. He is typically in the office Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00
pm. Please call first if you plan to stop in to see
Pastor Kent, as his schedule sometimes changes
unexpectedly. He will continue to be available for
occasional Monday evening meetings and Friday
evening Community Dinners. He is also available
on Saturdays and Sundays, but does not keep
regular office hours those days. Please be aware
that Pastor Kent takes a Sabbath Day on Mondays,
and his day off is Friday.
You may contact Pastor Kent anytime by email,
phone, or text—see his contact info above.
Preferable contact hours are between 7:00am9:00pm.
If you have any questions about the Pastor’s
schedule, please feel free to be in touch with Pastor
Kent directly or with David Wells, Chair of the Staff
Parish Relations Committee, at gdavid3@yahoo.
com.

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY
Our current Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford
continues! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be
constant in prayer.” With that in mind, the members
and friends of UMC, Branford are encouraged to
participate in the following ways:
• Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website: umcbranford.org. When
a notice of a prayer concern is received, an
email message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
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•

•

with the pertinent information.
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns will be distributed at
Sunday worship service, included in the weekly
email, and posted on our website. You can also
request to receive it by email or USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

MONDAY MORNING QUARTERBACKING HAS
BECOME...TUESDAY TALK-BACK!
An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday
Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into
the scriptures and the participants are encouraged
to ask questions and share reflections on the
material which was preached. Please consider
attending on a weekly basis or occasionally as the
Spirit moves.
The group meets via Conference Call at 10:10am
on Tuesdays. Please dial in at 425-436-6385 using
access code 841200#. If this time is not convenient,
or if you would like to participate in an in-person
group, please contact Pastor Kent.

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to help fund a Trustee maintenance
project? Every year or two, our UMCB Trustees
Committeee members walk through the building
and around the property to assess repairs and any
other needed work.
For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
• Cleaning the carpets in the Sanctuary, Connector
Hall, and Herr Hall (estimate pending)

•

Tree removal: several trees around the Church
and back yard of the Parsonage (estimate:
$3,000)

If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
Beginning in July:
Run The Race
by Christine Caine
As Christians, we know the
outcome of the relay race of life
in advance! Caine inspires you to
receive the baton of faith from the
body of Christ with this encouraging reminder that
God has chosen you, prepared you, and placed
you on his team.
In Run the Race!, best-selling author, speaker, and
activist Christine Caine reminds readers that as
Christians they are born to win. Their purpose is to
run in the divine race of life until the day they cross
the finish line and hear the words of their father,
"Well done, good and faithful servant."
Christians already know the outcome of the race
before it begins, and that knowledge should
revolutionize the way they run their race—the way
they live their lives. Caine enthralls readers with
stories and timeless principles that inspire people of
faith to run the race of their life, receiving the baton
of faith in sync with their winning team—the body of
Christ. God has chosen them, prepared them and
placed them on His team. They are unstoppable.
Reading Schedule:
Both study groups continues to meet online and
will resume meeting the week of July 3 (Tues 7/5
& Thurs 7/7) when we will discuss Chapters 1 & 2.
The Thursday morning group meets at 10:10am via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
Please email Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or
telephone number if you would like to join the
Tuesday evening study.
Pastor Kent would love to add new people to either
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group or start another group. Please let him know
if another day/time would be preferable for you.

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
In order to be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel, I am looking for volunteers
to be a part of our new Digital Ministry initiative.
Our livestreamed Sunday Service is just the first
step. Please let me know if you would like to help
plan for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry via social media and other digital platforms.

MINISTRIES OF PRAYER AND CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church. It
is essential during this time that we engage in new
ways of keeping in touch with one another.
If you would be willing to make phone calls as
part of the Ministries of Prayer and Care, please
contact me by phone or email. Each volunteer will
be assigned 3-4 families to keep in touch with on a
monthly basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor
Kent any joys or concerns they become aware of.
You are always welcome to contact Pastor Kent
directly if you have any needs or information you
would like to share.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS
Your weekly offerings may be placed in the Offering
Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or mailed to
the church office if you are not attending in-person
worship. Please consider giving online by clicking
the “Give Now” button on the church website at
www.UMCBranford.org

July Events
Wed, 7/6, 6pm: Abundent Health Planning
Wed, 7/6, 7pm: Trustees
Sat, 7/9, 9am Ruby's Plant Sale
Sat, 7/9, 12pm: Scarecrow Workshop
Tues, 7/12, 12:12pm: Romans 12:12
Tues, 7/12, 5:30pm: Branford Diaper Bank
Wed, 7/13, 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Sat, 7/16, 8am: Men's Breakfast
Mon, 7/18, 12pm: Ladies Luncheon
Wed, 7/20, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Wed, 7/27, 7pm: Finance Committee
Thurs, 7/28, 7pm: Parish Council
Fri 7/29, 6pm: Community Dinner
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service (live & streamed)

MONDAYS
4:30		

Sewing for God (except 6/20)

TUESDAYS
10am		
Tuesday Talk Back
7pm		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
AA meeting
WEDNESDAYS
10:30am
Prayer Shawl Ministry
THURSDAYS
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS
7pm		
AA meeting

July Birthdays
1
6
10
12
18
19
20
22
26
27
28
29

Rosemary Luzzi
Philip Gregoire
Andrew Wolek
Jocelyn Neary
James Torello
Michael Mazzucco
Marcia Donnelly, Molly Mazzucco
Ellie Bowman
Erica Klein
Anne Jackson
Edward Perchaluk
Carole Viel

July Anniversaries
10
13
24
29

Eunice & Sterwin Maggay
M.E. & Stephen Solomon
Heather & Michael Mazzucco
Robert & Susan McMahon

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20th of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
Watch past services at www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

BLESSING BAGS

CONGRATS TO OUR GRADS!

We are putting together Blessing Bags to distribute at our Abundant Health Event on the Branford
Green on Oct. 23. Below is a list of items included
in the bags—many available at local supermarkets
and dollar stores.

Congratulations to our high school graduates!

Donations can be brought to church with you on
Sunday or left in the Green Bin located by the Red
Doors any time during the week.
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me." Matthew 25:40

Emily Mazzucco graduated from East Haven High
School. She will be attending the University of New
Haven to study Medical Laboratory Sciences and
hopes to attend Medical School.
William Gagné graduated from Metropolitan
Business Academy in New Haven. He will be
attending Southern Connecticut State University
and will major in Computer Science.
Alice Talbott graduated from the Academy of
Science and Innovation in New Britain. She will
attend community college next year to get her basic
classes out of the way and build her portfolio, with
plans to attend the Rhode Island School of Design.
She wants to go into industrial design or set/prop
design.

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
Next delivery date: August 1
Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. The funds raised
support the Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Connecticut and Western Massachusetts. Every
tab makes a difference, just like you do!
Rosemary & Tony

Friday, July 29, 6pm
This month's Community Dinner will be held as a
summer picnic in the church parking lot! Hamburgers and hot dogs outside, weather permitting.

SEWING FOR GOD

Mondays, July 11 & 25 • 4:30pm to 6:30pm (-ish)

WOMEN'S LUNCHEONS

We started sewing again in June and have already
completed 4-6 tops. The October Festival is
approaching, and we’ll be working on items for the
craft table in August and September.

Monday, July 18 • 12:00-2:30pm
Eli’s on the Hill, 145 Block Island Road, Branford
Please RSVP by Sunday 7/17

We thank the trustees for their support in replacing
the sewing equipment that was destroyed. Once
the conference room is available, we'll store them
away in our new storage closet.

Lenny & Joes Fish Tale, 86 Boston Post Rd, Westbrook

Looking forward to seeing you and sewing away!
Rosemary

Monday, August 15 • 12:00pm-2:30pm
Please RSVP by Sunday 8/14

Questions? Call Rosemary 203-589-1620
Your kindness comes through
In all that you do,
And my heart is so thankful
For just knowing all of you.
Thank you to all of the Ladies Luncheon women!
Rosemary

OCTOBER FESTIVAL: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022
We will be having several fun workshops during the upcoming summer and early fall months. It’s never too
early to start making things for the Festival!
FIRST WORKSHOP: Saturday July 9, 2022 • 12 noon to 3:00 pm (longer if needed)
“Don't you have a saying, 'It's still four months until harvest'? I tell you, open your
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” John 4:35
Let us go to the fields and build a scarecrow together! This is a contest for the
Festival, so you bring your own old clothing, headgear, and embellishments—the
frame will be provided. We're guaranteed to have a lot of laughs! Invite your kids
and grandkids to come and help you, or they can make one for themselves! By
yourself? Don’t worry! Ask a church member to partner with you and make one
together!
Light refreshments will be provided. Please contact Diane Nerkowski at (203)
248-9066 to say you are coming and how many frames you need! The frames
need to be prepared in advance, so please be sure to RSVP.
It's not to early to be preparing for the Festival!
All crafts are welcomed—your help is especially needed!

Huge Daylilly & Perennial Plant Sale
Saturday, July 9 · 9 am-3 pm
United Methodist Church

811 East Main St, Branford, CT 06405
(one mile east of the Chowder Pot on Route 1)

Great Selection! Our Perennials are native
to the area and are very hearty. ($6 - $30)

Daylilly · Hosta · Sedum
Echinacea · Lavender
Shasta Viburnum
Bridal Wreath Spires
Limelight & Annabelle Hydrangeas
And many more!

