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JESUS PREFERS CASSEROLES
But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you
are worried and distracted by many things; there is
need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better
part, which will not be taken away from her.
Luke 10:41-42 X
This Gospel reading from Luke 10:38-42 presents
us with two different responses to Jesus's presence
in the home. Mary sees an opportunity to be WITH
Jesus, while Martha is preoccupied by doing things
FOR Jesus. As we reflect upon this encounter, we
will all be encouraged to evaluate how we use time
and develop relationships.
Martha could have served without being "worried
and distracted." Then Jesus would have been OK
with her service (ministry)?
What you worry about the most reveals what you
VALUE the most.
What you worry about the most also reveals
where you TRUST God the least.
Craig Groeschel
Martha was not a bad person...but her "work" was
interfering with her "worship." We need to be able
to pair our work and worship.
When you start to worry, stop to pray.
Rick Warren
(Pastor Rick's Daily Hope, July 26, 2020)
We need to balance ministry and meditation ... our
service in Jesus's name is supported and guided by
the time we spend with him devotionally in prayer
and scripture reading.
Don’t let the noise of this world distract you from
the voice of God.
Craig Groeschel
Jesus prefers casseroles...and would appreciate a
pot-luck supper!!
Jesus says that “only one thing is needed,” meaning
that only one dish is needed. But this one thing also

stands for the better part which Mary has chosen,
namely, listening to the Word of God. The implication
is that Martha, if she kept the preparations simple,
could also listen to Jesus. [Evangelical Commentary
on the Bible]
What are we worried and distracted about?
• What others are/aren't doing
• Clean houses
• Paying the bills
• Relationships
• Filling the sanctuary
We must focus on what is NECESSARY.
Faith does not eliminate the distraction; it shifts
the attention.
Steven Furtick
Finding balance...being with Jesus and serving our
neighbors.
A dose of daily devotions allows us to give God our
worries as we commit to serving our neighbors.
Lo! I come With Joy To Do by Charles Wesley
Lo! I come with joy to do
The Master’s blessèd will,
Him in outward works pursue,
And serve His pleasure still;
Faithful to my Lord’s commands,
I still would choose the better part:
Serve with careful Martha’s hands,
And humble Mary’s heart.
Blessings,
			

Pastor Kent

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
With our new secretary now in
place, the church office hours
are 9am - 1pm, Monday through Thursday. Please
feel free to contact Rosemary during these hours
with any questions or administrative needs.
continued

Pastor Kent is typically in the office Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00 pm.
He is also available on Saturdays and Sundays, but
does not keep regular office hours those days. He
will continue to be available for occasional Monday
evening meetings and Friday evening Community
Dinners. Please be aware that Pastor Kent takes a
Sabbath Day on Mondays, and his day off is Friday.
You may contact Pastor Kent anytime by email,
phone, or text—see his contact info above.
Preferable contact hours are between 7:00am9:00pm.
Please call first if you plan to stop in to see Rosemary
or Pastor Kent, as their schedules sometimes
changes unexpectedly.
If you have any questions about the Pastor’s
schedule, please feel free to be in touch with Pastor
Kent directly or with David Wells, Chair of the Staff
Parish Relations Committee, at gdavid3@yahoo.
com.

Committeee members walk through the building
and around the property to assess repairs and any
other needed work.
For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
• Cleaning the carpets in the Sanctuary, Connector
Hall, and Herr Hall (estimate: $1,500)
• Tree removal: several trees around the Church
and back yard of the Parsonage (estimate:
$3,500)
If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY
Our current Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford
continues! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be
constant in prayer.” With that in mind, the members
and friends of UMC, Branford are encouraged to
participate in the following ways:
• Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website: umcbranford.org. When
a notice of a prayer concern is received, an
email message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.
• A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns will be distributed at
Sunday worship service, included in the weekly
email, and posted on our website. You can also
request to receive it by email or USPS.
• A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509 or call
929-205-6099, then enter meeting ID.
I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to help fund a Trustee maintenance
project? Every year or two, our UMCB Trustees

TUESDAY TALK-BACK!
An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday
Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into
the scriptures and the participants are encouraged
to ask questions and share reflections on the
material which was preached. Please consider
attending on a weekly basis or occasionally as the
Spirit moves.
The group meets via Conference Call at 10:10am
on Tuesdays. Please dial in at 425-436-6385 using
access code 841200#. If this time is not convenient,
or if you would like to participate in an in-person
group, please contact Pastor
Kent.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
Run The Race
by Christine Caine
As Christians, we know the
outcome of the relay race of life
in advance! Caine inspires
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you to receive the baton of faith from the body of
Christ with this encouraging reminder that God has
chosen you, prepared you, and placed you on his
team.
In Run the Race!, best-selling author, speaker, and
activist Christine Caine reminds readers that as
Christians they are born to win. Their purpose is to
run in the divine race of life until the day they cross
the finish line and hear the words of their father,
"Well done, good and faithful servant."
Christians already know the outcome of the race
before it begins, and that knowledge should
revolutionize the way they run their race—the way
they live their lives. Caine enthralls readers with
stories and timeless principles that inspire people of
faith to run the race of their life, receiving the baton
of faith in sync with their winning team—the body of
Christ. God has chosen them, prepared them and
placed them on His team. They are unstoppable.

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
In order to be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel, I am looking for volunteers
to be a part of our new Digital Ministry initiative.
Our livestreamed Sunday Service is just the first
step. Please let me know if you would like to help
plan for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry via social media and other digital platforms.

MINISTRIES OF PRAYER AND CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church. It
is essential during this time that we engage in new
ways of keeping in touch with one another.

Reading Schedule:
Both study groups continues to meet online and
will resume meeting the week of July 3 (Tues 7/5
& Thurs 7/7) when we will discuss Chapters 1 & 2.

If you would be willing to make phone calls as
part of the Ministries of Prayer and Care, please
contact me by phone or email. Each volunteer will
be assigned 3-4 families to keep in touch with on a
monthly basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor
Kent any joys or concerns they become aware of.

The Thursday morning group meets at 10:10am via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.

You are always welcome to contact Pastor Kent
directly if you have any needs or information you
would like to share.

Please email Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or
telephone number if you would like to join the
Tuesday evening study.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS

Pastor Kent would love to add new people to either
group or start another group. Please let him know
if another day/time would be preferable for you.

Your weekly offerings may be placed in the Offering
Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or mailed to
the church office if you are not attending in-person
worship. Please consider giving online by clicking
the “Give Now” button on the church website at
www.UMCBranford.org

August Events
Wed 8/3 7pm: Church Council
Wed 8/10 7pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Fri 8/12 12:12pm: Romans 12:12 Prayer
Sat 8/13 12pm: Fall Festival Craft Workshop
Wed 8/17 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Sat 8/20 8am: Men's Breakfast
Mon 8/22 6:30pm: Parish Council
Wed 8/24 7pm: Staff Parish Committee
Fri 8/26, 6pm: Community Dinner

August Birthdays
4
6
7
13
16
20
21
22
29

Bob Umile
Dorothy Chamberlain, Diane Komp,
Jean Massage, Kiley Mazzucco, Terri Wells
Laurie VanDeusen
Monya Zurkus
Cindy Anderson, Nancy Dineen,
Alice Talbott, Mary Lou Woods
Ron Arena
Connie Nickou, Charles Steeves
Priscilla Blake
Sophia Appleton, Chelsea Marks

August Anniversaries
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service (live & streamed)

MONDAYS
4:30		

Sewing for God

TUESDAYS
10am		
Tuesday Talk Back
7pm		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
AA meeting
WEDNESDAYS
10:30am
Prayer Shawl Ministry
THURSDAYS
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS
7pm		
AA meeting

9
11
17
24
28

Stacey & Ken Cronk
Deborah & Brent Talbott
Heidi & Ernest Busch
Terri & David Wells
Jesse & Courtney Rader

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20 of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
th

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
Watch past services at www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

BLESSING BAGS

AUGUST MISSION PROJECT

We are putting together Blessing Bags to distribute at our Abundant Health Event on the Branford
Green on Oct. 23. Below is a list of items included
in the bags—many available at local supermarkets
and dollar stores.

For the month of August, we will be collecting school
supplies for local kids. We're looking for anything
that will help a kid start off the school year right!
Crayons - Pencils - Markers - Dry Erase Markers
Back Packs - Hand Sanitizer - Tissues
Notebooks - Rulers - Pencils - Pencil Cases

Donations can be brought to church with you on
Sunday or left in the Green Bin located by the Red
Doors any time during the week.
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me." Matthew 25:40

Donations can be brought to the church any time
during the week and left in the green bin, or bring
them with you on Sunday.
The start of the new school year will be here before
we know it!

SUNDAY WORSHIP LAY READERS
Would you like to be a Sunday Lay Reader? Pastor Kent is looking to put together a rotation list of
volunteers who would read scripture and lead the
Unison Prayer on Sunday Mornings. Call or email
him if you're interested!

Friday, August 26, 6pm
This month's Community Dinner will be held as a
summer picnic in the church parking lot! Hamburgers and hot dogs outside, weather permitting.

OCTOBER FESTIVAL: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022
It’s time for another Festival Workshop!
Saturday, August 13, 2022 • 12:00 to 2:00pm
Join us in Herr Hall for fun and fellowship! A light lunch will be served. These are the projects we've got lined
up:

Adorable Gnomes!		

Yarn Christmas Trees!		

Holiday Utensil Holders!

If thes craft projects don’t hit your fancy, bring your own and craft with us!
All are welcome—no matter what your crafts skills are. Bring a neighbor, your kids, or grandkids!
Contact Diane Nerkowski to let her you’re coming—she needs a count for lunch.

WOMEN'S LUNCHEON
Monday, August 15 • 12:00pm-2:30pm

Lenny & Joes Fish Tale, 86 Boston Post Rd, Westbrook

Please RSVP by Sunday 8/14

Questions? Call Rosemary 203-589-1620

COMING SOON:
SEPTEMBER STEWARDSHIP!
It’s nearly time for 2023 stewardship discussions
(wow, this year is moving fast!). We plan to start
in September and end on October 2, taking a few
minutes each Sunday to talk about God’s plan and
our purpose as a church.
2023 Theme: You matter to God’s plan: Healing for
the broken, hope for the lost, home for all
Key verse: "If my people who are called by my
name will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven and forgive their sins and will
heal their land." 2 Chronicles 7:14
Willing to help? Terri Wells is looking for committee members for the month of August. She’s also
recruiting speakers for each Sunday—you’ll speak
for less than 5 minuites, and she’ll give you notes.
Please reach out if you are interested in learning
more or to talk before you commit! Contact her at
terriwells1@gmail.com or 203-871-7850.

Our PSM (not PMS!!) group needs more members!
Our numbers have been decreasing due to age, illness, and other reasons. We’d love to have more
of you join us.
The group knits and crochets shawls, lap robes/
blankets, and baby blankets; we also make items
for the church fairs and festivals. The shawls are for
those in need of support during illnesses, deaths,
and other tragedies. They are also given to those
who are celebrating joys. Anyone is welcome to
take a shawl and card from the basket in Herr Hallway to pass on to someone who they feel would
receive comfort from it.
The group meets on Wednesdays from 10:30am to
12pm. Right now, we are a telephone group. Call
425-436-6385; when prompted, enter access code
841200. When prompted again, say “Hi.” If you are
greeted with silence, just wait. We are catching our
breath so we can continue talking!
Once the kitchen and conference room renovations are done, we will move back to the church for
in-person knitting and crocheting. We’ll even offer
instructions if you need them. It’s a nice group and
a great chance to socialize. Come every week or as
often as you can!

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
Next delivery date: August 1
Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. The funds raised
support the Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Connecticut and Western Massachusetts. Every
tab makes a difference, just like you do!
Rosemary & Tony

