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WHICH IS THE GREATEST?
Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,
the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert
in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher,
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments.”
Matthew 22:34-40
Yes, they were testing Jesus, and that was not fair.
But I wonder if, beyond the immediate situation,
there may have been a desire to connect with the
Lord and learn from his teaching? In answer to their
questioning, Jesus didn’t invent some new theology,
nor did he try to summarize all the commandments
contained in the Hebrew scriptures. Instead, Jesus
quoted two commandments that would have been
familiar to them, one from Deuteronomy Chapter 6
and the other from Leviticus Chapter 19.
This got me thinking…in the opinion of Christians
today, what are the essential Bible passages
(stories, characters, episodes) that every Christian
should know? I am interested in your answers and
would love to hear your response!
•
•

Name 3 Bible stories/passages every child
should learn.
Name 3 Bible stories/passages every Christian
should know.
Who
knows...maybe
your
answers
will
become
my
next
Sermon Series!
Blessings,
			

Pastor Kent

Church office hours are 9am
to 1pm, Monday through
Thursday. Please feel free to
contact Rosemary during these
hours with any questions or
administrative needs.
Pastor Kent is typically in the office Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00 pm.
He is also available on Saturdays and Sundays, but
does not keep regular office hours those days. He
will continue to be available for occasional Monday
evening meetings and Friday evening Community
Dinners. Please be aware that Pastor Kent takes a
Sabbath Day on Mondays, and his day off is Friday.
You may contact Pastor Kent anytime by email,
phone, or text—see his contact info above.
Preferable contact hours are between 7:00am to
9:00pm.
Pastor Kent also coaches middle school crosscountry and high school track and field in Branford.
His coaching schedule in the fall is usually from
3-4:30pm Mon-Fri. Coaching is an extension of
Pastor Kent’s ministry, as he is able to connect with
about 100 Branford families and their children.
Please call first if you plan to stop in to see Rosemary
or Pastor Kent, as their schedules sometimes
changes unexpectedly.
If you have any questions about the Pastor’s
schedule, please feel free to be in touch with Pastor
Kent directly or with David Wells, Chair of the Staff
Parish Relations Committee, at gdavid3@yahoo.
com.
The test of faith is whether I can make space
for difference. Can I recognize God's image
in someone who is not in my image, whose
language, faith, ideals, are different from mine?
If I cannot, then I have made God in my image,
instead of allowing him to make me in his.
-Jonathan Saks

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY

Monday, September 12 at 12:12pm
Our current Prayer Initiative at UMC, Branford
continues! Romans 12:12 reminds us to “be
constant in prayer.” With that in mind, the members
and friends of UMC, Branford are encouraged to
participate in the following ways:
• Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website: umcbranford.org. When
a notice of a prayer concern is received, an
email message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.
• A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns will be distributed at
Sunday worship service, included in the weekly
email, and posted on our website. You can also
request to receive it by email or USPS.
• A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509, or
call 929-205-6099 and enter the meeting ID.
I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

TUESDAY TALK-BACK!
An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday
Sermon! Pastor Kent shares additional insight into
the scriptures and the participants are encouraged
to ask questions and share reflections on the
material which was preached. Please consider
attending on a weekly basis or occasionally as the
Spirit moves.
The group meets via Conference Call at 10:10am
on Tuesdays. Please dial in at 425-436-6385 using
access code 841200#. If this time is not convenient,
or if you would like to participate in an in-person
group, please contact Pastor Kent.

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to help fund a Trustee maintenance
project? Every year or two, our UMCB Trustees

Committeee members walk through the building
and around the property to assess repairs and any
other needed work.
For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
• Cleaning the carpets in the Sanctuary, Connector
Hall, and Herr Hall DONE!
• Tree removal: several trees around the Church
and back yard of the Parsonage (estimate:
$3,500)
If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
NEW for September:
Life Lessons from 1 & 2 Peter
Max Lucado's Life Lessons from
1 & 2 Peter is a 12-session study
on the two books of Peter written
to a mixed group of Gentile and
Jewish believers from a variety of different social
backgrounds. At its core, it's a survival manual
on how to act and respond when you are being
mistreated or when life is not being fair to you.
Key Themes of 1 Peter:
• Our richest inheritance is not in this world—it
waits in heaven.
• It is up to each Christian to remain pure.
• It is an honor to suffer for Christ.
• Satan fights against the growth and victory of
believers.
Key Themes of 2 Peter:
• The Scriptures were divinely inspired.
• There will be a great accountability in the final
days when Jesus returns and God judges.
• It is utterly important to teach God's truth, purely
and without addition.
Each lesson has the following sections:
• Key Scripture Verse
• Reflection
• Situation

continued

• Observation
• Exploration
• Inspiration
• Reaction
• Life Lessons
• Devotion
• Journaling
Ideal for a small group setting or for individual study.
Reading Schedule:
Both study groups continues to meet online and
will resume meeting the week of July 3 (Tues 7/5
& Thurs 7/7) when we will discuss Chapters 1 & 2.

directly if you have any needs or information you
would like to share.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS
Your weekly offerings may be placed in the Offering
Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or mailed to
the church office if you are not attending in-person
worship. Please consider giving online by clicking
the “Give Now” button on the church website at
www.UMCBranford.org.

The Thursday morning group meets at 10:10am via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
Please email Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or
telephone number if you would like to join the
Tuesday evening study.
Pastor Kent would love to add new people to either
group or start another group. Please let him know
if another day/time would be preferable for you.

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
In order to be proactive with
our efforts to reach beyond the
walls of our church building with
the message of the Gospel, I
am looking for volunteers to be
a part of our new Digital Ministry initiative.
Our livestreamed Sunday Service is just the first
step. Please let me know if you would like to help
plan for the future by enhancing our physical church
ministry via social media and other digital platforms.

MINISTRIES OF PRAYER AND CARE
As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church. It
is essential during this time that we engage in new
ways of keeping in touch with one another.
If you would be willing to make phone calls as
part of the Ministries of Prayer and Care, please
contact me by phone or email. Each volunteer will
be assigned 3-4 families to keep in touch with on a
monthly basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor
Kent any joys or concerns they become aware of.
You are always welcome to contact Pastor Kent

BRANFORD DIAPER BANK
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 5-6:30pm
On the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 5:006:30PM, we need at least three volunteers to help
at the Branford Diaper Bank, located at 30 Harrison
Ave.
Please contact Pastor Kent if you are willing to help.

September Events
Wed 9/7 7pm: Trustees
Wed 9/14 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Mon 9/12 12:12pm: Romans 12:12 Prayer
Mon 9/12 1pm: Sewing for God
Tues 9/13 5pm: Branford Diaper Bank
Sat 9/17 8am: Men's Breakfast
Mon 9/19 12pm Ladies Luncheon
Wed 9/21 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Thur 9/22 7pm: Church Council
Sat 9/24 12pm: October Festival Workshop
Mon 9/26 1pm: Sewing for God
Wed 9/28 7pm: Finance Committee
Fri 9/30 6pm: Community Dinner

September Birthdays
2
3
4
10
18
19
21
23
29

Jacob Rader
Amy Kapadia
Adam Jackson, Trina Bowman,
Noah Rader
Karyn Capezzone, Diane Nerkowski
Michael Loukides
Pepi Capezzone
Bonnie Gregoire
Pat Steeves, Toni Ginnetti
Megan Wells

September Anniversaries
1
3
16
30

Cheryl & James Torello
Karyn & Pepi Capezzone
Lydia & Paul Wezenski
Lori & Michael Cartwright

WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am

Worship Service (live & streamed)

TUESDAYS
10am		
Tuesday Talk Back
7pm		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
AA meeting
WEDNESDAYS
10:30am
Prayer Shawl Ministry
THURSDAYS
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS
7pm		
AA meeting

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20th of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
Watch past services at www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

September Stewardship is here!
Starting Sunday, September 11 through Sunday, October 2, we will talk and pray about our stewardship as
a church for 2023. This is a time for prayerful consideration of your individual goals for the coming year, as
well as setting the path for our worship, ministry, and mission together as God’s people.
My ask: Please pray! Pray for wisdom that the Lord gives us a shared vision and purpose. Pray for clarity on
what the Lord is calling you personally to do. And finally, pray for the Holy Spirit to be present and fill each of
us with the joy of the Lord as we worship together in September.
Our theme for 2023: You matter to God’s plan: Healing for the broken, hope for the lost, home for all.
Key verse: If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and forgive their sins and will heal their land. 2
Chronicles 7:14
Each Sunday, we will have a specific topic related to our theme along with reflection questions. In addition,
church members will share personal thoughts and experiences, and we are planning to have some fun
songs around our theme. Thank you to our speaker volunteers - your reflections and stories are what makes
this about our church home and family.
I look forward to talking together about how we each matter to God and how we are all part of God's plan. As
UMC Branford, we matter to the world as we serve together by offering healing, hope, and a home.
Please let me know if you have questions or thoughts about our month of stewardship reflection. And share
if you have ideas for songs!
Terri Wells • terriwells1@gmail.com 203-871-7850
Finance Chair thoughts:
I’m also looking forward to the month of stewardship. This allows
us to budget for 2023 a month earlier than last year, which helps us
be sure that our priorities are clear and we have a plan that we can
support.
As we did last year, we will have ‘stewardship packets’ with a 2023 calendar, an overview brochure, and the
pledge card. These will be handed out for our first two Sunday’ (9/11 and 9/18th). If you aren’t able to make it
in person, we will mail it to you the week of Sept. 18. We also plan to reach out to Learn & Play families with
a take-home packet.
Also, like last year, the stewardship campaign is being undertaken as a labor of love, with volunteers from
our church family creating and funding the packet and the mailing. While this is typically an annual expense
item in our budget, I appreciate that all pledges will fund our missions and ministries.
We are asking for your prayerful consideration for a 2023 pledge. Please return the pledge card (paper copy
or via the website) by October 2. Feel free to put it in the contribution box or hand it to Terri or me on any
Sunday.
Thank you - and please contact me with any questions or feedback.
John Beatty • 860-434-8541 jbeatty01@snet.net

BLESSING BAGS
We are putting together Blessing Bags to distribute at our Abundant Health Event on the Branford
Green on Oct. 23. Below is a list of items included
in the bags—many available at local supermarkets
and dollar stores.
Donations can be brought to church with you on
Sunday or left in the Green Bin located by the Red
Doors any time during the week.
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me." Matthew 25:40

SEWING FOR GOD

NEW TIME!
Mondays 9/12 & 9/26, 1-4pm
The conference room, kitchen,
and closet are now finished!
A huge “Thank You!” to all of
those involved in the restoration! Please note: we
will be starting at a new time with a brand new room
to work in and new equipment and tools, including
a storage cabinet. What more can we ask for?
Fabrics to make MORE QUILTS for our friends at
Artis or anyone who would like one!
You do not need any sewing experience—we will
teach you. We always need helping hands to iron
or pin while joining in some great fellowship. Any
questions, please see Rosemary Luzzi.
On the first Sunday of each month, we remember
the Lord's Supper as a celebration of what Jesus
has done and continues to do for each of us. May
you feel the warmth and comfort of the Lord's love
all the days of your life.
We have consecrated communion elements
available for pickup if you will be joining us via our
livestream. Please contact Pastor Kent to arrange
pickup.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LAY READERS
Would you like to be a Sunday Lay Reader? Pastor Kent is looking to put together a rotation list of
volunteers who would read scripture and lead the
Unison Prayer on Sunday Mornings. Call or email
him if you're interested!

Friday, September 30, 6pm
Come inside and enjoy a home cooked meal! If you
can't join us inside, takeout is also available.The
food is good and the fellowship is better. Hope to
see you there!

OCTOBER FESTIVAL: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2022
It’s our final Festival Workshop!
Saturday, September 24, 2022 • 12:00 to 2:00pm
Join us in Herr Hall for fun and fellowship! Bring a bag lunch; coffee and desserts will be served.
These are the projects we've got lined up:

Paper Towel Ladies!

Pinecone Holiday Hangings!

Decopage Glass Jars!

If thes craft projects don’t hit your fancy, bring your own and craft with us!
All are welcome—no matter what your crafts skills are. Bring a neighbor, your kids, or grandkids!
Contact Diane Nerkowski to let her you’re coming.

Friendship...

Isn’t about who you’ve known the longest.
It’s about who walked into your life,
Said, "I’m here for you,"
And proved it.

SAVE THE DATES!

Thank You to all those who have!
Rosemary

FALL GATHERING
Monday, September 19 • 12:00pm -2:30pm
Olive Garden, North Haven
TRICK OR TREATS
Monday, October5 17 • 12:00pm -2:30pm
GW Carson's, Branford
THANKSGIVING
Monday, November 21 • 12:00pm -2:30pm
LongHorn Steakhouse, North Haven
CHRISTMAS GATHERING
Monday, December 19 • 12:00pm -2:30pm
Café Fiore, Branford
Contact Rosemary for more information

HOLY COMMUNION
On the first Sunday of each month, we remember
the Lord's Supper as a celebration of what Jesus
has done and continues to do for each of us. May
you feel the warmth and comfort of the Lord's love
all the days of your life.
Consecrated communion elements are available
for pickup if you can't join us in person. Please contact Pastor Kent.

METHODISTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Find these pages on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/NYACUMC
https://www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch

Our PSM (not PMS!!) group needs more members!
Our numbers have been decreasing due to age, illness, and other reasons. We’d love to have more
of you join us.
The group knits and crochets shawls, lap robes/
blankets, and baby blankets; we also make items
for the church fairs and festivals. The shawls are for
those in need of support during illnesses, deaths,
and other tragedies. They are also given to those
who are celebrating joys. Anyone is welcome to
take a shawl and card from the basket in Herr Hallway to pass on to someone who they feel would
receive comfort from it.
The group meets on Wednesdays from 10:30am to
12pm. Right now, we are a telephone group. Call
425-436-6385; when prompted, enter access code
841200. When prompted again, say “Hi.” If you are
greeted with silence, just wait. We are catching our
breath so we can continue talking!
Once the kitchen and conference room renovations are done, we will move back to the church for
in-person knitting and crocheting. We’ll even offer
instructions if you need them. It’s a nice group and
a great chance to socialize. Come every week or as
often as you can!

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
NEXT DELIVERY DATE: Dec. 1

Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. The funds raised
support the Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Connecticut and Western Massachusetts. Every
tab makes a difference, just like you do!
Rosemary & Tony

