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LIMITLESS
I found these "words of assurance" during my
morning devotions.
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear
him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he
removes our transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:11-12

HANGING OF THE GREENS
In preparation for Advent, which begins on
Sunday, Nov. 27, you are invited to help decorate
the sanctuary the day before—Saturday, Nov. 27
beginning at 11 am. Everyone is welcome to join
this time of fellowship as we change altar cloths,
assemble the tree, and hang wreaths and banners
to create a festive, inspirational atmosphere in the
sanctuary. Mark your calendars and plan to attend!!

There is great comfort in knowing the vastness
of God's love.
There is great relief knowing how far away my
sins have been removed.
With the love of God all around me and my sins
being so far away ... I am at peace.

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
On Sunday, November 6, we
will take time during worship
to remember our loved ones
who have entered the Church
Triumphant. Please call or
email the church office (listed
above) with the names of loved ones who you
would like named during this time of remembrance.
It would be helpful if all names were submitted by
Wed. Nov 2.
As the names are read during worship, a bell will be
rung and a white carnation placed in a vase. You
are invited to come forward as the name of your
loved one is read to place that flower in the vase.
For those not attending in-person, we will place the
flower for you. The carnations are available for you
to take home after worship.

PASTORAL PROJECT
In Matthew 22, we are given Jesus’ answer to the
question, “Which is the greatest Commandment?”
I am still interested in your reflections on the essential
Bible passages (stories, characters, episodes) that
every Christian should know. Please send me your
responses to the following statements (Pastor K's
contact info is listed above):
• Name 3 Bible stories/passages every child
should learn.
• Name 3 Bible stories/passages every Christian
should know.
Who knows...maybe your answers will become my
next Sermon Series!

AN ALTERNATIVE GIVING METHOD
Those of us that are at least 70½ know that the
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) is the
amount that must be withdrawn from any IRAs that
we have.
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The good news is that if you direct the IRA trustee
to make the payment directly to UMC Branford, the
distribution does not show up on your tax return—
meaning no federal or state tax. The donation can
be your normal pledge or an extra donation, if you
are so inclined. It's quick, it's easy. and you pay less
taxes than if you received your RMD and then wrote
a check to the church.
Thank you to John Beatty for providing this
information which may be an opportunity for some
members of our congregation.
Church office hours are 9am
to 1pm, Monday through
Thursday. Please feel free to
contact Rosemary during these
hours with any questions or
administrative needs.
Pastor Kent is typically in the office Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:00am to 2:00 pm.
He is also available on Saturdays and Sundays, but
does not keep regular office hours those days. He
will continue to be available for occasional Monday
evening meetings and Friday evening Community
Dinners. Please be aware that Pastor Kent takes a
Sabbath Day on Mondays, and his day off is Friday.
You may contact Pastor Kent anytime by email,
phone, or text—see his contact info above.
Preferable contact hours are between 7:00am to
9:00pm.
Pastor Kent also coaches middle school crosscountry and high school track and field in Branford.
His coaching schedule in the fall is usually from
3-4:30pm Mon-Fri. Coaching is an extension of
Pastor Kent’s ministry, as he is able to connect with
about 100 Branford families and their children.
Please call first if you plan to stop in to see Rosemary
or Pastor Kent, as their schedules sometimes
changes unexpectedly.
If you have any questions about the Pastor’s
schedule, please feel free to be in touch with Pastor
Kent directly or with David Wells, Chair of the Staff
Parish Relations Committee, at gdavid3@yahoo.
com.

ROMANS 12:12 MINISTRY

Saturday, Noveber 12 at 12:12pm
We have a new addition to the Romans 12:12 Prayer
Initiative. Complementing the three opportunities

listed below, we are now adding Prayer Ministry
after worship on Sunday mornings. Anne Jackson
is coordinating this ministry which provides an
opportunity for individual prayer after Sunday
Morning worship.
After the Benediction, two Prayer Team members
will be available at the front of the sanctuary. Those
desiring prayer may come forward to share their
requests and be prayed for.
Those not coming forward are invited to maintain
a spirit of worship through the end of the Postlude.
We encourage anyone who wants to visit after
worship to move their conversations to Connector
Hall or Herr Hall so that we may maintain a prayerful
attitude in the Sanctuary for those who remain.
•

•

•

Sign up for the Prayer Connection using the
online form at the bottom of the front page of
our church website: umcbranford.org. When
a notice of a prayer concern is received, an
email message is sent to all participants. Those
without computers should contact Pastor Kent,
who will arrange for them to receive a phone call
with the pertinent information.
A weekly Prayer Calendar with local, regional,
and global prayer concerns will be distributed at
Sunday worship service, included in the weekly
email, and posted on our website. You can also
request to receive it by email or USPS.
A monthly Prayer Meeting is being held on
the 12th day of the month at 12 noon (Romans
12:12). Zoom Meeting ID: 891 5606 4509, or
call 929-205-6099 and enter the meeting ID.

I look forward to many times of fervent prayer as we
gather together as the Body of Christ.

TUESDAY TALK-BACK!
An opportunity to dig deeper into the Sunday
Sermon! I will share additional insight into the
scriptures, and the participants are encouraged to
ask questions and share reflections on the material
I preached. Please consider attending on a weekly
basis or occasionally as the Spirit moves.
The group meets via Conference Call at 10:10am
on Tuesdays. Please dial in at 425-436-6385 using
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access code 841200#. If this time is not convenient,
or if you would like to participate in an in-person
group, please contact Pastor Kent.

SMALL STUDY GROUPS
The study sessions featuring Max Lucado's Life
Lessons from 1 & 2 Peter continue in November!
These sessions focus on the two books of
Peter written to a mixed group of Gentile and
Jewish believers from a variety of different social
backgrounds. At its core, it's a survival manual
on how to act and respond when you are being
mistreated or when life is not being fair to you.

DIGITAL MINISTRY TEAM
In order to be proactive with our efforts to reach
beyond the walls of our church building with the
message of the Gospel, I am looking for volunteers
to be a part of our new Digital Ministry initiative.
Our livestreamed Sunday Service is just the first
step. Please let me know if
you would like to help plan for
the future by enhancing our
physical church ministry via
social media and other digital
platforms.

MINISTRIES OF PRAYER AND CARE

Key Themes of 1 Peter:
• Our richest inheritance is not in this world—it
waits in heaven.
• It is up to each Christian to remain pure.
• It is an honor to suffer for Christ.
• Satan fights against the growth and victory of
believers.

As we continue to navigate through the changes
in ministry in light of the pandemic, I am constantly
looking for new ways that we can be the church. It
is essential during this time that we engage in new
ways of keeping in touch with one another.

Key Themes of 2 Peter:
• The Scriptures were divinely inspired.
• There will be a great accountability in the final
days when Jesus returns and God judges.
• It is utterly important to teach God's truth, purely
and without addition.

If you would be willing to make phone calls as
part of the Ministries of Prayer and Care, please
contact me by phone or email. Each volunteer will
be assigned 3-4 families to keep in touch with on a
monthly basis. Volunteers will also share with Pastor
Kent any joys or concerns they become aware of.

Each lesson has the following sections:
Key Scripture Verse • Reflection • Situation
Observation • Exploration • Inspiration • Reaction
Life Lessons • Devotion • Journaling
Ideal for a small group setting or for individual study.

You are always welcome to contact Pastor Kent
directly if you have any needs or information you
would like to share.

Reading Schedule:
Both study groups continues to meet online and
will resume meeting the week of July 3 (Tues 7/5
& Thurs 7/7) when we will discuss Chapters 1 & 2.
The Thursday morning group meets at 10:10am via
conference call. Please call 425-436-6385 and use
access code 841200#.
Please email Pastor Kent for a Zoom link or
telephone number if you would like to join the
Tuesday evening study.
I would love to add new people to
either group or start another group.
Please let me know if another day/
time would be preferable for you.

BRANFORD DIAPER BANK
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 5-6:30pm
On the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 5:006:30PM, we need at least three volunteers to help
at the Branford Diaper Bank, located at 30 Harrison
Ave. Please contact me if you are willing to help.
The Diaper Bank is in need of larger size 4, 5, 6 and
7 diapers. Their biggest need: BABY WIPES!
Donations can be brought to church with you on
Sunday or left outside in the green bin at any time.
Blessings,
			

Pastor Kent

November Events
Wed 11/2, 7pm: Trustees
Sun 11/6, 9:30am All Saints Sunday
Sun 11/6, following worship: October Festival
				 Critique
Tues 11/8, 5pm: Branford Diaper Bank
Wed 11/9, 6:30pm: Learn & Play Advisory Council
Fri 11/11-Sun 11/13 Footsteps in the Sand
Sat 11/12, 12:12pm: Romans 12:12 Prayer
Mon 11/14, 7pm: Parish Council
Mon 11/14-Sun 11/20: Operation Christmas Child
Wed 11/16, 7pm: Faithful Stewards
Sat 11/19, 8am: Men's Breakfast
Mon 11/21, 12pm Ladies Luncheon
Fri 11/25, 6pm: Community Dinner
Sat 11/26, 9am: Hanging of the Greens
Wed 11/30, 7pm: Finance Committee
WEEKLY CALENDAR
SUNDAYS
9:30am
MONDAYS
1PM		
TUESDAYS
10am		
7pm		
7:30pm

Worship Service (live & streamed)
Sewing for God (except 10/24)
Tuesday Talk Back
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
AA meeting

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am
Prayer Shawl Ministry
THURSDAYS
10am		
Pastor’s Bible Study Group
7:30pm
Al-Anon meeting
SATURDAYS
7pm		
AA meeting

November Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
13
14
17
18
21
23
25
26

Janice Samoeil, Cheryl Torello
Lucy Mazzucco, Brent Talbott
Ro Robinson, Deb Talbott
Victoria Rezman, Debbie Shapiro
Gloria Carr
Brian Donnelly
Bradley Bowman
Joe Polio
Linda Beagle
Karen Bussey
Erich Bussey
Bea Shepard
Haley Bussey, Marisa Bussey
Ava Juliette Caruso, Kegan Spears

November Anniversaries
7
10
12
28

Bob & Cindy Anderson
Brad & Trina Bowman
Ron Arena & Toni Ginnetti
Paul & Nancy Dineen

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
The 20th of every month - please send articles to
Lori Cartwright at loriahlcart@gmail.com
Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
Watch past services at www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Also check out:
www.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
www.facebook.com/umcgeneralconference
www.facebook.com/NYACUMC

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”

Trustees Fundraiser: PICK A PROJECT
Would you like to help fund a Trustee maintenance
project? Every year or two, our UMCB Trustees
Committeee members walk through the building
and around the property to assess repairs and any
other needed work.
For 2022, the Trustees have identified new projects
and are in the process of scheduling and getting
cost estimates.
• Resealing the Church parking lot and restriping
parking spaces (estimate: $4,400)
• Resealing the Parsonage driveway (estimate:
$400)
If you would like to help fund one of these projects,
please send a check to the church or make a
donation online. In the memo line, please write PICK
A PROJECT and include the name of the project. All
donations qualify as tax-deductible contributions.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS
Your weekly offerings may be placed in the Offering
Box at the entrance to the sanctuary or mailed to
the church office if you are not attending in-person
worship. Please consider giving online by clicking
the “Give Now” button on the church website at
www.UMCBranford.org.

SUNDAY WORSHIP LAY READERS
Would you like to be a Sunday Lay Reader? Pastor Kent is looking to put together a rotation list of
volunteers who would read scripture and lead the
Unison Prayer on Sunday Mornings. Call or email
him if you're interested!

OCTOBER FESTIVAL UPDATE
It was a big success!
What a great October Festival we had! The day
was absolutely perfect for our outdoor event. The
community saw our tents and came to the Festival—
just ask John Beatty who was directing traffic in and
out of our small parking area! He did a great job
keeping the flow of so many cars in and out!
So many hands and hearts came at 7am for set up,
which made us ready to open on time at 9am.
I want to thank everyone—from great advertising,
all who came to the 4 workshops, those who helped
with pricing on Friday and putting up all of our tents,
which wasn’t easy (just ask Roger and John). Thank
you to all who made crafts and baked goods, from
Apple Crisp to chocolate chip cookies! We had three
large tables full of delicious fall treats! Thank you to
everyone who manned a table on Saturday, helped
with the Grill, which provided yummy breakfast and
lunch, church family who came and enjoyed the
event and all of you who stayed and helped with
cleanup at the end! What a wonderful showing of
our church family helping each other to make this
event a big success!
And let us not forget to thank our Lord who heard
and answered our prayers! I am so blessed by the
outpouring of love from my church family.
I would like to have a follow-up critique meeting at
coffee hour on November 6. It would be good to
know what worked and what didn’t. All comments
will be welcomed. I hope you can stay and enjoy
coffee and chat!
In Christ’s Love and service,
Diane

It's Shoebox Time!
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief organization. Their
mission is to provide local partners around the
world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene
items, and school supplies as a means of reaching
out to children in their own communities with the
Good News of Jesus Christ. These simple gifts
are shipped outside the United States to children
affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine,
and disease; and to children living on Native
American reservations in the US.
HOW TO PACK A SHOEBOX
• Pick up your shoebox in Connector Hall. You may
also us a plastic box of the same size.
• Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a
boy, and the age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
• Fill your shoebox with gifts! Start with a quality
“wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball with
pump, or clothing outfit that will capture the child’s
attention the instant he or she opens the box. For
a gift suggestion list according to age/gender, visit
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmaschild/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/
• Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive
your gift. You can also include a personal note and
photo.
• Include a $9 check in the shoebox. Or make your
payment online at www.samaritanspurse- You’ll
get a barcoded label, and you’ll get an email telling
you where your box was delivered. If you cannot
donate, just do the shoebox.

SEWING FOR GOD

Mondays (except 11/21)
NEW TIME! 1-4pm
We have been sewing! We're
working on quilts that we
started last year, plus our
veteran quilts for November.
For the first two weeks in November, we will be
sewing and layering the quilts for the U.S. Renal
Center in Branford. There are 12 Veterans that we
will be honoring Thursday, Nov. 10 and Friday Nov.
11, if we can complete the quilts in time. Otherwise,
they will be delivered as soon as they are finished.
Note: You don't need any experience; we'll teach
you! You can just iron or pin while joining in some
great fellowship. Any questions, please see
Rosemary Luzzi 203-589-1620.

HOLY COMMUNION
On the first Sunday of each month, we remember
the Lord's Supper as a celebration of what Jesus
has done and continues to do for each of us. May
you feel the warmth and comfort of the Lord's love
all the days of your life.
Consecrated communion elements are available
for pickup if you can't join us in person. Please contact Pastor Kent.

UMCB is an OCC regional collection center and will
be open to receive collections from area churches
from November 15 to 21. We need many volunteers
to help with this. The dates and hours will be posted
on the door to Herr Hall. Please sign up to help!

REMEMBER:
Final Drop-Off: Sunday, Nov. 20

Friday, November 25, 6pm
Come inside and enjoy a home cooked meal! If you
can't join us inside, takeout is also available.The
food is good and the fellowship is better. Hope to
see you there!

Footsteps provides well-crafted renewal weekends
that are staffed by 20 volunteers, including 2 clergy.
These weekends touch the hearts of participants
and inspire them to be more active in their home
church.
This is more than just a Retreat Weekend. The
benefits of a regular retreat fade quickly. In Footsteps,
they don’t “love you and leave you.” They provide
opportunities that reinforce the lessons learned to
make a lasting impact on your walk with Christ. You
become part of the Footsteps community!
More information: https://www.footsteps-sand.org/

SAVE THE DATES!
THANKSGIVING
Monday, November 21 • 12:00pm -2:30pm
LongHorn Steakhouse, North Haven
CHRISTMAS GATHERING
Monday, December 19 • 12:00pm -2:30pm
Café Fiore, Branford
Do you love to give/receive gifts? Consider one of
these Holiday Gift options:
• $5-$15 for the Food Bank (mark envelope Food
Bank)
• $5-$15 for the Pastor Discretionary Fund (mark
envelope PDF)
• Gift Exchange ($10-$15)
Contact Rosemary for more info: 203-589-1620

COMING IN 2023…
THE RETURN OF
SECRET PALS!
Signup sheets will be availale late
November through mid-December so we can start
this fun program back up in January 2023. Watch
for more news!

KEEP SAVING YOUR SODA CAN TABS!
NEXT DELIVERY DATE: Dec. 1

Happy Thanksgiving to all my friends and family!
Rosemary

Please continue to collect your tabs and place them
in the green bin outside of church. The funds raised
support the Ronald McDonald House Charities of
Connecticut and Western Massachusetts. Every
tab makes a difference, just like you do!
Rosemary & Tony

