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NOVEMBER 2023

Dear Church Family,

As the leaves change color and the air turns
crisp, we anticipate a season of change. In
this upcoming month we will focus on the
themes of stewardship, gratitude, and living
fully, drawing inspiration from John 10:9a-10.

In John’s Gospel we read, "I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved.
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pasture." (John 10:9a) What a comforting
thought. When we come to know Jesus, we
understand the love and grace he shares with
us. In turn we go out with a newfound peace to
help others come to know Him and to pass on
that blessing. During this time of stewardship,
we take inventory of our gifts. This includes

Our support, prayers, and dedication make
the mission of Christ possible as we live
IXOO\ DV GLVFLSOHV ,Q WKIL
and renewal, we encourage you to live fully
and embrace the abundant life promised in
John 10:10. It's an invitation to be present,

to cherish the small moments, and to pursue
dreams with purpose.

In our home at home discussions, we have

J BharBdiwiat IDiqD& joyst@Qa@r ministries. Now

we must embrace them to the fullest. Don’t
we want others to see our joy when they
come into our sanctuary? Share our joy when
we see pennies dropping into the jar on our
communion table? Hear the joy as we listen to
“Moments of Grace” and special music. See
the smiles on the faces of children as they
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time, talents, and relationships. As you give
thanks, we invite you to consider how you can
be a faithful steward in your life, sharing your
blessings with those in need.

"The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy;
| have come so that they may have life, indeed
have it to the fullest.” (John 10:10) In just a
few weeks we will be sharing Thanksgiving
dinners with our families, friends, watching
football games or just resting. Thanksgiving
IS not just a holiday; it's a way of life. In John
10:10, we are reminded that through our faith

In this season of living fully for Jesus consider
JLYLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV *L°
the missions of the church and community.
Share your time. Visit a shut-in. Participate in
worship, study, or share a meal. Spread the
Gospel by praying with others. Be a witness
by sharing your story! Tell me what new
ministries we can explore together to make
us come alive?!

Where is God leading us? Your presence in
UMC, Branford is a blessing, and as the gate
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the simple pleasures we have. The church is
a place where we are grateful for each one
who so fully shares their time, talents, and
resources as faithful stewards. We share our
blessings with those in need in the community
and we invite them in to experience Jesus.
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renewed commitment to our shared mission.
Happy Thanksgiving,

Pastor Barbara



November Events

Wed 11/1, 7pm: Trustees

Thurs 11/9, 6:30pm: L&P Advisory Council

Mon 11/13, 6pm: Men's Pizza Night*

Mon 11/13, 7pm: Parish Council

Mon 11/13-Mon 11/20: Operation Christmas Child

Collection Week*

Wed 11/15, 7pm: Faithful Stewards

Fri 11/17, 8am: L&P Bake Sale*

Fri 11/17-Sun 11/19: Women's Weekend -
Footsteps in the Sand*

Mon 11/20, 12:30pm: Ladies Luncheon*

Wed 11/22, 12pm: L&P Thanksgiving Lunch*

Fri 11/24, 6pm: Community Dinner*

Mon 11/27, 7pm: 6 WD3$ 3DULVK 5HODWLR

Wed 11/29, 7pm: Finance Committee

* look for an article about this event in this issue
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SUNDAYS

9:30am Worship Service (in-person and

livestreamed)

MONDAYS

1PM Sewing for God (except 10/16)

TUESDAYS

7:30pm AA meeting

WEDNESDAYS
10:30am Prayer Shawl! Ministry

THURSDAYS
7:30pm Al-Anon meeting

SATURDAYS

7pm AA meeting

T Y Monday through
A 4 > Thursday

CHURCH 9am to 1pm

OFFICE HOURS

November Birthdays

1 Janice Samoeil, Cheryl Torello
4 Debbie Shapiro

6 Brian Donnelly

13 Bradley Bowman

14 Joe Polio

17 Linda Beagle

23 Bea Shepard

November Anniversaries

7 Bob & Cindy Anderson
Brad & Trina Bowman
[ \/28& RBEU ¥/NUhEY Dineen

Missed a Sunday? Unable to attend worship?
Watch past services at www.umcbranford.org

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH
WHAT'S HAPPENING
AT UMCB:
www.facebook.com/umcbranford
https://twitter.com/UMCBranford
Instagram: @umcbranford

METHODISTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
https://lwww.facebook.com/NYACUMC
https://lwww.facebook.com/unitedmethodistchurch
https://www.facebook.com/nyctdistrict

“Where the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Power of the Holy Spirit converge to change hearts and lives.”



Flowers for the Altar 1

Would you like to sponsor fresh
ARZHUV IRU WKH F
Sunday mornings? You may |
designate your contribution in
memory or honor of someone or
an event. Flowers are displayed
on the altar on Sunday mornings
and may be taken home after the

SEWING FOR GOD
Every Monday from 10am to 2pm except 11/20

D U WR @ade it through the Harvest Festival. Great job
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this year.

There were cat & dog toys, beautiful table runners,
pillows and of course our quilts. Though the rain
didn’t hold long enough, but still we had a great
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during the week. Sponsorship is $35 and can be
paid via check, cash or online payment. Thank you
for beautifying our worship space for all to enjoy.

There is a sign-up sheet in Connector Hall or you
FDQ FDOO WKH &KXUFK 2°FH

Thank you everyone for your cards, messages and
the love | felt from my church family on the passing
of my dad. He's dancing in heaven right now with
mom! God bless you all - with my love,

Diane N.

ARN & PLAY &3 weysiy

Christian Early Learning Center

An Update from Aprill Bates, L&P Director

As we get back to “normal” we
will be working on quilts for our
friends at Artis and maybe a new
place TBD soon. We look forward
to preparing ‘tops/backs’ only for
the 2025 Quilts Show. Yes, you
heard right - 2025!

New members are always welcomed to come
join us. We will teach you! Everything is provided,
including machines, fabrics, patterns, and—of
course—qgreat fellowship. Can’t sew? Well, can you
iron or pin? Then we can use your help!

Donations of backing fabrics, 3-4 yards in length,
are still needed. Don’t know what kind of fabric?
Gift Cards to Hobby Lobby or Joann’s are also
welcome.

WWwW. LEARNANDPLAYCHRISTIAN . ORG

We have a lot of fun events in November that | would love for the church to be involved in. I am hoping some

FKXUFK PHPEHUV ZLOO EH LQWHUHYVW H GBhaKe Sale Nihdpakdr @niFFiitisy, Nowember
17. We will also be holding a Thanksgiving Lunch on November 22 for the children and their families; food
donations would be gratefully accepted. Look for the signup sheet in Connector Hall for the church members
who would like to participate in these events.

All UMCB members are invited to join L&P for these events!

/HDUQ DQG 30D\ LV GRLQJ JUHDW DQG ARXULVKLQJ
Thank you all for your continuing support and help. Have a blessed day!

DQG2LQ -HVX\



Don't miss these opportunities to share a meal and fellowship with your fellow UMCB me
All events open to anyone - please invite your family and friends to join us.

If you are a man who attends UMC Branford or any
of the churches in the Shoreline and Havens Parish
and wants to hang out with the guys, this is a great
FALL LADIES LUNCHEON opportunity for you! Come hungry, because there
will be pizza! The group will meet on the second

Monday, November 20 « 12:30pm Monday of every month at 6 PM.

Twin Pines Diner « East Haven

Next Gathering: Monday, N ber 13

Monday, December 18 « 12:30pm ext isathering. Monday, Hovember
Café Fiore » Branford

Sign-up sheet is in Connector Hall or contact
5RVHPDU\

The Women's Dinner Club will be taking a hiatus
during November and December, but plans to start
up again after the New Year.

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

COMMUNITY DINNER
Friday, November 24, 6pm Join us after worship each week for refreshments
and companionship!

Come inside and enjoy a home cooked meal! If you

can't join us inside, takeout is also available. The We're looking for willing hands
food is good and the fellowship is better. Hope to WR RIHU WR KRVW )H
see you there! If you'd like to volunteer, please

reach out to Laurie G.

We are in need of a Chef (or Chefs) for future Com-
munity Dinner. You would be preparing a meal for
about 25-30 people. The cost of groceries will be
reimbursed to anyone who volunteers. Please let
WKH FKXUFK R"FH NQRZ LI \RX ZRXOG OLNH WR YROXQWHHU



Prayer Shawl Ministry

On Wednesdays from 10:30am

to 12pm, this group knits and

crochets shawls, lap robes, and

blankets, as well as items for

the church fairs and festivals. The shawls are for
those in need of support during illnesses, deaths,
and other tragedies. They are also given to those
who are celebrating joys. You are welcome to take
a shawl and card from the basket in Herr Hallway
to pass on to someone who would receive comfort
from it.

Don't know how to knit or crochet? They’ll help you
learn! Come every week or as often as you can!

Food Pantry Donations

Our local Food Pantries need

our support. They accept non-

perishable items like tuna

¢ VK FHUHDO SRZGHUHG
rice, peanut butter, jelly, soup,

macaroni, sauce, and canned meals—as well as
personal care items like diapers, baby wipes, bar
soap, toothpaste and tooth brushes.

PLON

Donations can be brought in with you on Sundays
or left in the green bin located in front of the church
during the week. Thank you for helping those in
need.

Oh, give thanks to the LORD,

for He is good; for His steadfast

love endures forever! 1
Chronicles 16:34

Forgot who your Secret Pal is? Contact Laurie G.

NEXT CAN TAB DELIVERY: DECEMBER!

| want to thank everyone: all those who showed up
early - helped to raise the tents and bring tables,
chairs and crafts out - manned tables in the rain -
GLUHFWHG WUD"F LQ WKH UDLQ
who ran back and forth for things that were needed
outside - those handling the crowd in Granny's cellar

WKRVH RXWVLGH LQ 5XE\ V JDU
helped with cleanup, which wasn't pleasant in the
rain! We came together as a family! And | couldn't
DVN IRU PRUH O\ KHDUW LV {00
you!

From the bottom of my heart | thank you,

Diane N.

Women's Weekend: November 17-19

Footsteps in the Sand is a community of Christians
from churches in the area that seeks to bring
people closer to Jesus Christ. The mission is to
foster spiritual renewal, develop leaders for the
local church, and encourage Christian action
GXULQJ WKUHH GD\ &KULVWLDQ
a result of these weekends, people feel their walk
with Christ renewed and are inspired to get more
involved with their church’s ministry.

If you want to learn more, visit our website at:
https://www.footsteps-sand.org.

There are links on the site for those considering
being a guest on the weekend, those who would

I ZH FDQ ¢O0O0 WKH ERWWOH DJDLQIiketo' sbFvE Briehkh ahdPadtBrX wWhie would like

be our 3rd trip this year! Please continue to collect
your tabs and place them in the bottle in Connector
Hall or the green collection bin outside. Every tab

PDNHVY D GLFHUHQFH MXVW OLNH \BMWWRHDWY IRU RYHU

Rosemary

to be part!

2XU FRPPXQLW\ KDV EHHQ KROGL
\HDUV DC
a boost to your Christian walk!



It's Shoebox Timel!

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief organization. Their
mission is to provide local partners around the

ZRUOG ZLWK VKRHER[HV (OOHG ZL)A\él{fI MRR®

items, and school supplies as a means of reaching
out to children in their own communities with the
Good News of Jesus Christ. These simple gifts
are shipped outside the United States to children
DftHFWHG E\ ZzDU SRYHUW\
and disease; and to children living on Native
American reservations in the US.
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* Pick up your shoebox in Connector Hall. You may
also use a plastic box of the same size.

» Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a
boy, and the age category: 2—4, 5-9, or 10-14.

* Fill your shoebox with gifts! Start with a quality

QD WX

STEWARDSHIP SEASON IS COMING!

Our 2024 stewardship planning
VHDVRQ NLFNHG Rf LQ 2FWREF
so that we may determine our
o Wiliates Khd LHQH
missions next year. During
Sunday worship service through
November 19th, we will be talking

G35 ek \?Bct%/rﬁ%i ardsp, | oH

as we pray toge od’s directfon.

Our theme for 2024: LIVE FULLY in the grace of
*RG VR WKDW \RX OLYH IUHHO\
Bible verse: ‘I am the gate. Whoever enters through
me will be saved...The thief enters only to steal, Kill,
and destroy. | came so that they could have life —
indeed, so that they could live to the fullest.” John
10:9a,10 (CEB)
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attention the instant he or she opens the box. For
a gift suggestion list according to age/gender, visit
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-
child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/

» Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive
your gift. You can also include a personal note and
photo.

¢ Include a $10 check in the shoebox. Or make your
payment online at www.samaritanspurse.org. You'l
get a barcoded label, and you’ll get an email telling
you where your box was delivered. If you cannot
donate, just do the shoebox.

UMCB is an OCC regional collection center and will
be open to receive collections from area churches
from November 13 to 20. We need many volunteers
to help with this. The dates and hours will be posted

on the door to Herr Hall and on the website. Please
sign up to help!

)LQDO 'URS6XQGD\ 1RY

Campaign. Your continued support is crucial to
sustaining and growing our church and ministry.
Please pray for unity in our church family and your
decisions regarding a pledge. We ask that the
pledge card be returned on (or before) Sunday,
November 19th.

Please contact John Beatty or Terri Wells with any
guestions.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, December 17

After Worship Service we will have our 2nd
Annual Cookie Swap and Church-wide
Christmas Luncheon. Watch for the sign up
sheet for both events. More details to follow in
the weekly blasts.

This was so much fun last year— we hope
everyone participates again this year!



Clinton United Methodist Church ¢ Faith United Methodist Church
)LUVW 6XPPHU{HOG 8QLWHG OHWKRGLVW &KXUFK £t )LUV\
Hamden Plains United Methodist Church ¢ Saint Andrews United Methodist Church
United Methodist Church, Branford « United Church of Westville

Mission Statement. We strive to share God’s love by creating safe places where all are accepted
and welcomed, connecting the needs of people to the presence of God, and transforming the world
through Christ.

The Cooperative Parish provides the opportunity for all churches to engage in ministry together that they
cannot do as individual churches. These mission and ministry opportunities are possible in a cooperative
parish.
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the gifts and leadership of other clergy and laity across the parish and use their gifts and calling in new contexts
and settings across the parish.

Cooperative Parish ministry is an opportunity to do more than any one church can do on its own. This
collaboration allows us to strengthen our connection.

Look for our page on Facebook: Shoreline and the Havens Cooperative Parish

$GYHQW %RRN 6WXG\
November 28, 6 PM

The United Methodist Church of Clinton will be hosting an Advent study
which comes from All the Good: A Wesleyan Way of Christmas.

A group of diverse Wesleyan scholars will take us on a journey guided
by the practices in John Wesley’'s means of grace with emphasis upon
practices of piety and mercy—or good works—drawn from the larger
Christian tradition. Such practices are often referred to as means of grace.

The journey starts on November 28th at 6 pm with a soup and sandwich
supper, followed by watching the accompanying DVD and a discussion of
that week’s reading and Biblical passages.

This will be a four week study, concluding on December 19th. The group
will meet in person—unless Mother Nature throws a curveball!

If you would like to be part of the study reach out to Donna at UMC Clinton
R"FH#FOLQWRQXPF RUJ E\ 1IRYHPEHU WK WR KDYH \RXU QDPH D¢
WKH\ FDQ EH RUGHUHG LQ WLPH WR UHDG/ WK I$ QUPHNLFKDSWHU EHIF



Please join

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
for a special program

Reflections on Gun Violence

Saturday, Nov. 11 from 8:30-12

Mary Taylor Memorial United Methodist Church
168-176 South Broad Street - Milford, CT

n days to come, they shall beat their swords

Into plowshares, and their spears into pruning

hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against

nation, neither shall they learn war any more,

for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.
Micah 4:1-4

e e e

8:30 Continental Breakfast « 9:00 Worship

Guest Speaker
Tara Donnelly
Activities
Swords into Plowshares - Hearts of Hope

RSVP by November 1 to

cjmcgregor50@hotmail.com
or call Christine at: 203-539-4304



Committee on Lay Leadership Report
2023-Charge Conference-Branford

For the Year 2(R4
Church Council

Chairperson: Carole Viel

Lay Leader: Cheryl Torello

Staff Pastor Parish Relations Chairperson: Terri Wells
Board of Trustees Chairperson: TBD

Finance Committee Chairperson: John Beatty
Treasurer: Lisa Schickler

Financial Secretary and Bookkeeper: Rosemary Luzzi
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference: Judy LoukideBavid Wells
Secretary to Church Council: Rosemary Luzzi
Mission Coordinators: Sam & Larry Appleton

L&P Chairperson: TBD

District Parish Coordinator: Laurie Gagne

Members at Large:

Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Chair: Terri Wells

Class of 2024 Class of 2025 Class of 2026

Shirley Gilkerson Joe Polio Justine Guckin

Diane Nerkowski Michelle Ritter Lacey Bicknell
Terri Wells Pat Steeves

Ex Officio: Cheryl Torello — Lay Leadedudy Loukides- Lay Membey Pastor Barbara

Board of Trustees

Chair: TBD

Class of 2024  Class of 2025 Class of 2026

Ruby Lawrence Jennifer Sygiel Roger Gagne

Jim Torello Bob Nerkowski Larry Appleton

Mike Loukides Janice Samoell Russ Ritter



Committee on Finance

Chair: John Beatty

Kevin Buckley, Lacey BicknellLisa SchicklefTreasurerRosemary Luzz+ Financial Sec'y

Ex-officio-Terri Wells SPPRC Cheryl Torello Lay Leader, David Welld.ay member

Judy Loukides, Lay member, Trustee Rep TBD

Counters: Lori Cartwright, Carole Viel, Rosemary Luzzi, Diane NerkowBlav Carr Sarah

McNeil

Committee on Lay Leadership(Nominating)

Chair: Pastor Barbara

Class of 2024  Class of 2025 Class of 2026
Shirley Gilkerson Louise Lind Terri Wells

TBD Lisa Schickler Pat Steeves
TBD Diane Nerkowski  Marcia Donnelly

Ex-officio — Judy Loukides- Lay memberDavid Wells— Lay memberCheryl Torello — Lay

Leader
Membership Committee
Carole Viel Sarah McNell

Faithful Stewards-Chair---TBD

Roger Gagne Diane Nerkowski SamAppleton
Tracy Polio Rosemary Luzzi Mike Cartwright
Judy Loukides Laurie Gagne Larry Appleton
Bob Umile

Learn & Play Advisory Council

Chairperson TBD

SPRC LiaisornJoe Polio Parent LiaisonTBD
Finance Liaison TBD Teacher LiaisonTBD
Trustee LiaisonTBD Faithful Stewards Liaison

At Large MembetlLouise Lind

Lay Servants

Judy Loukides David Wells Kevin Buckley

Chrissy Blakney
Marcia Donnelly
Connie Umile





